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Three groups within the church are following a book 
study by Brian McLaren titled: “We Make the Road by 
Walking.”  I like the title, because it gives expression to 
my experience that the future is not so much planned or 
plotted as it is lived.  Each step leads to another.  God is 
with us on the road, but what we will do and be is yet to 
be realized.  We will write the story of our future in our 
actions. 

In the first two weeks of November you are being asked 
to do two significant things for the present and future of 
University Park United Methodist Church.  One is to  
participate in a Sunday afternoon visioning event we are 
calling “Narrative Future 2015.”  It will begin just after 
the 11 am worship service on November 8.  We’ll have 
lunch and then begin.  I hope you’ll join us.  The other is 
the annual time for church members and friends to make 
commitments for their giving in the next year.  You will 
be asked to complete a pledge card to tell us your  
intention of giving.  Both of these are significant for the 
immediate present to say who we are and what we will 
do now, but what happens in these two events will either 

limit or extend what this church will be in the next years. 

First, about the “futuring event.”  It was something begun 
earlier when the church looked ahead and saw that there 
would be retirements of key staff members within the 
next few years.  It was part of a leadership succession 
effort.  Last spring the schedule was moved up when Rev. 
Paul Kottke was appointed District Superintendent.   
Before the succession was planned, it was upon us.  
Bishop Elaine Stanovsky appointed me as an interim  
pastor and though she will appoint the next pastor, we 
now have an “interim moment,” that is a year, to prepare 
ourselves for the new pastoral leadership.  Next month I 
will say more about how the process of appointment will 
take place. 

So what do we do with this interim season?  I hope that 
you will not see it as a moment to take a break!  It is in 
fact a moment to ask: “Who are we?  What do we care 
about?  What do we imagine God doing among us?  What 
do we want the future of our church to look like?”   

(continued on page 2) 

  “I’ve Been Thinking…” 
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Our Church Family 

Celebrations 

We welcome the birth of Wyatt Oliver Westra, son of Children’s Ministry worker, Hanna Westra and 
grandson of her mother Mary Worth who also serves UPark in the Children’s Ministry.  We also celebrate 
the October 18 baptism of Jonah William Wilkins, son of Ben and Kacey Wilkins. 

Concerns 

Members and friends who have been ill or hospitalized since the last Messenger:  Moyna Hudgens, Byron 
Bowsher, Glenn Tuthill, and Larry Grauberger. 

We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of Florence Horner who died on Monday, September 
21 and to Lola Ozman at the death of her brother-in-law. 

Our hearts are open to all church members, friends and family, as they experience  
the concerns and celebrations of life. 

(continued from page 1) 

I have been asking those questions, not to have an answer to put in a report, but for you to live with and to help 
you to shape the future that you desire.  Perhaps you will say, “I am not the one to answer those questions,  that 
belongs to those other people.”  Let me urge you to be one of those people who shapes the answer.   You will  
decide for yourself whether your experience, needs and hopes will be part of our day. 

We are also asking members and friends of the church to make a commitment to the church for another year.   
During that year you will welcome a new pastor who will lead you, hopefully for a significant length of time and 
fruitfully as well.  Your financial support for the church will either enable or limit what that future will be.  There are 
challenges.  One is an aging building with needs for upkeep.  It is in a great location that provides opportunities for 
ministry and impact that is in the community and toward the larger future.  To be by the university and seminary is 
a great opportunity to impact the lives of people who will play a significant role in the future of the country and the 
world.  Our location and our building are tied together.  We need to maintain it well.  It is a resource for living our 
values of interfaith and international hospitality as well.  Some good work has been done this year to ensure that 
the Evanston building will be able to support ministry as well. 

The other challenge financially is to maintain the staffing for vigorous and adventurous programming.  We are  
doing two things at once.  We are continuing a tradition of excellence in music for worship while we support new 
forms for worship.  We are staffing to build an education program that meets current needs and opens the door to 
a new generation. We keep looking for the crystal ball that will tell us what exactly that future will look like, but 
there are many competing visions.  The truth is that we will make that road by walking.  Your support for the 
budget will keep us on the path. 

I am unembarrassed  to ask you to walk this road into the future with University Park.  This is a great church with a 
great tradition and a great opportunity and great people.  I am unembarrassed to ask you to step up as you are 
able to ensure that we are financially healthy as we receive new leadership.  When all who are able take the  
simplest advance in giving, there will be enough.  Without the effort of all who are able, the church will lag in its 
ability.  You will make this road by walking. 

