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Hope rises from the Christmas story.  It is in the 
words of the prophets who tell of the world  
transformed toward God’s vision of peace and good-
will.  It is in the announcement of angels to Mary 
and Joseph that God will give them a child who is 
the very face of hope for the world.  It is in the  
excitement of shepherds who hear the angels’ song.  
It is in the coming of kings who, though unfamiliar 
with the tradition, see signs in the heavens and  
follow a star to the place where hope is born.  It is  
in the pondering of the mother Mary who wonders 
what this will mean for the child she holds in her 
arms and in the kindness of Joseph who makes a 
place for this child who is not his, but will become  
all of ours.  It is in John the Baptist who declares that 
one is coming who will wash us in water and spirit.   

A contradiction of Christmas worship for the 
preacher is that we tell the old, old story in a world 
that still waits for the hope to be fulfilled, a world 

that still knows war and poverty, where mothers  
still wonder how the world will treat their sons and 
daughters.  We are up to our eyebrows in sin and 
sorrow while we sing that it shall cease.  Hope rises 
from the Christmas story and hope has a face and a 
name and is real to us again and that is “joy to the 
world.”  I have come to see that the contradiction 
does not prevent me from singing the Christmas joy.  
The contradiction makes telling the Christmas story 
just that more urgent!  The theme for worship this 
month will be, “Lift Up Your Heads; Lift Up Your 
Hearts.”   The season calls us from any discourage-
ment to courage in dreaming and then joining God 
in creating a more joyous, just and life-giving  
community world.  I wish for you that you may know 
peace in this season and blessings and that you may 
have glad and generous hearts.   

 
- Dale 

  “I’ve Been Thinking…” 
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Our Church Family 

Celebrations 

We celebrate that Mary Weber has had the cast removed from her left arm.   She had a fall in her  
backyard this past summer that resulted in a very severe break to her wrist.  She rejoices that she can 
comb her hair, eat with greater ease, and participate more fully in the activities of her assisted living  
facility.  She has enjoyed the facility so much she will move there permanently! 

Concerns 

Members and friends who have been ill or hospitalized since the last Messenger:  Jeanne Mill; Mary Lou 
Bloede; Shirley Gramer (mother of George Gramer); and Betsey Rohs (mother of Stephen Rohs). 

We extend our sympathy to the Bedin family at the death of Carol’s father, Frank Madren who died on 
November 9; to Harold Roberts and family at the death of his mother in Montana; and to the friends and 
family of Dr. Sally B. Geis, who passed away on Sunday, November 15. 

Our hearts are open to all church members, friends and family, as they experience  
the concerns and celebrations of life. 

Staff Parish Relations (SPRC) 

Pastor Search Update 

As many of you know, University Park UMC is in the midst of a change it has not had to experience in  
20 years – finding a new pastor. With Paul Kottke moving into his new role as District Superintendent 
(DS), a vacancy was created that we are now looking to fill. 

Dale Beck and the Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) met with our current DS, Melanie Rosa, in  
November to discuss how the transition will work and the timing of events. The time together was also 
spent with Melanie asking questions of the SPRC members around the church’s profile and desires for a 
new lead pastor. 

What I can share with you at this point is that the new pastor we hire will start on July 1, 2016, which is 
the church’s calendar year appointment schedule. If all goes as planned over the next few months, we 
should have a candidate presented to SPRC in February or March of 2016. 

Our next meeting will be in January and we should have additional knowledge at that time of how things 
are progressing. As we know more, we will try to share what we can with our members. Until then, please 
keep this important process in your prayers. 

Lastly I want to thank Dale and the members of the SPRC for their dedication and commitment to our 
church and to this process. They have inherited a very important duty and please keep them in your 
prayers as well. 
 

Tom Gonnella 
SPRC Chair 



University Park United Methodist Church, December 2015             Page 3                                                             

 

Where are the Kibokos? 
From Rev. Kiboko Kiboko and Family 

What a great surprise it was to be in North Carolina and see Rev Paul Kottke. 

 It has been 17 years since we left the University Park United Methodist Church family and a lot has  
happened. We loved working with all of you under the leadership of the Rev. Paul Kottke. While Kiboko 
was at Iliff he was working in this church as a student pastor. What a loving and caring church it was! We 
still remember this congregation funding Betty’s immigration lawyer’s fee and airfare. In fact, a school in 
South Dakota where Betty worked for a year from 1996 through 1997 had messed up Betty’s visa to stay 
in the USA. This church was able to raise over $5,000.00 to take care of the lawyer who had to go to the 
Congo to fix Betty’s case. Yes, you were able to pay for a round trip ticket for the lawyer.  The lawyer was 
working with Barbara Luttes.  Barbara is no longer in Denver, CO. 

