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Blue Holidays 
A Blue Holiday is not a new concept, particularly Blue Christmas. It is a phrase denoting sadness during a time that 

everyone is or at least expected to be blissfully filled with joy. Typically, it refers to a sadness resulting from some 

type of loss or loneliness; a sadness that overshadows or eclipses what is normally a time of love, light, and liveli-

ness. However, today, for some, it may also adequately describe a profound lament regarding perceived realities of 

the human condition. 

 

So, here we are. Tis the season of gratitude, Advent and Christmas, and our nation’s emotions are all over the place, 

from one end of the spectrum to another: joy and happiness; deep sadness; love and compassionate understanding; 

anger and disappointment; blessed and basking in grace; forsaken; celebratory; dissent; hopeful; yet, “sick and tired 

of being sick and tired” (Fannie Lou Hamer). On the one hand, we celebrate America, and being American. Yet, on 

the other hand, we long for an America that will genuinely embrace, affirm and value the sacred worth and rights of 

all people; an America that will do right by all persons, including those who are different from the illusionary domi-

nant norms and culture(s). On the one hand, we honor and respect our democracy that supposedly creates spaces 

for known and unknown persons; politically savvy and politically inexperienced persons to pursue positions of public 

service… all the way up to the Office of President. Yet, on the other hand, we are deeply stunned and troubled that 

our democracy, our evolved United States of America, could elect one who is seemingly consciously and intentional-

ly ethnically, genderly and culturally insensitive to all “others.” 

 

Subsequently, it seems that many, seeking desperately to process their lament, may be heading towards Blue  

Holidays, Thanksgiving and Christmas. What about you? Where are you on this spectrum of emotions? Wherever 

you situate yourself on this spectrum of emotions, we love and respect you as one in our family or community; we 

respect your right of choice; we honor your voice even when we disagree. And we urge you  

to reciprocate these acts of unconditional love, compassionate understanding and mutuality.   

 

Whether Happy, Blue or Merry, may God, our creator, comfort each one of us; and  

continue to guide us with uncommon love, strength, wisdom and peace as we find  

our way through this new, and for many very challenging and frightening reality.  

May we stand, speak and fight for our highest potential as a nation. May we live  

to see the other side. May we survive the costs. May we courageously commit to  

respectful, yet authentic conversations while also being H.O.M.E. for a beautifully  

diverse World, including each other!!!                              ~Infinite love and blessings  Pastor Jackson 

December 2016 
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Finance Committee Update 

Another month has passed, and our deficit has grown by $9K.  The YTD shortfall now stands at $41K, with 
just two months left in the year.  If you have not yet fulfilled your 2016 pledge commitment, we ask that you 
make a concerted effort to do so before year-end.  And if you are able to contribute above and beyond, 
please do so!  Thank you for your prayerful consideration. 

($ in thousands)  YTD through October 

   Actual  Budget  Variance 

Pledge Revenue  $393  $437  (44) 

All Other Revenue  161  162  (1) 

 Total Revenue  554  599  (45) 

        

Staff Parish Relations  324  332  (8) 

Trustees  100  126  (25) 

All Other Expenses  171  200  (29) 

 Total Expenses  595  658  (63) 

        

Net Income/(Deficit)  ($41)  ($59)  18  

2017 Messenger Announcement Deadlines: 
The following are the due dates for the Messenger for the 2017 calendar year. Early submissions via email 

are encouraged, but nothing will be accepted after the close of business on the due date. 
Thank you for your contributions! 

 
 January 2017 Messenger: Due by December 15th, 2016 
 February 2017 Messenger: Due by January 15th, 2017 
 March 2017 Messenger: Due by February 15th, 2017 
 April 2017 Messenger: Due by March 15th, 2017 
 May 2017 Messenger: Due by April 15th, 2017 
 June 2017 Messenger: Due by May 15th, 2017 
 July 2017 Messenger: Due by June 15th, 2017 
 August 2017 Messenger: Due by July 15th, 2017 
 September 2017 Messenger: Due by August 15th, 2017 
 October 2017 Messenger: Due by September 15th, 2017 
 November 2017 Messenger: Due by October 15th, 2017 
 December 2017 Messenger: Due by November 15th, 2017 

2017 Messenger Deadlines 
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Our Church Family 

Concerns 

Hospitalized or ill:  The following people have been hospitalized or ill since the most current Messenger:   
Dorothy Musil. 