— Rev. Dale Beck 
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Notes from Deacon Debby 

As part of the UPUMC relationship with the local ecumenical churches,  I have attended the monthly 
meetings over the last many years.  This group has sponsored the annual Unity Prayer Service in  
January, the ecumenical Stations of the Cross in Observatory Park on Good Friday, and other occasions 
for sharing ministry.  Within the last year, Jennie Preece, the Interfaith Liaison for the Denver, Colorado 
Stake of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, has added her presence to the group.  She is a 
delightful person with lots of energy and passion for church partnerships, particularly around music.  
She sends us this note and information: 

 

Hello Friends of Faith! 

As many of you know, I have wanted to bring an Interfaith Messiah Sing-Along to our community, and 
on December 18th, Hope United Methodist and the LDS Denver Stake will be making this happen:) 
We haven't created any flyers or specific publicity as of yet, but wanted to get the word out to our 
fellow faith communities. 
 
Hope United Methodist and the Denver Stake of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints are  
co-sponsoring an Interfaith Messiah Sing-Along for December 18, 2015 at 7 pm at Hope United  
Methodist Church. To join the Interfaith Choir or learn more information about the performance, 
please go to Interfaith Messiah Sing-Along. 
 
Please note, this performance is for charity and all donations will be given to the Village Resource  
Center. No soloist, choir or orchestra member will be paid for their participation. Come join us for the 
experience and the goodness of the season!  

Disability Advocacy Ministry 

FYI: Definition of Macular Degeneration 

Macular degeneration is an eye disease that disrupts the central, specialized part of the retina called the 
macula. The macula is responsible for giving us clear, sharp central vision and enables us to see things in 
great detail. We use our macula when we are reading printed material or looking at street signs. 

Macular degeneration may affect only one eye, although it commonly affects both. 

Some types of macular degeneration can occur in young people; however, the main type, age-related 
macular degeneration (ARMD), mainly affects people 55 years of age and older. 

Macular degeneration is generally painless and progresses very slowly, although in some cases it can  
progress rapidly and cause significant and permanent central vision loss. There is no cure for macular  
degeneration. Treatment is focused on preventing further vision loss. 

Also Known As: "sneak thief of sight" 

http://www.denvermormons.org/interfaith-messiah-sing-along.html
http://www.hopechangeslives.org/vrc
http://www.hopechangeslives.org/vrc
http://vision.about.com/od/eyeanatomy/g/Retina.htm
http://vision.about.com/od/visionglossary/g/Macula.htm
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UPDATE - Kids Cans for Kids—Bring Those Aluminum Cans!  

Thus far this year we have recycled approximately 758 pounds worth of aluminum cans and other miscellaneous  
metals; for a total of $351.10. 

NOTE:  Contributors, please separate different types of metals as Atlas Metal & Iron Corp—the recycle  
establishment we use—requires that the different types are separated, weighed and valued individually.  
This relieves the volunteer (Sharon Sanita—thank you very much) who delivers the metals to Atlas of  
having to do the separation before delivery.  Thanks to all who cooperate with this request.   

We will continue to send these funds to the Children’s Hospital Chaplaincy department to supply Bibles for 
patients and their families, including Spanish Bibles, and to supply other reading materials for their mobile 
interfaith book cart.   

Announcements 

The Post Employment Group Seniors welcome you to join us for lunch followed by a  
program on Wednesday, November 8.  All are invited to bring a friend and join us for fun, 

food, and fellowship.  Robin Zemetra will cater lunch at a cost of $8.00 per person.  Watch for program details in 
the weekly bulletin.  For more information or  questions, please contact Rev. Debby Lawrence at 303-722-5736 or 
dlawrence@universityparkumc.org.  

Denver LeafDrop 

Denver’s LeafDrop Program continues for Denver Residents Only. Materials collected are composted and 
then made available to Denver residents for purchase in May. 

WEEKDAY drop-off sites open until November 30 Monday – Friday, 8am-2pm  
All leaves brought during the week must be in secured bags. Paper bags are preferable. 

Cherry Creek Transfer Station – 7301 E. Jewell Ave. (Quebec St. & Cherry Creek Dr. South) 

Havana Nursery – 10450 Smith Rd. (Just south of I-70 on Havana St.) 

WEEKEND drop-off sites open November 7 - November 22, Saturdays and Sundays, 11am-3pm  
Dropping off leaves during other times is considered illegal dumping. 

Cranmer Park – 3rd Ave. & Clermont St. 

Bruce Randolph High School – E. 40th Ave. & Steele St. 

South High School – Louisiana Ave. & Franklin St. 

Cherry Creek Transfer Station – 7301 E. Jewell Ave. (Quebec St. & 
Cherry Creek Dr. South) 

Sloan’s Lake Park – 17th Ave. & Sheridan Blvd. 