Betty left Denver, CO to go to the Congo in June of 1998. The lawyer followed her two weeks later. I left 
Denver at the end of June to go to my first appointment in Mount Pleasant Iowa as Associate pastor at 
Mount Pleasant First UMC and as a chaplain at Iowa Wesleyan College. Betty was able to join me in  
August of 1998 taking the last international flight before the civil war in the Congo. 

We were in Mount Pleasant, Iowa for 4 years. The next appointment was in Laurel. We were there for  
6 years. Laurel was a small community south of Marshalltown, Iowa. In 2008 the bishop Gregory Palmer 
appointed me to the Norwalk United Methodist Church, just south of Des Moines. We served the people 
of the community of Norwalk for 7 years before the Bishop Julius C. Trimble appointed me as the  
Conference District Superintendent for the East Central District. It has been great to serve God’s people. 
This coming Sunday will be my “Installation” as district superintendent. 

Our family has grown. In May 20th of 2002, we welcomed a baby girl, Grace Kiboko.  On January 24th 2003, 
our three adopted daughters were also able to join us.  Stephanie, our oldest, is now married and has 
three boys. They live in Kansas City. Freda, our second, is a nurse and lives in West Des Moines. Raissa, 
our third, lives in Dallas and works for State Farm Insurance. 

It has been great to serve God’s people. I try to remind people to stay connected with God and with each 
other. I also remind them to share the good news with all, to care for their community, and to pray for 
one another. My family continues to pray for you and for your ministries. Love the people….love the  
people of God. 

 

In the picture below:  Betty, Grace, and Kiboko 
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Evanston Center for Spiritual Wholeness & Healing 

     A spirituality of work is based on a heightened sense of sacramentality, of the idea that everything that 
is, is holy, and that our hands consecrate it to the service of God. At the Evanston Center for Spiritual 
Wholeness and Healing, all of our classes, discussions, events, and worship experiences are designed to 
assist each participant to become all that they were created to be. It’s very sacred work! 

     I’d like to highlight one of the special “works of our hands” that is currently happening weekly - a nine- 
month long, 200 instructional hours course of yoga immersion/teacher training for people of color - in-
structed by Lakshmi Nair, whose parents were Ayurvedic physicians (traditional Indian system of medi-
cine and science of yoga). “Yoga is the deepest and most beloved part of my cultural heritage,” she 
shared with her 18 students on their first day of class. “It is an empowering, life-changing journey, where 
we can spread its healing tools beyond the limited confines of its current popularity in the West. We can 
do this together, you and I.” 

     Lakshmi hopes to spread healing throughout the Denver metro area communities of color. Her method 
is one of the first of its kind, specifically created to address the negative effects of racism and oppression 
on minority neighborhoods’ physical, mental, and spiritual well-being. Her program offers a unique explo-
ration of multicultural healing and wisdom traditions, weaving together knowledge from all corners of 
Mother Earth. It is her hope that by gathering students of color and sharing with them the sacred teach-
ings within our safe space of the Evanston Center, that she can literally bring peace to their lives, bring 
wellness to their families, and bring economic stability to their neighborhoods by teaching them to be vo-
cational yoga instructors. “I believe in the transformative power of yoga to cure our world from the dis-
ease of racism,” Lakshmi added. “Yoga unites. Yoga heals.” 

     As we move into this sacred season, I am grateful for the gift of the uniting and healing spiritual, edu-
cational, and empowering work that is being done every day at the Evanston Center, where our faith is 
deepened, our cultures are respected, our differences are honored, and the sacred work of our hearts 
brings us closer together as one people, God’s people.  Have a blessed Christmas, brothers and sisters! 

