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10:00 AM 

INCLUSIVE              INTERNATIONAL          INTERGENERATIONAL            INTERFAITH     

Epiphany Sunday 
Covenant Renewal 



   

  

10:00 AM                              Order of Worship                          January 1, 2017 

Sanctuary 

  
PRELUDE                                   Greensleeves                                  arr. Olive Nelson Russell  

 

GATHERING TO WORSHIP 

INVOCATION                        Rev. Valerie Jackson 

LITANY OF THANKSGIVING                                                                                Bethany Hader 

 Let us give thanks for all God’s mercies.   

 O God, our Covenant Friend, 

 you have been gracious to us through all the years of our lives. 

 We thank you for your loving care, 

 which has filled our days and brought us to this time and place. 

 We praise your holy name, O God. 

 

 You have given us life and reason, 

 and set us in a world filled with your glory.              

 You have comforted us with family and friends, 

 and ministered to us through the hands of our sisters and brothers.  

 We praise your holy name, O God. 

 

 You have given us a place in the fellowship of your Spirit 

 And the witness of your Church.  

 We praise your holy name, O God. 

 

 You have been our light in darkness 

 And a rock of strength in adversity and temptation. 

 You have been the very Spirit of joy in our joys 

 And the all-sufficient reward in all our labors.  

 We praise your holy name, O God. 

 

 You remembered us when we forgot you. 

 You have followed us even when we tried to flee from you. 

 You met us with forgiveness when we returned to you. 

 For all your patience and overflowing grace . . .  

 We praise your holy name, O God. 

 

*HYMN 220                  Angels from the Realms of Glory                                   Regent Square 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                 Rev. Jackson 

 *PASSING OF THE PEACE: Greet one another saying: “Peace be with you.”  

 “And also with you.”  

 

               



  

  

HEARING THE WORD 

 

SCRIPTURE READING: Matthew 2:1-12                                                                    Bethany Hader                                 

Reader:   May God bless the hearing and understanding of these words.    

All:         Thanks be to God.  

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                  Christmas Time Is Here                                         Vince Guaraldi  

Soloists: Ree & Evan Brown 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

CHILDREN’S MOMENTS                                                                                     Duane Buys 

 [As the children leave, let us join in singing] 

 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

 The little Lord Jesus lay down his sweet head. 

 The stars in the sky look down where he lay, 

 The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 

 

PROCLAMATION                                                                                                   Rev. Kauerz 

 Brothers and Sisters in Christ, the Christian life is redeemed from sin     

 and consecrated to God. Through baptism, we have entered this life    

 and have been admitted into the new covenant of which  

 Jesus Christ is the Mediator. He sealed it with his own blood,  

 that it might last forever. On the one side,  

 God promises to give us new life in Christ, 

 the Source and Perfecter of our faith. 

 On the other side, we are pledged to live no more for ourselves, 

 but only for Jesus Christ, who loves us and gave himself for us. 

 From time to time we renew our covenant with God, 

 especially when we affirm the Baptismal Covenant  

 and gather at the Lord’s Table. Today, however,  

 we meet as the generations before us have met,  

 to renew the covenant that binds us to God  

 as we enter into this new year.  

 Let us make this covenant our own. 

REFLECTION                Remembering Our Promise                                      Rev. Jackson 

The Star Effect 

 

HYMN 245                                                    The First Noel                                                 The First Noel 

 

THE SERVICE OF CORPORATE PRAYER AND CONFESSION 

Invitation:  Commit yourselves to Christ as his Disciples.                                                       Rev. Jackson 

 Let us, therefore, go to Christ and pray:  

 Let me be your disciple, under your own command. 

 I will no longer be my own. 

 I will give myself to your will in all things. 



   

  

 Be satisfied that Christ shall give you your place and work. 

 Lord, make me what you will. I put myself fully into your hands: 

 put me to doing, put me to suffering, 

 let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, 

 let me be full, let me be empty,                                                                          

 let me have all things, let me have nothing.  

 I freely and with a willing heart give it all to your pleasure and disposal. 

 

 Christ will be the Savior of none but his disciples.  

 Open your hearts to the Lord, as we pray:  

 Gracious God, we confess that we do not know ourselves as you know us. 

 Sometimes we esteem ourselves too highly, 

 heedless of the hurt we cause to you and to others. 

 Sometimes we esteem ourselves too little, 

 failing to rejoice in the gifts you bestow on us. 

 Forgive us our illusions of grandeur or self-hatred; 

 free us to be the persons you intend, 
 through your Spirit at work among us. [Ruth C. Duck] 

  

 Through Christ, God has offered to be your God again if you would let him.  

 God has given the Lord Jesus Christ as a path and means of coming to God.  

 And so we pray:  

 Soul of Christ, heal me. 

 Body of Christ, redeem me. 

 Blood of Christ, empower me. 

 Water from Christ’s side, cleanse me. 

 Passion of Christ, make me strong. O good Jesus, hear me.  

 Hide me in your wounds, never let me depart from you. 

 Call me at the hour of my death, bid me come to you,  

That with your saints I may praise you for ever and ever. [Ignatius of Loyola] 

  

 Jesus said we are to love God and our neighbors as ourselves.  

 Therefore we pray: 

 O God, bless us with discomfort at easy answers, 

 half-truths, and superficial relationships. 

 Bless us with anger at injustice, oppression, and  

 exploitation of people and the earth. 

 Bless us with tears for those who suffer. 

 Above all, give us holy foolishness  

 so that we might know we can make a difference 

 in this world, and do the things that others say cannot be done.  

 

Covenant Prayer: The Almighty God searches and knows our hearts.   