Kennedy High School – Newland St. & Brown Pl. 

Break the plastic bag habit and use paper bags instead! Denver residents 
can pick up a free five-pack of paper leaf and yard bags at participating 
Denver area Ace Hardware stores with a coupon. Visit denvergov.org/leafdrop to print a coupon and see 
the list of participating Ace Hardware stores.  Denver’s LeafDrop program is sponsored by the Denver 
Public Works Denver Recycles program, in partnership with A1 Organics. For more information about 
Denver Recycles’ programs, call (720) 913-1311or visit us online at denvergov.org/denverrecycles. 

mailto:dlawrence@universityparkumc.org
http://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/trash-and-recycling/composting/seasonal-programs.html
http://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/trash-and-recycling/recycling.html
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Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
 

November 26, 2015 @10:00 am 

Tri-State & Denver Buddhist Temple 

1947 Lawrence Street 

Denver, CO 80202 
 

Ji-Nen Hoh-Ni 自然法爾 

Ultimate Reality in Life 

The Irresistible Working of Immeasurable Life and Life 

 

As for Jinen自然, Ji自 means ‘of itself’; it does not mean “through the practicer’s calculation’, it means ‘to  

be made to be so’. Nen然 means ‘to be made to be so’, because it is not through the practicer’s calcula-

tion, but through the working of Vow of Dharma, it means ‘to be made to be so through the working of 

Dharma. This Honi法爾 is the working of the Vow of Tathagata (Dharma) so that there is no place at all 

for the practicer’s calculation. Therefore, we should realize that in the ultimate reality (Other Power) no 
reasoning is the true reasoning. 
                                                                                                            Shin-ran (1173-1262) 
 

Clergy from Participating Congregations 
(Alphabetical Order) 

Central Christian Church 

Christ the King Roman Catholic Church 

Church World Services 

Colorado Muslim Society 

Congregation B’nai Havurah 

First Unitarian Church 

First Universalist Church 

Montview Boulevard Church 

Northeast Denver Islamic Center 

Temple of Emanuel Synagogue 

University Park United Methodist Church 
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On Saturday, November 7, Just Food, will take place at Iliff with lunch in UPark UMC’s East Fellowship 
Hall. This inaugural symposium sifts through where culture, food, religion and social justice intersect. 
There will be a number of presentations, a themed meal for lunch and interactive opportunities for the 
attendees. Our primary goal is to get congregations to begin the journey from food charity to food justice 
by gaining a deeper understanding of the root causes of hunger and why it persists. 

We will also explore other contemporary food topics that range from policy analysis to the whimsical. 
Though this symposium will have some panel discussions that explore Christian perspectives on food and 
food culture, there will be presentations that will captivate ANYONE interested in these subjects. 

Just Food is sponsored by the Colorado Council of Churches, Governor Hickenlooper's Office of  
Community Partnerships and the Iliff School of Theology. 

Date:              November 7, 2015, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Location:        Iliff School of Theology, Shattuck Hall, 2323 East Iliff Avenue 

Cost:              $15 per person by October 15th, $25 per person after that.  

  (The cost includes continental breakfast and lunch.) 

                       

Registration—8 a.m. to 9 a.m. Continental breakfast provided. 

Morning Plenary Sessions—9 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Welcome—Adrian Miller, Executive Director, Colorado Council of Churches. 

Keynote Address—Beverly Grant, Mo' Betta Green Market Place. 

"Faith and Farming in Outstate Colorado." 

"Rethinking the Church Pantry"—Kathy Underhill, Hunger Free Colorado. 

Lunch—12:15 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. (At UPark UMC’s East Fellowship Hall) 

Afternoon Plenary Sessions--1:45 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

"Agape, Eucharist, Potluck: Two Thousand Years of Christians Breaking Bread Together,"  
Prof. Eric C. Smith, Iliff School of Theology 

"Eating All of God's Creatures," Wendy Lu McGill, Edible Insect Expert and Helen Katich,  
Food Rescue Alliance. 

"Hitting Spiritual Pay Dirt with a Church Garden"—Rev. Mark Meeks, Capitol Heights  
Presbyterian Church, Denver, CO. 