— Rev. Linda Bibb 

UPark’s children led the congregation on  
Sunday, November 8th. 
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Southeast Denver Crop Walk 

(See picture below)  Cindy Smith took this picture of the UPark Crop Walk Team that walked to raise 
awareness and funds to relieve hunger worldwide.  The team consisted of 5 people from UPark (R-L, first 
row: Rev. Dale Beck, Rev. Debby Lawrence, Hope Law, Elaine Blinn; middle second row: Embra Daylie) and 
3 people from the Eyes of Compassion Buddhist Sanga Group that meets on Thursday nights at UPark, 
they had one more person who didn’t make the picture.  Salem United Church of Christ on Florida hosted 
the event and we had a beautiful day, got to know one another better, and were treated to slurpies from 
the local 7-11 store on the southeast corner of Holly and Florida. To date we have raised $1,722.00 
($956.00 under UPUMC and $766.00 under Eyes of Compassion).  The entire collection of pledges for the 
Southeast region to date totals $9267.55.   Though these are good numbers, we are far short of the  
support we have contributed in the past.  However, it is not too late to add your contribution on-line by 
going to www.southeastdenvercrophungerwalk.   

Notes from Deacon Debby 

As part of the UPUMC relationship with a group of local interdenominational churches in the UPark area, such as 
Most Precious Blood Roman Catholic Church, Kirk of Bonnie Brae, First Plymouth, Hillcrest Reformed, Mountain-
view Friends, and several others, I have attended the monthly meetings of the group over the last 15 years.   
This group has sponsored the annual Unity Prayer Service in January, the ecumenical Stations of the Cross in  
Observatory Park on Good Friday, and other occasions for sharing ministry.  Within the last year, Jennie Preece,  
the Interfaith Liaison for the Denver Colorado Stake of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, has added 
her presence to the group.  She is a delightful person with lots of energy and passion for church partnerships,  
particularly around music.  She sends us this information: 

Denver Interfaith 
Messiah Sing-Along 

December 18, 2015, 7:00 pm 
Hope United Methodist Church 

5101 S Dayton St.  Greenwood Village CO 
 

  Join us for this inaugural interfaith event as we celebrate  
Christmas, uniting our voices through Handel's Messiah. 

http://www.southeastdenvercrophungerwalk
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UPDATE - Kids Cans for Kids—Bring Those Aluminum Cans!  

Thus far this year we have recycled approximately 952 pounds worth of aluminum cans and other miscellaneous  
metals; for a total of $409.24. 

NOTE:  Contributors, please separate different types of metals as Atlas Metal & Iron Corp—the recycle  
establishment we use—requires that the different types are separated, weighed and valued individually.  
This relieves the volunteer (Sharon Sanita—thank you very much) who delivers the metals to Atlas of  
having to do the separation before delivery.  Thanks to all who cooperate with this request.   

We will continue to send these funds to the Children’s Hospital Chaplaincy department to supply Bibles for 
patients and their families, including Spanish Bibles, and to supply other reading materials for their mobile 
interfaith book cart.   

Announcements 

The Post Employment Group Seniors welcome you to join us for lunch followed by a  
program on Wednesday, December 10.  All are invited to bring a friend and join us for fun, 

food, and fellowship.  Robin Zemetra will cater lunch at a cost of $8.00 per person.  Following lunch we will enjoy 
a Christmas Carol sing-a-long.  For more information or  questions, please contact Rev. Debby Lawrence at  
303-722-5736 or dlawrence@universityparkumc.org.  

Keeping the Needy Warm 

Brrr…we are hearing projections of a cold winter, so the Knitters (or Knot) need your help to keep the 
needy warm and meet our goal of 300 items to give away. The hat and mitten tree is already up in the 
Narthex. The scarves and hats made by our UPark knitters are a good start to meeting our goal. Here’s 
where you can be involved. 

We have an exciting new project this year, teaching our Children’s Sunday school members to make hats 
on round hat looms. Our knitters and Junior High Sunday School group will have already taught the  
children the basics of using the hat loom at the November 22 Sunday school time. If you have children  
or grandchildren, you can help by encouraging your kids and offering your help. We plan to reward each 
child who completes at least one finished hat a gift of the loom we will be loaning to them. 

One last thing. Our supply of mittens is skimpy. They are tedious to knit and can’t be made on a  
loom. So, another way to help is to pick up a few pairs of mittens when you’re doing your  
Christmas shopping or even your after Christmas bargain hunting. 

Thanks for all you do. STAY WARM!!! 

