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I am excited for September 13.  That’s the day we resume 
the usual schedule for worship and get into the nice  
patterns of being Church.  It will be nice to see how the 
8:30 service in the chapel works.  The chapel is very nice 
and I have not had the opportunity to worship in there 
yet. 

Over the summer we have been hearing parables in  
worship.  Sometimes we are looking at them from a  
different angle than may be quite common – always 
looking at the parables as a way Jesus challenged his  
hearers to a new perspective.  Parables raise questions 
much more than they answer them. 

Starting September 13, I will begin a new sermon series.  
This time we will be talking about “Life in the Spirit.”  It’s 
very common to hear people say that they are “spiritual, 
but not religious.”  Those of us who have our feet firmly 
planted in a church community may wonder what that 
means—I’m not always sure that the people who say it 
are quite sure what that means.  But we will look at it 
from the perspective of “what it means to be alive in the 
Spirit.” I am planning the sermons in terms of mobility 

because the Spirit is active and incites action: inward  
mobility, downward mobility, outward mobility, uniting 
mobility. 

Pastor Debby Lawrence, Liza Stoltz Hanson, and I will  
offer a study—the same book, different times—of a  
recent book by Brian McLaren.  Brian was the main 
speaker for the Rocky Mountain Annual Conference a 
couple of years ago.  I first heard him speak a couple of 
years before that at a gathering for pastors of large UM 
congregations.  He is part of the “emergent theology 
movement” and this book is titled: We Make the Road by 
Walking.  My class will be on Sunday evenings starting 
September 20 at 6:30 at the Evanston Center.  Debby’s 
will be Tuesdays.  There is no end date.  The book has 52 
short chapters, three scripture readings for each session.  
It‘s also one designed for people to be able to miss a  
session and be able to pick up easily.  McLaren wrote it 
for people who are in the church, and also for people 
who are seeking spiritually. 

Peace,  
Dale 

  “I’ve Been Thinking…” 
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Our Church Family 

Notes from Deacon Debby 

This is what I offered in the last Messenger:  The current Discernment Group has gone from 8 attendees 
to 3 as the lives of the members have changed their availability to meet.  Hence this particular group  will 
discontinue meeting formally in the Fall.  However, I would like to introduce the possibility of forming  
another group that could explore the question:  Where is God leading me at this point in my life?  We 
may use the same workbook, The Way of Discernment, or I may “discern” the use of an alternative  
workbook that might bring a newer, fresher perspective to this process.  I will be sending out more  
information in subsequent publications, but if anyone is interested in forming such a group, please  
contact me at 303-722-5736 or dlawrence@universityparkumc.org.   

Since then Rev. Dale Beck and I have developed a year-long weekly Scripture conversation using the book, 
We Make the Road by Walking by Brian D. McLaren. Thus this will take the place of a new Discernment 
Group until Fall 2016.  Please see the flyer on page 4 of this issue for more details.  Note that my group 
will meet on Tuesdays at 2:00.  Regular attendance would be preferred but drop ins are welcome as each 
week’s discussion stands on its own.  Contact me via the above resources if necessary.   

Celebrations 

At this point in time we have had no births, baptisms, weddings or other events to celebrate publically.  
However, Floy Walberg found this note on an offering envelope that was left in the sanctuary since Easter 
(got tucked away in the balcony):   

Today the church is very joyful.  It has rainbow colored balloons.   

On the rail there are flowers.  And we sing joyful songs.   

We are sitting on the top of the church.  And we are looking down.  It is cool!   

And it is Easter.  I love this joyful day.  Jesus is alive. 

Concerns 

Members and friends who have been ill or hospitalized since the last Messenger:  Lyle Heimerich has  
returned home and is receiving additional therapy to aid in his recovery from a hemorrhagic stroke; Dr. 
Sally Geis has returned to her assisted living apartment at Atria after having a heart attack and a stroke;  
Virginia MacMillan was hospitalized for an abdominal issue and has returned home; Clarice had a  
prolonged hospitalization due to complications from a urinary tract infection and she has returned to 
Brookdale Mountain View to receive additional therapy to regain strength.  Mary Weber fell and broke 
her collar bone, both bones at the elbow and her wrist and she is recovering at Life Care Center of Aurora. 