Condolences 

We express our sympathies to the family and friends of Ann Goodro who died October 28; to Tom Sass at 
the death of his brother Louis Sass on October 28, and to Marilyn Meredith and her family at the death of 
her oldest brother, LeRoy McCully, who died on Tuesday, November 15. Our hearts are open to all church 

members, friends and family, as they experience the concerns and celebrations of life.  

For many people, the season of Christmas is more a time of struggle or heartache than a time of celebra-
tion. Joyous musical refrains fill our malls, churches, radios, and televisions, focusing on the happiness of the  
season. But Christmas often reminds people of what they have lost or never had. The anguish 
of broken relationships, the insecurity of unemployment, the weariness of ill health, the pain of isolation, 
the loss of a family member, the loss of a beloved family pet – all these can contribute to feeling “blue,” de-
pressed, or discouraged at a time when it seems as if everyone in the world around us is celebrating. It is 
important to take the time and space to acknowledge one’s feelings and to connect with the light of Christ. 
For those who are living with the loss of a loved one,  depression, broken relationships, loneliness or just the 
need to step away from the chaos of the season, through music, scripture, prayer and candlelight, we 
acknowledge the pain and look toward the hope to come. Come as you are. All are welcome! 
 
Blue Christmas: A Service of Comfort and Hope 
Sunday, December 18, 2016 
5:00 P.M. 
The Evanston Center For Spiritual Healing and Wholeness 
  
Comments from past Blue Christmas Attendees: 
 
– I was so fortunate to have found out about the service as I 
know many people who struggle with the "holiday” 
season. This was indeed an experience that I will recommend to 
others . 
-– During the holiday season, the tough things that have hap-
pened in my life often come to the forefront. I came to this 
peaceful, thoughtful worship setting and found prayer and 
gratitude amidst the loud voices and hectic consumer noise of 
December. It was wonderful! 
– I was going through a rough time, and I found a real sense of community there… I did. 

Blue Christmas Service December 18, 5:00 p.m.  
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Warren Village is eagerly preparing for the 29th annual Holiday Shop on December 10.  Each year, Warren 
Village takes in donations of new gifts and recruits hundreds of volunteers to give our families a truly special 
holiday experience.  Here At University Park we can participate one of three ways: 
 *Gifts in Kind:  New unwrapped gifts for both adults and children.  A Wish List is 
 on the bulletin board by the water fountain. 
 *Volunteering:  Also on the bulletin board is a list of Volunteer Opportunities 
 and descriptions. Holiday Shop is suitable for families as well as individuals over 
 14 years of age.  Please visit the website to sign-up to volunteer; 
 www.warrenvillage.org/holidayshop 
 *Monetary donations:  Also welcome are monetary donations and gift cards to 
 help make Holiday Shop a Success. 
 
A container will be available for collections to be taken to Warren Village  
by December 2. Wrapping paper and supplies are welcomed as gifts are wrapped after 
the choosing. Check the sales and purchase!! 

Disability Advocacy Ministry  

This challenge becomes more relevant to all of us as we get older 
and are part of our community. November was National Family 
Caregivers Month. Most family caregivers are part of the sandwich 
generation, juggling jobs, families, and caring for aging/disabled 
parents or relatives. 
 
Being a caregiver can be very isolating and can seem like a  
thankless task. Because of the challenging nature of the work, 
caregivers need to take care of themselves. During the safety/
emergency instructions on a flight, we’re told to put the oxygen 
on ourselves first before administering it to others. The same is 

true for caregivers, but it’s hard to find the time given the demands.  It’s imperative to take care of yourself, 
especially if you’re the sole caregiver since your loved one needs you for the care.  In the beginning of an ill-
ness or injury, people tend to offer help, but it can often fade away.   
 
It’s difficult to ask for help.  We often feel we should be able to handle it all and don’t have the right to ask 
for help.  Identify ways people can help you and ask for help – people may want to help you, but aren’t sure 
what they should do. 
 
During the busy month of December, we’re all struggling to “get it all done” - the shopping, errands, prepar-
ing for family visits or travel.  But if you’re a caregiver, you have responsibilities that can be 24/7 in addition 
to the Christmas preparations. Look around your community (church, neighborhood, work). Is there some-
one you can offer to help?  Ask someone who is a caregiver how you can help them during this holiday sea-
son - and the other 364 days of the year.  Isn’t that what the true spirit of the season is?     
 