— Jo Morgan 

Alternative Gift Catalog 

Christmas Gifts that Need No Wrapping! December 6, 13, 20 are the Sundays when you 
can give to your favorite agencies. Stop by the table after church to look at the gift  
catalog – your gift will make a difference. Cash and check accepted. Questions: contact 
Angela Grun at 303-762-0684 or angelagrun@yahoo.com.  Please include Alternative 
Giving in your Christmas budget. See the next page for more details. 

mailto:dlawrence@universityparkumc.org
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Faith in Action 

Alternative Giving Opportunities for 2015 Christmas Gifts 

The Alternative Giving Program offers us, again this year, an opportunity to be intentional about the way 
in which we give our Christmas gifts. A catalogue, or booklet will again be provided that we might peruse 
and then identify specific items and their costs from fourteen different Local and Global Service Agencies.  

Specific instructions will be found in the Alternative Giving booklet. When you hand in your order, you 
will receive gift cards with matching envelopes that you will fill out and send to each individual you are  
honoring. There will also be an agency description to include with your gift card. As an example, if you 
have someone on your shopping list who has been a volunteer with Habitat for Humanity (locally, Loaves 
and Fishes), you could purchase as a gift for that person, a front step to someone's new home. Or for a 

person on your list who has dedicated his or her life to the plight of urban youth, $56 
would purchase one night of shelter for a homeless youth. 

For your planning, following is the list of agencies from which one might choose an item 
to donate this season: 

Local Agencies: Boy Scout Troop #5; Metro Care Ring; Denver Inner City Parish; Denver 
Urban  Ministries (DenUM); The Foundation Campus Ministry; Loaves and Fishes of  
Metro Denver; Urban Peak; Warren Village. 

Global Agencies: Burmese Refugee Project; Guatemala Mission Trip; Heifer Project;  
Kenya University; Sierra Leone; Sierra Service Project (Youth Mission Trips). 

Because we are in a quasi-urban location, parking is a premium in the area. Frequently 
we receive requests from church members, DU students, and friends of UPark to park in 
our lots during the week. Please note that with over 300 members, we often are unable 
to accommodate you. It really depends on the day, time, etc.  It is best to contact me at 
least 24 hours in advance. 

On Sundays, we request that our parking lots be considered for members with mobility 
concerns, families with young children, or visitors. All parking on the north side of  
Warren between University and Josephine is handicap parking. Street parking is  
available in the area. Underground parking is available on Sunday mornings and on Christmas Eve at  
University of Denver’s Daniels School of Business right across the street. 

Monday-Friday, 7am-5pm, parking in the northwest lot is DU Permit parking only. Anyone parking there 
risks at least a $30 ticket from DU. They monitor it quite well.  

Monday-Friday, 7am-5pm, parking in the northeast and visitor lots during that time is reserved for staff, 
volunteers scheduled to assist staff, visitors, and events that are on the church calendar. 

Evening parking. The management with Wheelhouse Apartments and Pioneer Apartments have made 
arrangements with us for their tenants to park overnight. All lots are open, but we have many evening 
gatherings. One hour parking restrictions prevail on the adjacent streets. 

If you have questions, please contact me: dfelt@universityparkumc.org.  

mailto:dfelt@universityparkumc.org
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Advent Devotional 

As Advent approaches the Spiritual Life Committee has ordered devotional material 
designed to help each of us to experience the season more fully.  Look for the  
booklets, Unto Us a Child is Born, at tables near both the chapel and sanctuary.   
Pick one up & use it privately and/or with family and friends.  The daily meditations 
and prayers focus on the writings of Henri Nouwen, one of the most widely read 
spiritual authors of all time.  Through these reflections, we will deepen our  
understanding and appreciation of God’s grace and love through Jesus Christ and 
we will be moved to follow Christ as we live in love and service toward others. 

Holiday Closings 

Please note that the church will be closed on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. May you enjoy 
these holidays with family and friends. 

    As you read this, our University Park medical mission team is in the middle of Guatemala Mission 2015. 
Thank you to all of you for your prayers and donations.  We will provide Pastor Dale updates to share at 
worship and in the Thursday e-mail.  We will serve small mountain communities with medical attention 
they do not receive through their government medical programs.  In some cases, we will likely see some  
patients that we saw two years ago who have not had medical attention since then.  

    We can be so proud of our medical capabilities in the USA.  Life span has increased and quality of life is 
better for those over the retirement age.  By contrast, in Guatemala we have seen people younger than 
fifty who have had very difficult lives and who look considerably older.  While our teams in 2009, 2011, 
2013, and this year serve predominantly rural areas, the entire country still has a medical malaise.  There 
are not enough physicians and medical professionals.  Every patient is a special person for us, and we  
enjoy going to the smallest of rural communities where Guatemalans line up to see us early in the  
morning hoping to receive attention from medical professionals from the USA.  We give our best. 