We extend our sympathy to Debbie and Rex Beauchamp and family at the death of Debbie’s step-father, 
Mark McLean; and to Jane Lundell and her family upon the death of her father, Robert Henry Warren, Jr. 
on August 17.  

Our hearts are open to all church members, friends and family, as they experience  
the concerns and celebrations of life. 

mailto:dlawrence@universityparkumc.org
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Administrative Corner 
From Diane Felt, Administrative Assistant 

Photobook for the Kottkes & UPark UMC 

I created a “print-on-demand” photo book for the Kottkes from photos that were included in the June 21 
slideshow, other photos submitted to me, and from digital files. The church ordered a copy that will  
eventually go into the UPark archives. It is currently available to be viewed. We request that the book  
remains in the building rather than going home with folks. Please contact me if you’d like to schedule 
time to look through it, dfelt@universityparkumc.org. Otherwise, it will be available at the Receptionist 
desk on Sunday mornings.  

— Diane Felt 

KICK-OFF TO REGULAR PROGRAMMING! 

September 13 is Kick-Off Sunday when we resume our program year schedule. 

8:30am Informal Worship Service in Wasser Chapel 

Children’s Church is available in East Fellowship Hall after the Children’s Moment. 

9:30am Sunday School Classes: Children through Adult 

10:30am Peniel Worship Service in Wasser Chapel 

11:00am Traditional Worship Service in the Sanctuary 

Chancel Choir Resumes 

Children’s Church is available in East Fellowship Hall after the Chil-
dren’s Moment. 

 

On September 13 we will have our courtyard picnic at noon with a delicious meal 
prepared by Chef Stephen Rohs. An attraction will be available for the children. 

Beginning on September 20, we will have our hospitality time after the 11:00am service in East Parlor. 

Social Security theft isn't just an adult problem. Keep your child’s Social Security number 
safe. Don’t put the number on forms that don’t need it, and keep your records in a safe place.  
Check your child’s credit report. Experts advise doing this around age 16, when there is still 
time to correct errors or fraud.  Shred all mail and documents to keep thieves from seeing your 
personal information. Never leave mail in the mailbox for long periods of time-- this could give 
thieves the opportunity to steal your personal documents.  Signing your child up in school may 
require providing their SSN.  Make sure you know what the school will be using the information 
for and with whom it will be shared.  Sometimes it is necessary to provide it, to a financial insti-
tution or insurance company. But if you are not sure, ask the entities why they need it, how 
will they store and secure your personal information, if it will be shared with others, and what 
the protocols are for a data breach. 

Consumer Advisory 
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 A University Park  

United Methodist Church 

Group for  

Spiritual Formation,  

Reorientation, and 

Activation  

Beginning in the Fall 2015, University Park  
United Methodist Church is offering a bible study  

based on the 2014 book by Brian McLaren, 
2013 speaker at the Rocky Mountain Annual Conference 

and prolific writer and leader in the emergent church 
movement. Author of book has 52 chapters that cover a 

large portion of the Bible through large themes  
Alive in the Story of Creation  

Alive in the Adventure of Jesus  
Alive in a Global Uprising  
Alive in the Spirit of God  

 
Three Opportunities to Participate 

Sunday Evenings, beginning September 20  
at 6:30 pm at the Evanston Center 

Led by Rev Dale Beck  
 

Tuesday Afternoons, beginning September 15  
at 2 pm in UPark UMC’s Osborne Parlor  

Led by Rev Debby Lawrence  
 

Sunday Mornings, beginning September 13 
at 9:30 in UPark UMC’s Osborne Parlor 

Led by Liza Stoltz Hanson 

Please register by emailing the church at 
upark@universityparkumc.org or  

Rev. Beck at dab@universityparkumc.org.  

Registration forms are included as part of the tri-fold  
flyers available in the Sanctuary foyer and  

Wasser Chapel hall tables.  
Purchase books through Debby, at Amazon.com or  

Cokesbury.com  
Contact UPark UMC with questions: 303-722-5736.  
Childcare will be provided if we know in advance.  

An excerpt from the Introduction to the book:  

“What we all want really is pretty simple, really.  
We want to be alive. To feel alive. Not just to exist, but 
to thrive, to live out loud, walk tall, breathe free. We 
want to be less lonely, less exhausted, less conflicted or 
afraid…more awake more grateful, more energized and 
purposeful. We capture this kind of mindful, over-
brimming life in terms like well-being, shalom, blessed-
ness, wholeness, harmony, life to the full, and aliveness.  