So let us pray in one voice, saying: 

 O God, you know that I make this covenant with you today 



  

  

without guile or reservation. 

 If any falsehood should be in it, guide me and help me to set it aright. 

 And now, glory and honor be to you, O God the Father, 

Creator of all possibilities.  

 Glory be to you, O Jesus Christ, our Redeemer 

who shows us the path of compassion. 

 Glory be to you, O Holy Spirit, 

the Sustainer of our faith who turns our hearts from sin. 

 O mighty God, you have become my covenant friend and I, 

through your infinite grace, have become your covenant disciple. 

 So be it. And let the covenant I have made on earth be ratified in heaven. Amen.  
 

SILENT PRAYER                                                                                PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 895   

 

OFFERING 

We give in gratitude for the blessings of our life and for making a better world. 

 

 

OFFERTORY                                     We Three Kings Of Orient Are                                Arr. Dan Coates 

*PRESENTATION OF OFFERING AND DOXOLOGY HYMN 94 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

  Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 

  Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

  Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts! 

  Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

COMMUNION                                                                                                  Rev. Jackson, Rev. Kauerz,      

All communion elements are free of gluten, wheat, dairy, corn and soy         Duane Buys, Bethany Hader 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  May God be with you. 

  And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them up to the Lord. 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  God of the universe, you are unimaginable light. 

 You spoke into the void  

 and brought forth order and beauty from chaos. 

 

  You created the earth and all its creatures, 

 life and nature in glorious, diverse harmony. 

 You formed humankind in your image 

 to rejoice in your company and to enjoy with you  

 the good and gentle world that you had made. 



   

  

  When we turned away from your loving gaze, 

 you still beheld us as beloved, 

 never failing in your care or companionship. 

  Wherever we have wandered, 

 whatever obstacles we have raised between ourselves and You, 

 you have faithfully journeyed with us, 

 unveiling your purpose, power, and providence 

 time and again. 

 

  You lead us out of captivity, 

 fulfilling your promises each day 

 to guide us toward healing and wholeness. 

  And so, together with all who call on your name 

 and all who have journeyed this way before us, 

 we praise you and join in their joyful song: 

  

  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

                                                 

*CLOSING HYMN 249                         There’s A Song In The Air                                  Christmas Song 

 

*BENEDICTION                                                                                                Rev. Jackson 

 

POSTLUDE                                         Good Christian Men, Rejoice                               Friedrich Zachau                         

*Please stand as able.  

 

 

  

Assisting in Worship 

 

Greeters:  Lola Ozman, Don Whitford  

Ushers: Ron Justiss, Hugh Alexander, Joann Beieler, Quinn Brown, Greg Fernandez, Debbie Justiss  

Acolytes:  Lawson Greene, Simone Beauchamp 

  

 

Childcare is available in our nursery.  

  Large print bulletins & hearing devices are available, please ask an usher. 



  

  

The UMW from Metro area churches will meet at UPUMC on Saturday, Jan. 21 2017, from 9am-12pm. 

 

The topic is Mission Mentoring and Celebration and the purpose is to develop leaders to revitalize 

UMW units within each congregation.   

 

The event is free and open to UPUMC women, whether new to the UMW or “old-hands”.   

 

The day includes mentoring, sharing of ideas, as well as a message and communion  

led by Rev. Dr. Valerie Jackson.   

 

For information, contact Susan Livingston @ 720-480-8762 or susanwehrlivingston@comcast.net.  

Annual Meeting and Charge 

Conference for UPark UMC 

will be held on Sunday, Janu-

ary 22, 2017 at 12:00pm.  

 

All committee reports are due 

no later than January 11, 

2017. 

University Park United Methodist 

Church  

will be closed  

Monday, January 2, 2017  

to observe the holiday. 

United Methodist Women Leadership Training Meeting 

GET INVOLVED! 

2017 Annual Meeting & 
 Charge Conference 

Building Closure 

Visit us at universityparkumc.org for a calendar of events 



   

  

University Park United Methodist Church 
2180 S. University Blvd 

Denver, CO 80210 
(303) 722-5736 

upark@universityparkumc.org 
www.universityparkumc.org 

 
Evanston Center for Spiritual Wholeness and Healing 

 2122 S. Lafayette St 
Denver CO 80210 

(303) 722-7217 
evanstoncenter@gmail.com 

www.evanstoncenter.com 
 

Vision: A community of Disciple leaders who practice stewardship  
and hospitality as we engage each other and the world around us. 

Core Values: Inclusive, Intergenerational, Interfaith, International 

STAFF 
 

Reverend Dr. Valerie L. Jackson  

Reverend Debby Lawrence 

Duane Buys 

Hannah Westra  

Liza Stoltz Hanson 

Liza Stoltz Hanson & Denton Hanson 

Kevin Garman  

JoAnn Gudvangen-Brown 

Renae Gudvangen 

Jessica Carmer 

Marilyn Stranske 

Sandy Schumm   

Josh Rousis 

Bethany Hader  

Jenna Clark  

Larry Grauberger 

Jo and Jim Morgan 

MaryAnn Buys 

 

Senior Pastor 

Associate Pastor of Congregational Care 

                   Director of Christian Education   

  Assistant to Christian Education   

   Director of Foundation Campus Ministry 

  Peniel Leaders 

Program Director of Evanston Center/Peniel Band

   Director of Music/Organist 

   Assistant Organist/Pianist 

  UPark UMC Administrative Assistant 

  Evanston Center Administrative Assistant

                                Bookkeeper   

                   Custodian/Resident Caretaker  

 Youth Assistant  

   Interim Chorister Director

  Lay Leaders 

   Lay Leaders 

                      Wedding Coordinator
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