 

For more information, please contact:  Adrian Miller, Colorado Council of Churches: staff@cochurches.org 
or 303-825-4910. 

file:///C:/Users/Elizabeth/Documents/UPark%20UMC%20Messenger/2015%20November%20Messenger/staff@cochurches.org%20
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We’re Finalizing Plans, Still Raising Funds 

It is almost November 29 — the day our ten-person team flies to Guatemala for our 2015 Mission.   
Our missioners are Dr. Jeremy Long, Dr. Amy Long, Dr. Heidi Seaborn Moyse, Rev. Debby Lawrence, Jean 
Kottke, Mike Eglinton, Phyllis Ward, Robert Wilson, Jr., Linda Schuyler, and Team Leader George K.  
Gramer, Jr. 

Each team member pays $1600 for airfare, room and board, insurance, transportation in-country, our 
translators, and our team shirts. 

Additionally, we are raising funds to pay for the medicines we purchase in-country through our partner 
Salud y Paz.  Right now we estimate we need about $2000-2500 more to cover all medicine expenses. 

Please keep our team in your prayers and if possible, contribute to the medicine fund (write "Guatemala" 
in the memo section of your check). For more information, please contact George Gramer, UPark trip  
coordinator: gkgjr@aol.com. 

Faith in Action 

The finishing touches were placed, on the 17th home that Loaves & 
Fishes has constructed, on October 31st. Our new homeowner is  
Adriana Zermeno. She is a single mom with 4 children: Frida - 17,  
Juan - 13, Adriana - 11, and Luis - 6. Adriana works as a cook at Lutheran 
Medical Center. She has worked hard for years to get her finances in  
order so she could apply for a Habitat home.  

Many people wrongly assume that homeowners are "given" their 
homes. What really happens is each signer on the mortgage must put in 

200 hours of "sweat equity" in the form of classes about budgeting and simple repairs, as well as actually 
building their own home and the homes of others. By completing these hours, Habitat holds their interest 
free mortgage, and they pay a reasonable amount of their monthly income back to Habitat. 

As a coalition of 12 churches, it is our responsibility to not only provide volunteer workers (thanks to 
those who worked on a hot Aug. 29th!) but to raise $85,000 per home to offset the cost of materials. This 
allows each new homeowner to come into a new, modest home that won't cost them all of their monthly 
paycheck. As of the beginning of October we were only half way to that number. With the end of the year 
approaching please consider a donation to help us help others. Make checks out to UPUMC - Loaves and 
Fishes. 

Guatemala Mission Trip 

file:///C:/Users/Elizabeth/Documents/UPark%20UMC%20Messenger/2015%20November%20Messenger/gkgjr@aol.com
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For all leaders, interested  
members, and friends 

Narrative Future 2015 
 
 

When the Narrative Future Project began, it was part of a plan for a future  
transition, but in the way that life and the church sometimes moves, we are 
now in the midst of transition.  Church leaders and all interested members and 
friends are invited to participate in Narrative Future 2015, a group process for 
appreciating what our church means to us and visioning a future for the church 
that carries forward the best of us. 

November 8, 2015 
12:15-4:00 p.m. 

University Park United Methodist Church 

Led by Rev Dale Beck, Steve Felt, and David McDaniel 
 

These are among the principles of Appreciative Inquiry that guide the process: 

 In every society, organization or group, something works. 

 What we focus on becomes our reality.  What we pay attention to is what grows. 

 Asking questions of an organization or group influences the group in some way. 

 If we carry parts of the past forward, they should be the best things about the past. 

 It is important to value differences. 

The purpose of our day: 

 Building community through telling our stories and shared visioning. 

 Understanding and naming what is life-giving in our faith community. 

 Imagining and naming the future we want for our church and its leadership. 

Lunch and childcare will be provided. Please register for childcare by Nov 1. 
Email your registration to Diane Felt: dfelt@universityparkumc.org. 
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Your gifts make the difference!  As we move into the stewardship season, this year looks so different from 

last year at University Park.  Last year you talked about the possibility of retirement for your pastor in a few years.  

Now we are anticipating new “in place” pastoral leadership in the year to come.  One of our chief concerns as we 

look at the year before us is that the church remains sound in its conduct, ministries, and finances so that new 

leadership comes to a place that is ready to move into the future with confidence. I urge you to support the  

ministry and future of the church with your generous support.  That is the only way we can be where we want to 

be to create the future we want to have for our church, the future that we believe God intends for us. 

Your gifts make the difference!  University Park United Methodist Church is distinctive.  We suppose every 

congregation has its own particular life and style, but there is something unique in this congregation.  It has to do 

with its past and the excellent tradition of this congregation that has been in place here.  Part of the uniqueness 

has to do with our location on the edge of the campus of University of Denver.  We live and worship in this place 

where the future is being formed through education.  Our DU Foundation Campus Ministry takes the uncommon 

path of service to invite students into a relationship with God that feeds the hungry and takes and cares for the 

outcast. Your gifts keep these ministries vital. 