-Submitted by Upark Member Kathy Hulse-Johnson, LCSW, CCM, social worker at Craig Hospital 

29th Annual Warren Village Christmas Shop 

http://www.warrenvillage.org/holidayshop
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Thank you to everyone who helped with Food for All this year.  
Your donations and volunteerism helped bring many families a nice holiday meal. 

 
December 4: Youth Group meeting from Noon to 1:30pm in B03. We will have lunch, play games, and have a 
short discussion.  
December 18: Christmas Party! We will meet at noon at the church and take the van to the Schachterle’s 
house. We will have some great treats and gifts. 
December 30: PB & J Ministry. We will be making peanut butter and jelly sandwiches and sack lunches to 
hand out to the homeless in Civic Center Park. Meet at the church at 10:30 a.m.  

 UNITED METHODIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP(UMYF) 

The youth group (all sixth graders through 12th graders) will continue meeting every other Sunday at 12:15 in 
room B03 and various locations.   
 
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS: The 6th – 8th graders will meet in room BO3 at 9:30 with Bethany Hader, 
while the 9th – 12th graders will meet in the Youth Lounge with Barb Eulenstein.  

November 20th-December 11th, the children of University Park will be participating in a Sunday school rota-
tion entitled "Some Son". Children will learn the birth of Christ is the story of God giving us a gift we did not 
know we needed. Through this Christmas unit, the children will come to understand God's Christmas gift 
better by exploring Jesus' titles: Son of God, Son of Man, Son of Joseph, Son of David, and Son of the World. 
In all workshops, children will celebrate and renew their hope through God's Gift of Jesus. The workshops 
will help them relate to the "human" side of Jesus as the Son of Joseph. They will illustrate how Jesus came 
as the Son of Man to seek out and save the lost. Children will learn  that the hope for salvation begins at 
Christmas with the Son of God. Additionally, they will learn that the promise of the Son of the World begins 
at Christmas but is fulfilled at Easter. Ultimately, children will come to realize that this amazing son needs to 
be shared with others. 

Thank you to our teachers Lisa Zorn, Heidi and Paul Seaborn, and Andrea Bobotis ; and shepherds Amber 
Rundle Kahn, Judy Jensen, and Jason Heider. 

Thank you to our teachers of the last rotation:  Jamie Nahil, Shannon Dolce, and Angela Grun; and shepherds 
Kelsey Forsyth, Debbie Beauchamp, and Jennifer Robinson. 

Youth Ministry 

Children’s Ministry 

We’ve invited the puppets to come back to tell the Christmas story,  
in addition we’ll share many of your favorite Carols! 

4 O’CLOCK CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
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Adult Christian Education 

We meet again on the 2nd Wednesday, December 14 at noon in the East 
Fellowship Hall for a catered lunch provided by Robin Zemetra for $8.00 
per person.  Following lunch Janet Wolfer, Diana and John Helper, and 
Mary Lou Bloede will lead us in singing Christmas carols and music. All are 
invited to join the Christmas party regardless of age!  This social seniors’ 

group welcomes anyone fitting the description of being chronologically gifted to attend. To make a reser-
vation, please contact Rev. Debby Lawrence at dlawrence@universityparkumc.org or at 303-722-5736.  

Covenant Bible Study Covenant is an in-depth group Bible study in which 
participants read and discuss the Bible together, learning how to love 
God—and each other—better. Covenant represents a relationship—a liv-
ing, breathing conversation. Facilitated by Rev. Jackson in the conference 
room. 
 
Journeys in Faith will meet in the Bryans Room. Come join us for some 
interesting and lively discussions. We’ll be using one of the Living the 
Question Series. The facilitators will be Les Law and Richard Nelson. 
December 4: Living the Question – “Painting the Stars, Science, Religion, and Evolving Faith” 
December 11: Continue Living the Question 
December 18: Continue Living the Question 
December 25: Christmas no Sunday School  
 
Cornerstone II is a class that is geared to the parents of young children although anyone can join us at any-
time.  The goal is to offer insights into parenting issues and to build relationships among parents and fami-
lies.  Class will be facilitated by Jeremy and Amy Long and meets in the Cornerstone II room. 
December 4: Worship Works Wonders 
December 11: God Guides the Wise 
December 18: Every Heart a Manger 
December 25: Christmas no Sunday School  

Adult Special Needs Sunday School 
The Journey continues this year in the Special Needs Sunday School Class at University Park UMC each Sun-
day Morning at 9:30-10:30am. We meet in the Journeys in Faith classroom in the lower level of the Christian 
Education wing. Contact Hope Law, class teacher, for more information. 