     Seven years ago, University Park made the very deliberate decision to field an overseas mission trip 
every other year.  We are blessed to go forward for the fourth time to the lovely mountainous country of 
Guatemala with your blessings, and we greatly appreciate your prayers and monetary contributions to 
our mission. 

     Every one of us loves what we do and honor you every day as we serve the poorest of the poor, the 
very sick, the newborn, and the aged -- the beautiful people of a beautiful country. 

    We appreciate your support so very much!  We anticipate the opportunity to share with you the  
blessings we received on this mission trip. 

 

— Rev. Debby, Dr. Amy, Linda, Phyllis, Jean, Dr. Heidi, Mike, Bob, Dr. Jeremy, and George. 

Guatemala Mission 2015 



University Park United Methodist Church, December 2015             Page 9                                                             

 

Disability Advocacy Ministry 

This month we focus on two organizations that advocate and support persons with disabilities:  The Anchor Center 
for the Blind and the Invisible Disability Association (IDA).  First, the Anchor Center for the Blind is located at 2550 
Roslyn in Denver and provides early intervention, educational and therapeutic services for children with visual  
impairments from birth to five years in order for them to reach their highest potential.  Anchor was founded in 
1982 by a librarian from the Colorado Library for the Blind and the local Delta Gamma Alumnae chapter.  The first 
group of children included four preschoolers and six homebound infants.  Today more that 400 children receive 
services each year.  About 5 years ago, the UPark PEGS group took a field trip to the newly completed Anchor  
Building.  It is a fascinating facility and the Center provides a vital community service.   

Secondly, the Invisible Disabilities Association is a non-profit 501©3 founded in 1996 and has a global impact that 
brings awareness and advocacy regarding recognition to invisible disabling conditions.  At a recent fundraiser held 
in Denver several persons shared their stories including the following two: 

Katie Maskey has lived with chronic pain since 2004 when at age 22 as she was preparing for her wedding, she fell 
ill.  After a few lung surgeries, there was nerve damage causing unremitting pain ever since.  However, the wife, 
mother, advocate, volunteer, businesswoman, speaker, philanthropist and fashion stylist has not let that disable 
her.  She has empowered herself through Invisible Disabilities Association.  “I have a voice,”  she said.  She  
advocates through her platform of Positively Responding to an Invisible Disability Everyday (PRIDE). Through this 
platform she advocates for people with invisible disabilities as they fight for understanding because of looking good 
on the outside.   

Derek Amato states, “We all live with a gift that’s within us.”  After a head injury in 2006, Amato was diagnosed 
with a rare condition referred to as ‘acquired savant syndrome.’  (Think Rain Man the movie.)  His injury left him 
with sudden musical genius—an even more rare condition.  He is a much sought after speaker, musician, singer, 
song writer, and author (My Beautiful Disaster)… His head literally spins with creativity and stimulation which  
disrupts his sleeping patterns and effectiveness.  Derek is involved in a variety of humanitarian efforts. 

Note:  These articles are taken from the November 5, 2015 issue of The Villager. 

The 2015 Medicare open enrollment period runs from October 15 to December 7. It's the time when Medicare  
recipients can comparison shop and make changes to their plans. It's also a time when scammers take advantage of 
older consumers with ruses like these:   

Someone calls or emails claiming they need your Medicare number to update your account, get you a new card, or 
send you Medicare benefit information.  It's a scam. Plan representatives are not allowed to ask you for payment 
over the phone or online.   

Dishonest companies may offer you free medical exams or supplies. Be wary. It may be a trick to get and misuse 
your personal information.  Only give personal or financial information when you have verified who you're talking 
to. How do you know you are speaking to a "REAL" representative?  YOU make the call to 1-800-MEDICARE to make 
sure you're talking to a legitimate representative. 

There are a lot of marketing ploys out there ready to trick you into thinking that there is a magic cure for whatever 
ails you.  They all promise instant relief and a "money back guarantee".  Be Suspicious, Skeptical and Wary. Ask 
questions, and if you get an answer you understand don't buy it!  The best tip is to ask your doctor about this mira-
cle product.  Chances are your Doctor will advise against it.  

Consumer Advisory 
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United Methodist Women 

Warren Village 

The Warren Village Christmas Shop will be open to residents on December 12, so new, unwrapped gifts 
for the moms and the children need to be at the church by December 9 when they will be taken to Park 
Hill UMC for the shopping of parents for children and children for their parents.  Moms love gifts for the 
kitchen and home.  Especially appreciated are gift cards for the teens from Target or other stores. 
 