Your gifts make the difference!  This is a place of worship and hospitality that welcomes and includes  

people of all ages and nations.  All are welcome here.  Children are nurtured in a caring environment that teaches 

them not only to value the God in them, but also to value the God in each other.  Youth have fun and find a  

community that cares about them.  They also have opportunities for meaningful service.  Ongoing and short term 

groups for younger, middle, and older adults explore the meaning of faith and they are urged to use their talents 

and stewardship toward making the city a more kind and caring place to live.  Your gifts make this possible.  Your 

gifts make the difference. 

Your gifts make the difference!  University Park UMC is unique in the number and variety of groups and 

persons that gather under its roof: some relating to the University, some providing a place for people battling  

addictions, practicing mindfulness and yoga, learning music, coming for spiritual direction.  Over 500 people a week 

pass through the doors of Evanston Center for Spiritual Wholeness and Healing: learning English, gathering for  

worship, engaging in Bible study, supporting one another and healing through various forms of trauma.  Our  

ministries under the roof are multiplied by ministries outside the walls.  University Park makes the community and 

world better places for people to live. Your gifts make the difference. 

Stewardship 2016 



Page 10  The Messenger, November 2015 

 

October 25th – November 15th the children of University Park will be participating in a four-week Sunday school 
rotation entitled “Creation: God’s Work in Progress.” Children will learn that God’s creation is not finished but is a 
work in progress.  As they explore God’s “earth machine” as a wondrously balanced ecosystem, they will learn that 
God gave them responsibility for its care.  Being created in God’s image challenges them to reflect God’s Spirit in 
their daily lives.  They will learn that they, too, are a work in progress and through Jesus they can be a new  
creation.    

In the Bible Knowledge workshop, children will ponder the age-old question: "Which came first, the chicken or the 
egg?"  The children will learn that when there was nothing, there was still the Spirit of God.  The children will learn 
that all of creation came from God; only God is capable of creating something from nothing. As they participate in a 
"Come Up and Create" activity, the children will learn of the creation story as described in the Bible.  The children 
will also recognize the Spirit of God in all creation and how they can create using the Spirit within.   

The Computer Workshop will serve to reinforce the major themes of the Creation Story highlighted in this unit.  
The children will play a Bible Memory Verse Blow-out, the Creation Story Quiz, or learn about the ecology of God’s 
creation. 

In the Dance Workshop, the children will learn from a storybook that God created us in God’s image.  In a dance 
activity the children will explore what God’s image looks like.  Through a weaving activity the children will examine 
the image God created within them.  In a second dance activity the children will create to music and reflect God’s 
image within. 

Children in the Science and Storytelling workshop will hear the story of creation from a Father and Son as creator 
perspective.  They learn that God’s creation is ongoing.  In another story, The Tarnished Penny, children will further 
learn that through Jesus they can be new creations.  A science experiment will teach them that a chemical reaction 
between two solutions can clean a tarnished penny.  Jesus offers them living water to remove their tarnish and  
become new creations.   

Parents mark your calendars! November 8th is Children’s Sabbath where the children of UPark, 3 years old through 
5th grade, will lead all of the congregation members in the 8:30 and 11:00 worship services. Please plan to attend 
this special and moving once a year event! If your children would like to participate please contact Christina 
Pacheco at 720-429-5798 or at cpacheco@universityparkumc.org. 

Then, on November 22nd the children of UPUMC will get to participate in a one-week intergenerational event. The 
children will learn from their elders how to knit hats to give away for those in need. The hats will be displayed on 
UPark’s traditional giving tree. A special thank you to Jo Morgan for arranging this memorable event. 

Lastly, with more detail to come later beginning on November 29th, the children of UPUMC will begin a new rota-
tion entitled “Reaction to the Promise.” For every action there is a reaction! This Christmas, the children will exam-
ine God’s action of sending Jesus and the reaction of this promised child on Mary and Joseph, the shepherds, Magi, 
and King Herod.  The children will not only learn the Christmas story, but also identify their reaction to the promise 
fulfilled at Jesus’ birth.  Through activities, crafts, and games, children will learn they can respond in faith by seek-
ing Jesus, telling the Good News of his birth, and being open to God’s plan for their lives. 

Many thanks to the volunteers of the upcoming Creation rotation! Thank you to our teachers Amy and Jeff Flynn, 
Lisa Zorn, Paul and Heidi Seaborn, and Vanessa Cain; and the high school youth who are shepherding! 