Loaves & Fishes Update 
Work began November 3rd  on our 18th home. With the holidays and 
guests/ travel making life busier than usual, take a break and help our part-
ner family get their house built by eating at Lone Star Steakhouse.  
 
Grab a flier from the bulletin board in the lobby and give the flier to your 
server on any Tuesday from now until January 31st. Lone Star Steakhouse 
will donate 15% of your bill to us! 
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Deacon Debby’s News 

Book Recycling 

In my quest to find a place that will actually recycle books in a responsible manner, I discovered a resource at the 
King Soopers Center where I shop.  There I found a big green box in the parking lot labeled for BETTER WORLD 
BOOKS.  I investigated this resource online at www.betterworldbooks.com.   
 
Better World Books is an online for-profit bookseller of used and new books founded in 2002 by Christopher “Kreece” 
Fuchs, Xavier Helgesen and Jeff Kurtzman. It is a B Labs-certified B corporation (not to be confused with a benefit cor-
poration), which donates books or a percentage of its profit to literacy programs around the world. By 2013, the com-
pany has donated an estimated $14 million under this program. The company discloses information about funds 
raised, books re-used or recycled, and books donated in a ticker at the top of its website. 
 
Reducing Landfill 
 As part of our commitment to environmental sustainability, we nev-

er, ever throw away a book. Any book we cannot find a proper home 
for is recycled. 

 We're not just "greenwashing" our message, and we've got the num-
bers to prove it. 

 We have re-used or recycled over 250 thousand tons of books 
 We have reclaimed more than 900,000 pounds of metal shelving 

from libraries across the United States. 
 
What happens once the books are collected by Better World Books? 
All books are transported to a local distribution center operated by 
Better World Books. Our goal is to extend the life-cycle of the book 
through reuse.  Books in good condition are listed for sale online on marketplaces such as BetterWorldBooks.com or 
donated to literacy partners.  Books 
that cannot be sold or donated are 
recycled and converted in to pulp 
for new products such as brown 
tissue, cardboard, or even new 
book covers. We never send books 
to landfills. 
 
When I (Debby) researched other 
drop off boxes I found one at the 
King Soopers shopping center at 
Yale and Colorado– It is located in 
the  second parking aisle directly to 
the north of Starbucks. (See Map) 
 
Now I know what to do as I clean 
out my home and church office of 
books that I no longer need or are 
outdated and hopefully they will 
find new homes or a “green” place 
to rest in peace. 

http://www.betterworldbooks.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B_corporation_%28certification%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benefit_corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benefit_corporation
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World AIDS Day 

When: Sunday, December 4th, at 7pm 
Where: Christ Church United Methodist, 690 Colorado Blvd, Denver.  
A light reception will follow.  
 
Make no mistake, AIDS Is Not Over Yet! And it is not limited to one community, but  
affects us all. We know globally HIV/AIDS is still a devastating community health crisis 
that is not over.  
 
Join The United Methodist Rocky Mountain Conference and many others in pro-
moting and sponsoring this event. Individuals and congregations contributing $100 or 
more in advance will be listed as Sponsors. Funds will be used to cover expenses of 
food, publicity, security, and musicians with the remaining funds divided equally be-

tween two projects: (1) It Takes A Village, an African-American AIDS outreach in Aurora, Colorado, and (2) AIDS Field 
Worker, promoting AIDS prevention and treatment in Nairobi, Kenya.  
 
Sponsorships are at the following levels: 
Diamond Sponsor- $1000 or more 
Gold Sponsor- $500 or more 
Silver Sponsor - $100 or more 
 
Your involvement is an important statement to the community that we have not forgotten those whom have died, and 
that we stand in solidarity with the living. Please contact Rev. Dr. Youngsook Kang’s office, to indicate your support and 
presence in worship, youngsook@rmcumc.com.  Send contributions and sponsorships to the Rocky Mountain Confer-
ence Office, c/o World AIDS Day Service, 6110 Greenwood Plaza Blvd, Greenwood Village, CO 80111-4803.  