Reading Program 

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks recalls the story of a poor black tobacco farmer whose cells were 
taken without her knowledge in 1951 and became one of the most important tools in medicine, vital for 
developing the polio vaccine, cloning, gene mapping and more.  More than 20 years later, her children 
found out and their lives would never be the same. This book and other books are available at the UMW 
bookshelf by the water fountain. 
 

King Soopers & Safeway Cards 

King Soopers cards continue to be available following the Sunday morning services.  What great gifts a 
$25 card will make!  In November, a check of $391.74 was received from King Soopers and $13.50 from 
Safeway.  Thank you to all who reload their cards!  
 

Days for Girls in Sierra Leone 

Check out the bulletin board at the bottom of the stairs, which has pictures of women in Sierra Leone 
putting together the bags for the girls who can then go to school all the days of the month. The project is 
ongoing and money is needed for fabric (on sale, of course) and shipping costs.  See Hope Law or Dorothy 
Musil with your donations. 
 

Box Tops and Campbell Soup Labels 

This is soup weather!  Please save the part of the label on Campbell soups for Box Tops for Kids.  A basket 
is available in the lobby to place these and they are sent to Española for McCurdy School.  Thousands are 
collected from many places and computers and buses are purchased with the "box tops." 

Circles 

New Members Always Welcome 

 Bible Study: Wednesday, December 16, 9:30am in Osborne Parlor.   
“I Bought a House on Gratitude Street,” will be the continuing study 
led by Richard Nelson. 

 Crosspoints: Saturday, December 12 at noon for a "potluck" lunch followed by the liturgical dancers from 
Scott UMC.  These young ladies have an energy and interpretation of music in worship that is marvelous.   
Join in the fellowship and Christmas joy.  

 Knitting or Knot: Monday December 7, 1:30pm in the Cornerstone II Classroom.  If not knitting, bring a handi-
craft and join in the conversation! 
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Christian Education 

Adult Forum will offer presentations from many speakers on diverse and interesting topics.  Jim Fleet 
and Cal Neptune work together to facilitate this class which meets in Bryans Room.  

 December 6 – Cal Neptune – TBA 

 December 13 – Jeremy Long – Post Guatemala Trip – The Medical Side 

 December 20 – Christmas Carols in East Fellowship 

 December 27 – Christmas Break: no Sunday School  

Journeys in Faith will meet in the East Parlor. Come join us for some interesting and lively discussions. 
The facilitators will be Les Law and Tony Winger. 

 December 6 – A Thrill of HOPE – The Christmas Story in Word and Art 

 December 13 – A Thrill of HOPE - II 

 December 20 – Christmas Carols in East Fellowship 

 December 27 – Christmas Break: no Sunday School  

Cornerstone II is a class that is geared to the parents of young children although anyone can join us at 
anytime.  The goal is to offer insights into parenting issues and to build relationships among parents and 
families.  Class will be facilitated by Jeremy and Amy Long and meets in the Cornerstone II room.   

 December 6 – What Is Advent Again? 

 December 13 – Special guest speaker.   

 December 20 – Christmas Caroling – Paul Seaborn 

 December 27 – Christmas Break: no Sunday School  

Christmas Pageant 

Our annual Children’s Christmas Pageant will be presented on Sunday, December 20, during the 11:00 am 
service.  We hope all of our children, toddlers through youth, will participate in this event.    We are  
working on giving the older children their roles (speaking parts) and would like their 
parents to encourage them to memorize their part once those are determined.   
Rehearsal will be during Sunday School on December 20.  Our very youngest children 
are also invited to participate in the pageant.  They do not need to rehearse, but can 
come on the 20th, choose a costume, and participate in the “impromptu” pageant style 
we have enjoyed for years. 

4 O’CLOCK CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: We’ve invited the puppets to come back to tell the Christmas 
story in addition we’ll share many of our favorite Carols.    
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November 29th- December 20th the children of University Park will be participating in a four week  
Sunday school rotation entitled “Reaction to the Promise – Jesus’ Birth.” For every action there is a  
reaction! Please note that there will not be Sunday school on December 27th or January 3rd due to the 
holiday break. This Christmas, the children will examine God’s action of sending Jesus and the reaction of 
this promised child on Mary and Joseph, the shepherds, Magi, and King Herod.  The children will not only 
learn the Christmas story, but also identify their reaction to the promise fulfilled at Jesus’ birth.  Through 
activities such as playing the game “Blessings and Bummers,” the children can respond in faith by seeking 
Jesus, telling the Good News of his birth, and being open to God’s plan for their lives.   