Thank you to the volunteers of the Reaction to the Promise rotation! Thank you to our teachers Kevin and Julie 
Johnson, Jamie Nahil, Barb Philipp, and Amber Rundle-Kahn; and shepherds Jennifer Robinson, Andrea Bobotis, and 
Connie Beauchamp. 

Also, many thanks to our volunteers for the Daniel rotation! Thank you to our teachers Angela Grun, Linda Leise-
gang, Amy and Jeremy Long; and shepherds Judy Jensen, Kelsey Forsyth, Debbie Beauchamp, and Carole Rollins. 

Children’s Programming 
From Christina Pacheco 
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United Methodist Youth Fellowship 

The youth group (all 6th graders through 12th  graders)  
will continue meeting every other Sunday at 12:15 in room 

B03 and various locations.  Steve & Diane Felt, Larry  
Roggensack, and Duane will be the interested adults.  

 

Youth Sunday School Class 

The 6th – 8th graders will meet in room 
BO3 at 9:30 am with Bethany Hader 

while the 9th – 12th graders will meet in 
the Wesley Lounge with Barb Eulenstein.  

Breakfast Burritos 

Once again, Burritos were a huge success.  On October 10, the youth and several adults made 912  
burritos!  On Monday, 120 more were prepared with the extra ingredients.  We presold 725 and sold 
some more after the church services but we still have a couple 100 frozen ready to be sold.  Please  
contact Duane, Steve, or Diane if you’d like to buy a few.  Thank you to all who purchased burritos and 
helped make them. The youth that worked hard for the three hours were Quinn, Ree, Evan, Audrey, and 
Will. Lucas, Sam, Noah, and Cameron showed up to wrap things up.  The adults that worked hard were 
Vanessa Cain, Linda Leisegang, Tom Gonnella, Larry Roggensack, Rodney and JoAnn Brown, Steve & Diane 
Felt, Duane Buys, and Josh Rousis.  This is a wonderful fund raiser for both the middle school and high 
school mission trips this summer.  Sixty burritos have been set aside to support the PB&J ministry over 
Christmas Break.  Thank you, UPark, for supporting the youth.  

Speaking of the PB&J ministry, we are seeking donations to cover the cost 
of the 60 burritos that will be handed out at Civic Park.  Think of it this way 
— one donation will support the youth mission trip and the PB&J ministry!  
Contact Steve or Duane to support both of these ministries at: 
stevefelt@gmail.com or dbuys@universityparkumc.org. 

mailto:stevefelt@gmail.com
mailto:dbuys@universityparkumc.org
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Christian Education 

Adult Forum will offer presentations from many speakers on diverse and interesting topics.  Jim Fleet 
and Cal Neptune work together to facilitate this class which meets in Bryans Room.  

 November 1 – Jim Fleet – The Crusades 

 November 8 – Jolynn Snyder – Executive Director for Family Promise   

 November 15 – John Spangler – The History of the United Methodist Church 1 

 November 22 – John Spangler – The History of the United Methodist Church 2 

 November 29 – Paul Edwards – Wither Humanity? Into What Will We Genetically-Engineer Ourselves? 

Journeys in Faith will meet in the East Parlor. Come join us for some interesting and lively discussions. 
We will be discussing Walter Brueggemann’s Embracing the Prophets in Contemporary Culture. The  
facilitators will be Les Law and Tony Winger. 

Cornerstone II is a class that is geared to the parents of young children although anyone can join us at 
anytime.  The goal is to offer insights into parenting issues and to build relationships among parents and 
families.  Class will be facilitated by Jeremy and Amy Long and meets in the Cornerstone II room.   

 November 1 - Making Sense of the New Testament  

 November 8 – Questions about the Nature of Scripture 

 November 15 – The Bible and Science  

 November 22 – Violence, Suffering and Other Troubling Issues 

 November 29 – Wrestling with Issues of Sexuality and Relationships 

Food For All 2015! 

Yes, it’s that time again!  Leaves are changing, families calling to make plans, kids making decorations…
But what if there were no food? 

This Thanksgiving, for many reasons, not every family will gather around a delicious meal with all the 
trimmings. But you can help! Denver Urban Ministries and YOUR youth group are collecting these food 
items to create Thanksgiving meals for families who would otherwise go without: 

Boxed Stuffing, Gravy (can or mix), 2 Cans Green Beans, 2 Cans Corn 

Crunchy Fried Onions, Cream of Mushroom Soup, Sweet Potatoes (can or box),  

Canned Cranberries, Fruit Cocktail, Jell-O, Pie Filling,  

Pie Crust (pre-made or mix)  

$10 Grocery Gift Card for the purchase of a turkey — see Dorothy Musil at the front desk 

Food For All is November 22. Please bring your items to church through the 22nd and the youth will  
deliver them to DenUM. Thank You! 
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United Methodist Women 

Thank Offering:  The boxes and jars in your home that have been having cash added to then, need to be 
emptied for the UMW Thank Offering that goes to mission.  Please give your cash or checks (written to 
UMW) to Dorothy Musil or Edie Fleet so that it can be sent in to the National UMW for Mission!  We are 
fortunate women who live in Denver, Colorado, USA, and are free to worship in peace! 