Sunday, December 18th 
 
Our annual Children’s Christmas Pageant will be presented on  
Sunday, December 18, during the 11:00 am service.  We hope all of our 
children, toddlers through youth, will participate in this event.     
 
We are working on giving the older children their roles (speaking parts) and 
would like their parents to encourage them to memorize their part once 
those are determined.  Rehearsal will be during Sunday school December 
18.  Our very youngest children are also invited to participate in the pag-
eant.  They do not need to rehearse, but can come on the 18th, choose a 
costume, and participate in the “impromptu” pageant style we have en-
joyed the past few years.  

Christmas Pageant 

As of November 17, the youth were able to bring enough food and gift cards to complete approximately 30 baskets for 
the less privileged.  On November 20th, We delivered the food to DenUM and helped pack the boxes to be delivered 
for a great Thanksgiving that would otherwise not be possible.  All totaled DenUM was able to feed about 538 families.  

ONCE AGAIN UPARK COMES THROUGH ! 

mailto:youngsook@rmcumc.com
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Circles 
 

 Bible Study 
Wed. December 21, 9:30  will have a celebration Brunch in East Parlor before continuing their study,  

led by Richard Nelson 
 

Knitting or Knot  
Monday, December 5 and 19, 1:30pm in Crosspoints II Classroom.  

 If knot knitting, bring your craft and join in conversation! 
 

Crosspoints 
 Saturday, December 10, at Spirit of Hope UMC, 1:00 for Pot Luck Lunch followed by a special  

Holiday concert by the St Andrews Sister at 2:00pm.   This will be a really special time, all are welcome.  

United Methodist Women 

   2016 Annual CROP Walk 
 
10 people from University Park UMC participated in the 2016 Southeast 
Denver CROP Hunger Walk sponsored by Washington Park United Church 
of Christ.  So far donations from University Park UMC have amounted to 
$1,043.00 with a few donations outstanding.  The day was warm and sun-
ny and we met new people and saw new places on our walk.  Anyone  
wishing to still contribute can do so by following this link: 
 https://www.crophungerwalk.org/denver-south/.   
Thank you to all who walked, donated and prayed.  

Advent Resources Available:   
Beginning Sunday, November 27, the first Sunday of Advent.  The Spiritual Life Committee has cho-
sen two devotional resources to focus on the anticipation of the Advent Season.   

 

Living the Gospel Life seeks to equip, challenge, and inspire Christians who are on a  
MISSION.  It is an exciting and even holy endeavor.  From the moment it was  
revealed, Jesus’ ministry was a ministry of action:  announcing, releasing, healing, 
enlightening, freeing, and proclaiming.  Jesus calls us to participate in this mission during 
this Advent season through the inspiration of the daily devotionals in this resource.  
 

 
 
Waiting for God with Henri J.M. Nouwen offers writings by Nouwen to inspire us to wait 
with active minds, bodies, and spirits.  Nouwen says, “A waiting person is someone who is 
present to the moment, believing that this moment is the moment.” The waiting can offer 
many new possibilities for a relationship with God that will transform us and our lives dur-
ing the coming year.  Look for these resources in the lobbies of the sanctuary and chap-
el.  Enjoy the waiting and anticipation.  

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/denver-south/
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Cookies by the box! 
 
 

Bakers of cookies are asked to bring them  
on December 10 for packaging 

to sell on Sunday, December 11.   
 

WHAT:  UMW Christmas Cookie Sale 
WHEN:  Sunday December 11  
 (Pre-Sale Sunday, December 4) 
HOW:  $15/box for delicious, homemade cookies! 
WHY: To support the 2017 UPUMC Guatemala  
 mission  

Grocery Cards 

         King Soopers and Safeway Cards continue to be 
available the the Sunday morning services.  What a 
great gift a card can be!  And when you reload you 
own card, 5% from King 
Soopers is returned to the 
UMW!  What a great way to 

 support Missions!  

Announcements 

Campbell Soup Labels and Box Tops  
for Kids 

 
Box Tops for Kids on Campbell Soup Labels and other 
foods are collected and mailed to McCurdy School in 
Espanola, New Mexico.  A few here and from other 

churches amounts to a lot and can purchase a  
computer or even a  

school bus!  