In the Drama workshop, children will use their bodies and voices to examine King Herod’s negative  
reaction to the birth of Jesus.  They will explore what the opposite of Herod’s reaction could have been.  
Through a situation improvisation drama activity, the children will understand that when faced with 
threats or difficult situations today, they can either react like a King Herod or react with trust in Jesus. 
This workshop contains separate drama activities for primary and intermediate children. 

The Game Workshop, children will become the viewing audience in the TV game show “Blessings and  
Bummers” hosted by Rusty Faith.  Rusty asks Mary and Joseph to “come on down” as contestants of the 
day.  They are introduced as a young engaged couple.  During the game, Mary and Joseph have the  
opportunity to choose between three Surprise Boxes.  Each Surprise Box contains a Blessing or a Bummer.  
Children will see how Mary and Joseph react to the surprise of a baby, God’s son, as they choose Surprise 
Box 3.  Following the game show, children will play a short card game of Blessings and Bummers and learn 
that through all things God works for the good of those who love him. 

Dressed as shepherds in the Music Workshop children will pretend they are the shepherds sitting and 
watching their sheep on the hillside overlooking Bethlehem.  As they sit quietly watching the stars  
overhead, the Angel of the Lord suddenly appears to them.  Children will discuss their reaction to the  
angel’s appearance and learn of the shepherd’s reaction of seeking and telling.  They will learn the song 
“Go Tell it on the Mountain” to remind them that God wants them to tell others of Jesus’ birth.   

In the movie workshop, the story of Jesus’ birth will unfold before the children. The children will use their 
trading cards to identify the main characters.  Primary children will play a game of matching with the 
trading cards while Intermediate children will match characters to their reactions to God’s promise on 
game cards.  Children will learn that God’s promise, Jesus, gives them a new way of living with love, hope, 
and meaning that they can share with others. 

 

Thank you to the volunteers of the Reaction to the Promise rotation! Thank you to our teachers Kevin and 
Julie Johnson, Jamie Nahil, Barb Philipp, and Amber Rundle-Kahn: and shepherds Jennifer Robinson,  
Andrea Bobotis, and Connie Beauchamp. 

Many thanks to the volunteers of the past Creation rotation! Thank you to our teachers Amy and Jeff 
Flynn, Lisa Zorn, Paul and Heidi Seaborn, and Vanessa Cain. 

And thank you to the high school youth who are shepherding! 

Children’s Programming 
From Christina Pacheco 
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United Methodist Youth Fellowship 

The youth group (all 6th graders through 12th  graders)  
will continue meeting every other Sunday at 12:15 in room 

B03 and various locations.  Steve & Diane Felt, Larry  
Roggensack, and Duane will be the interested adults.  

 

Youth Sunday School Class 

The 6th – 8th graders will meet in room 
BO3 at 9:30 am with Bethany Hader 

while the 9th – 12th graders will meet in 
the Wesley Lounge with Barb Eulenstein.  

Last Month: 

The Fall Festival was a wonderful Halloween party! Our youth group set up the games, handed out tickets 
and prizes, and enjoyed the festivities. On November 22, we participated in DenUM's Food for All. The 
youth were able to bring enough food and gift cards to complete approximately 30 baskets for the less 
privileged.  We delivered the food to DenUM and helped pack the boxes to be delivered for a great 
Thanksgiving that would otherwise not be possible.  All totaled, DenUM was able to feed about 538  
families.  This has become a wonderful tradition for a number of youth groups in the Denver area! 

Coming Up: 

The Youth Group Christmas party is scheduled for December 20. It will be at the church this time.  
Also, we are doing the PB&J ministry over Christmas Break. This time, instead of PB&J, we will be handing 
out our famous burritos. It all happens on New Year's Day! 

October 30 Youth Group Heads to Fright Fest 
Photo credit: Rodney Brown  
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 cfcu-co.org 
 
"While we continue to pray for the families and friends of those who have perished,  
we must also support our prayers with action."  Faiths United to Prevent Gun Violence 

 
December 14 marks the 3

rd
 anniversary of the murders by firearm of 20 first graders and 6 adult 

staff members at Sandy Hook Elementary School. The National Gun Violence Prevention  

Sabbath, December 10 – 14, commemorates that event. 