Church Women United World Community Day is Friday, Nov 6, 9:30am followed by potluck at 
Cleves Memorial Methodist Church, 2210 Marion St. Denver.  Let's carpool to this event and show  
support for our Christian women here in Denver and around the world.  

Conference UMW:  Annual Meeting was held in Alamosa, Oct 23 and 24 for two days of inspiration and 
education listing many of our indifferences to what is happening around us.  The four attending had a 
good experience and enjoyed the fellowship with other UMW member from the conference. 

Grocery Gift Cards continue to bring in money for the UMW missions around the world.  In October, a 
check of $10.50 was received from Safeway (single card was reloaded three times at $100 each time). 
$450 was received from King Soopers from many reloads.  These cards make great gifts!  UMW appreci-
ates the loyalty of the reloaders!  And be sure to buy your $10 gift card for the Food For All baskets!   

Campbell Soup Labels and Box Tops for Kids:  McCurdy School in New Mexico is the recipient of the 
box tops placed in the basket by the reception desk.  A thank you note was recently received, addressed 
to the Lovely Ladies of UPUMC!! 

28th Annual Warren Village Christmas Shop:  Being on a very limited income often means no extras 
for children, even at Christmas.  The Holiday Shop at Warren Village helps the parent and the child have a 
chance to select a gift!  New unwrapped gifts for children and a parent will be collected in the foyer on 
Nov 29, Dec 5, and Dec 12. Gift cards for the teens, Target, K-Mart or others are especially welcome as it 
is difficult to know what fits them. Wrapping paper and supplies are welcomed as gifts are wrapped after 
the choosing. Check the sales and purchase! 

Christmas Cookie Sale:  The Cookie Sale date has been set for Dec 13, with gathering and boxing on the 
12th.  Get your mixers going and fill your freezer with delicious Christmas cookies, this year to benefit  
Salud Y Paz in Guatemala, the agency that the Mission Team schedules for their mission trip. 

53 School Kits:  Our donations of school supplies netted enough to fill 53 bags of school supplies for 
UMCOR.  Many thanks for your participation and generosity!!! 

Circles 

New Members Always Welcome 

 Bible Study: Wednesday, November 11, 9:30am in Osborne Parlor.  The 
year will be a continuation of the study of “I Bought a House on  
Gratitude Street,” led by Richard Nelson. 

 Crosspoints: Thursday, November 12, 10:00am at Spirit of Hope UMC.  There will be a business meeting with 
refreshments supplied by the Executive Committee (coffee, juice and rolls). The program will be Thank Offer-
ing presented by Nancy Berry, so please bring your Thank Offering! 

 Knitting or Knot: Mondays November 2 and 16, 1:00pm in the Cornerstone II Classroom where tables are 
available to knit and chat! 
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Volunteers Needed to Help with enrollment for Health Insurance 

It’s almost that time of year again.  The Open Enrollment period to get health insurance through Connect 
for Health is from Nov. 1, 2015 to Jan 31, 2016.  Community organizations in the Denver metro area need 
volunteers to help spread the word and to staff enrollment events.  If you are interested in helping the 
uninsured get coverage, contact Andrew Greenberg of Enroll America, at 720-324-9443 or AGreen-
berg@enrollamerica.org.   Enroll America, the nonprofit organization that coordinates all Colorado 
groups doing outreach to maximize the number of Americans who enroll in and retain their health cover-
age is a renter at the Evanston Center.   

Evanston Center for Spiritual Wholeness & Healing 

November greetings to all University Park UMC sisters and brothers! 

 The spiritual autumn harvest is overflowing!  The Evanston Center for Spiritual Wholeness and 
Healing is reaping the benefits of the prayers of the combined faithful Evanston UMC and University Park 
UMC believers, who made this ministry dream into a true reality.  We are indebted to you all.  

      As I write this update, I can hear Spanish being spoken in the Al-Anon con Celeste, a new group for 
latino women, children's laughter from the youth room while they play foosball as their parents discuss 
good parenting choices during Families First, and 15 DU students in deep conversation about faith and 
midterms (a good combination) as they sip coffee at Groundwork and prepare to let off a little steam by 
creating oil paintings for their dorm rooms (see the next page!) 