          Mitten Tree 
 
In keeping with the Mitten Tree tradition, UPark will again collect 
mittens/gloves, hats/caps, and scarves during the Advent and Christmas 
Seasons.  Last year the Christmas Mitten Tree was weighed down by  
generous UPUMC member contributions including items from the “Knitting 
or Knot” ladies who dedicated their time and knitting toward filling up the 
tree. Let’s load the tree with hand made and purchased items for sharing 
with various local agencies to distribute to their clients who need them, 
men, women, and children of all ages.  
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The Evanston Center: Kevin Garman 

In October, my sermon surrounded the idea of embracing the sorrows and joys of life as they come into our lives in the 
perpetual cycles of life. Well, the message the Spirit guided me to share that morning resonates with my soul more 
than ever after the election has come to an end. Some of us are celebrating for the candidate we chose to support 
while some of us are wondering how we fit into the America President Donald Trump envisions based off of the  
rhetoric he and his campaign have embraced. Several questions have been racing through my mind, like, how does our 
nation heal from the deep-seeded disparities so present in our world? Where, when, and with whom does conciliation 
begin? How are we genuine with our emotions and feelings while still being authentic to others who may not see the 
same perspectives and viewpoints as I? I don’t have any answers for these questions other than explaining how I have 
processed this new reality and the resources I used to help recenter myself over the past few days. 
 
One, I have tried listening more than I speak as of late. Many of you know I am a quiet person already in large crowds 
or settings I am not asked to lead or present something. I always attempt to be a better listener and more empathetic 
to my speaker’s concerns and passions. With a gamut of emotions overtaking my soul, I realized the importance of self 
care and being easy on myself this week when I do not accomplish everything I set out to complete. I have reached out 

to friends and family a little more this week asking them how they are doing, what their thoughts and emotions are 
currently, and asking and being more vulnerable to share with others my thoughts and feelings. It led me to listening 
to not just what others were saying more, but listening to my own soul and how it is feeling, listening to my own body 
and hearing how my body is responding stress and discomfort, and making sure to listen to the Divine in my moments 
of solace and centering myself. Taking care of myself first has allowed me to thoughtfully respond and listen to what 
others are saying and doing. 
 
Secondly, I was honest with myself. In my community organizing class at Iliff School of Theology, we talked about hot 
and cold anger. Hot anger is anger fueled by fear and anxiety and is an anger that gives us permission to hate and  
despise those of different belief and opinion. Cold anger is an anger which moves us into action. It is an anger which 
forces us to ask tough questions, wrestle with difficult answers, listen to others perspectives in a healthy manner to 
promote an anger fueled by passions, concerns for not just oneself but your community around you, and it allows you 
to empathize and see the Divine in others. This is not a point some people are at for very obvious reasons. This is not 
asking a Muslim family to accept President Donald Trump and simply “get over” the distasteful, offensive, and  
incriminating comments he and his campaign have promoted throughout his campaign.  Cold anger is the  
acknowledgment you are angry, frustrated, and upset, but you will not allow your anger to transform into a creature 
of fear and hate. Cold anger is a part of the lamentation process and that is part of being human. Embrace all of your 
emotions, but allow them to transform you into a new person! 
 
Lastly, I leave you with the words of the psalmist who composed the beautiful psalm 42. The psalmist speaks of the 
billows of waves overcoming us in our journey. The waves of the world come crashing down and are unexpected, ill-
timed, and unwanted, but the psalmist reminds us hope follows. Just as Jesus taught us the sorrows of life are fol-
lowed by the joys we experience, the God of hope will and shall prevail! The God of hope is present and alive in our 
souls! They remind us that deep calls unto deep and our soul cries out to the God who heard the cries and felt the pain 
and oppression of the Israelite people whom God delivered from their oppression! We will struggle, we will hurt deep-
ly, the ones who disagree with us will mock and taunt us, but through this pain, doubt, anxiety, and fear, we are re-
minded we are in this together with all of God’s children and all of God’s people walking the path of fear and love con-
tinuously with one another. In our times of dire need, we are a people that are transformed by our differences and 
tribulations not hindered by it! 
 
Advent is the season of anticipation and hope. We do not idly wait for someone else to quell fear and disparity in our 
world. We dream bigger, we laugh harder, we love more passionately, we speak out our frustrations and concerns 
more passionately, and we accept we are transformed into better people through our pain and hardship just as we are 
transformed by love and joy. May we seek justice daily in our personal lives and our communities, may we learn to 
love others more empathetically and compassionately, and may we walk humbly with our God of love who trumps 
hate and fear all throughout the world! May the Divine bless you and keep you! 
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