During last year’s Sabbath, over 200 people, under the banner of Colorado Faith Communities 

United to End Gun Violence (CFCU) held a vigil at the state capitol, urging legislators to take  

action to reduce the toll of gun violence in Colorado. The result? All the sensible gun laws passed 

in 2013 remain on the books, and bills designed to allow for more guns, or to make them more 

lethal, were defeated.  This year we are asking individual congregations to commemorate, in their 

own ways, those whose lives have been touched by gun violence.  In addition, there will be a 

candlelight vigil at Colorado Boulevard and Hampden on 12/13 at 6:30 p.m.to call attention to this 

issue. 

Sandy Hook was, perhaps the most heart-wrenching mass shooting in the U.S. Yet, since 2008 

there has been a mass shooting, i.e. 4 or more victims, every week.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In our country, we experience over 30,000 firearm deaths, and more than 100,000 gun injuries 

yearly. If a disease was taking that toll, we would marshal every public health asset to combat it. 

Yet we allow this slaughter to continue unabated. Your congregation is a member of CFCU, and 

your participation in dealing with this public health epidemic is needed and appreciated. 

To paraphrase Bob Dylan: How many deaths will it take till we know that too many people have 

died? This is not about gun rights or words on paper. It is about taking action to make our  

communities, our state, and our nation safer. Please, become active in your congregation’s  

efforts by taking action to stop the slaughter. 

In Colorado, there were 638 gun deaths in 

2014.  During that year, there were 486  

motor vehicle fatalities. In much of the U.S. 

you are more likely to be killed by a gun 

than by a motor vehicle. Gun manufacturing 

is the only industry exempt from product  

liability lawsuits. 
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Administrative Corner 
From Diane Felt, Administrative Assistant 

Please note that due to a busy Advent and Christmas 
season, the deadline for the January Messenger will 
be Monday, December 14th.  Please submit them to 
Diane Felt at dfelt@universityparkumc.org to pass 
along to Elizabeth Boyer, our Messenger Editor. 

Poinsettia Sign-Up 

Our annual custom of adorning the Sanctuary and Wasser Chapel continues this year. Red 
poinsettias are available for $10. Poinsettias will be delivered on December 23 and displayed 
in the Sanctuary and Wasser Chapel through Christmas Eve. You may take yours home fol-
lowing the 7pm or 11pm services on Christmas Eve. A Poinsettia Sign-Up Chart is on the kiosk 
in the foyer where you can place your name and sentiment for the bulletin. Please make 
checks payable to UPark UMC or go to the church website: http://universityparkumc.org/ 
and click on the Giving tab. You may pay using our secure payment site. 

Sanctuary Flowers for 2016 

The flower sign-up chart is on the kiosk in the foyer. This is a thoughtful way to honor or  
remember someone or acknowledge a special occasion. Price is $50 per week. Checks made 
payable to UPark UMC or pay using the website: http://universityparkumc.org/ and click on 
the “Giving” tab. Donors have the option of taking the arrangement home after the 11am  
service or having Deacon Debby pass them along to one of our homebound members. 

Volunteer Opportunity 

I’m seeking a volunteer to print the weekly bulletin and possibly assist with printing the Christmas Eve bulletins on 
our Xerox printer on December 22 or 23 after 4pm for roughly 3 hours. This would be for  
someone who can work independently. Duties include printing the bulletin and changing toner 
or other replacement components, if the printer prompts you to do so.  I would provide you 
with training. Please contact me at dfelt@universityparkumc.org. Thanks much!  

In Preparation for the Charge Conference and Annual Meeting 

On Sunday, January 31 we will have a combined Charge Conference and Annual Meeting. This article is 
to provide an initial “heads up” to Committee chairs, UMW, and event coordinators (bowling, softball, 
Church Camp, Buffalo Creek Campout, etc.) Please mark your calendars to submit 2015 reports to me by 
January 11. Statistics are also reported to the Rocky Mountain Conference each January. I will reach out 
to committee chairs and other individuals to acquire 2015 statistics should they not appear in the  
reports. Your timeliness is appreciated. Please send your reports to me: dfelt@universityparkumc.org. 
Thank you.  

mailto:dfelt@universityparkumc.org
http://universityparkumc.org/
http://universityparkumc.org/
mailto:dfelt@universityparkumc.org
mailto:dfelt@universityparkumc.org
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