     Popular faith-fortifying and fitness offerings for you to join: Brian McLaren Book Study with Rev. 
Dale Beck, Sundays, 6:30-8:30pm; TWO opportunities to participate in Chair Yoga with Márie each  
week - Mondays, 12-1pm and Thursdays 1-2pm; Yoga for the People with Prof Kate Ross - Thursdays, 
6:30-8:00pm (free/donation); Satya Yoga Immersion for People of Color with Lakshmi Nair - Tuesdays,  
6-9pm and 2 Saturdays per month, 9am-6pm, teaching technique coupled with business skills to create 
new vocations for her students; contemplative Labyrinth - 2nd Tuesdays monthly, 9am-7pm, hosted by 
Hope and Les Law; contrasting worship experiences with millennial Mosaic Denver - Sundays, 10:30am 
and ancient St. Mary Magdalene Parish - Sundays, 1:00pm.  

     In my September article, I wrote that The Evanston Center anticipated an average of 500  
participants per week as we moved into fall. The actual number has risen to more than 700 per week.  
Our building caretaker, Josh Rousis, attests to the fact that it is truly a lot of usage and a lot of hard work 
to extend our hospitality...even a lot of paper towels and toilet paper! But with his awesome smile, he 
also attests to the fact that this special, growing ministry of University Park United Methodist Church is 
welcoming folks whose lives are being changed for the good, one encounter at a time.  And he's so 
right.   Holy harvest, everyone!! 

  
 Rev. Linda Bibb 

mailto:AGreenberg@enrollamerica.org
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Administrative Corner 
From Diane Felt, Administrative Assistant 

Just a reminder that we 
need to fall back an hour 
on November 1st! 

Messenger articles will be due early this month!  In 
order to get them in the mail ahead of Thanksgiving, 
the deadline for submissions will be Thursday,  
November 12th.  Please submit them to Diane Felt  
at dfelt@universityparkumc.org to pass along to  
Elizabeth Boyer, our Messenger Editor. 

To the many volunteers who help in countless ways. “Thanks be to God!” Your 
time, talents, presence, and smiles make UPark an even brighter place. When we 
all work together, we strengthen our community of faith. This love and energy 
then spreads into our neighborhood, workplaces, homes, and beyond.  

Blessings to you! 

Diane Felt 

Please note that the Friday after Thanksgiving (November 27), the church is closed. 
May you have a Thanksgiving filled with gratitude for our faith, health, family, friends, 
talents, and community of faith. 

DU students and community members enjoyed a fun evening of  
“Canvas and Café Lates” at Groundwork in October 

mailto:dfelt@universityparkumc.org


 

University Park UMC 
2180 S. University Blvd. 

Denver, CO 80210 ~ 303/722-5736 
upark@universityparkumc.org 
www.UniversityParkUMC.org 

 

Senior Pastor 
Rev. Dale Beck 

Minister of  
Congregational Care 
Rev. Debby Lawrence 

Director of  
Christian Education 

Duane Buys 
Assistant to Christian Education 

Christina Pacheco 
Youth Assistant 

Steve Felt 
Director of Music/Organist 
JoAnn Gudvangen-Brown 
Assist. Organist/Pianist 

Renae Gudvangen 
Choirster Director 

Ana Spadoni 
Peniel Service Leaders 

Liza and Denton Hanson 
Peniel Band Leader/ 

Student Pastor 
Kevin Garman 

The Foundation Campus  
Ministry 

Liza Stoltz Hanson 
Resident Caretaker/Building Liaison 

Josh Rousis 
Administrative Assistant 

Diane Felt 
Bookkeeper 

Sandy Schumm 
Custodian 

Regino “Pepe” Espinoza 
Wedding Coordinator 

Angela Hudgens 
Lay Leaders 

Larry Grauberger, 
Jo Morgan, Jim Morgan 

Messenger Editor 
Elizabeth Boyer 

 

The Evanston Center for Spiritual 
Wholeness and Healing 

2122 S. Lafayette St. 
Denver, CO 80210 ~ 303-722-7217 

evanstoncenter@gmail.com  
www.evanstoncenter.com 

 

Interim Director of Evanston Center  
Rev. Linda Bibb 

Administrative Assistant 
Marilyn Stranske 

University Park United Methodist Church 

2180 S. University Blvd. 

Denver, CO 80210 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Deadline for the December Messenger: 

Thursday, November 12, 2015 

Messenger Editor and Production—Elizabeth Boyer 

Messenger Proofreader—Barb Philipp 

Photos: Cindy Smith 