The quest for aliveness is the best thing about religion,  
I think. It’s what we’re hoping for when we pray.  
It’s why we gather, celebrate, eat, abstain, attend,  
practice, sing, and contemplate. When people say,  
“I’m spiritual,” what they mean, I think, is simple: ‘I’m 
seeking aliveness.’”  

 

  

We Make the Road by 

Walking  

by Brian D. McLaren  
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Iman M. Jodeh* Presents:  
Islam: An American’s Guide to Better Understanding  

September 13, 20, 27 at, 9:30 am & October 4 at 12:00-2:00 pm  
University Park United Methodist Church in the East Fellowship Hall 
Sponsored by the UPark Discernment Group  

Part 1 – September 13: Introduction to Islam:  
This introductory session will be focused on Muslims and Islam in general in order 
to create a foundation for the rest of the series.  
1. What is Islam and its origins/revelation?  
2. What does Islam Mean?  
3. Who are Muslims?  
4. What do Muslims Believe?  

a. Articles of Faith  
b. Five Pillars  

5. How does the belief in Abraham, his sons and all Prophets affect Islam today?  
6. What Islam is NOT!  

Part 2 – September 20: What Does the Quran Really Say?  
Delving deep into the Quran, we’ll uncover and dispel many stereotypes and myths about practices in 
Islam and how they are viewed in the West.  
1. What exactly is Sharia Law and should the West fear it?  
2. Does Islam degrade Women?  
3. Why Jihad has become one of the most misused words in the past 14 years?  

Part 3 – September 27: Ancient History vs. Today’s Headlines:  
This section will be spent comparing how Islam was delivered and how it is being applied/practiced 
today.  
1. Historical Islam vs. Islam today  
2. How do Muslims practice today vs. historically?  
3. Sectarian Differences  
4. How does Islamic teachings today morph into things like ISIS?  
5. Should the West be afraid of terror groups lead by Muslims?  

Part 4 – October 4:  
1. Field trip to Colorado Muslim Society – Abu Baker at Duhur (noon prayer)  

a. Prayer is at 12:49pm  
b. Departure from UMC is 12:00pm  

2. Watch prayer  

3. Have a discussion about Islamic practices  
a. Call to prayer  

b. How is a mosque run? i.e. zakat, Ramadan  
 
*Iman is the Director of a locally based non-profit called Meet the Middle East, which aims to foster  
relationships between the US and the Middle East through education and immersion travel. 
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Christian Education 

Kick-Off Sunday is September 13 

Please join us as we kick off our new Sunday school season for the fall of 2015.  You should plan on going 
to a Sunday school class at 9:30 and joining us as we begin our celebration when the 11:00 service is over.  
We will be blessed once again with a menu prepared by Chef Stephen Rohs.  We have a great time with 
lots of great food, fun, and fellowship!  The celebration will be at church in the courtyard.  A bounce 
house will be available for the children.   

Adult Forum will offer presentations from many speakers on diverse and interesting topics.  Jim Fleet 

and Cal Neptune work together to facilitate this class which meets in Bryans Room.  

September 13, 20, 27 – Combined Adult Classes – Iman presents common theology and some of the 
differences among the Abrahamic religions. See more details on page 5. 

Journeys in Faith will meet in the East Parlor. Come join us for some interesting and lively discussions. 
Trace the Apostle Paul's footsteps throughout the Roman Empire. The facilitators will be Les Law and 
Tony Winger. 

September 13, 20, 27 – Combined Adult Classes – Iman presents common theology and some of the 
differences among the Abrahamic religions. See more details on page 5. 

Cornerstone II is a class that is geared to the parents of young children although anyone can join us at 
anytime.  The goal is to offer insights into parenting issues and to build relationships among parents and 
families.  Class will be facilitated by Jeremy and Amy Long and meets in the Cornerstone II room.   

September 13, 20, 27 – Combined Adult Classes – Iman presents common theology and some of the 
differences among the Abrahamic religions. See more details on page 5. 

Nursery Schedule 
We’ve changed our Nursery volunteer time schedule.  We will have an early shift from 8:25 – 10:30 and a 

late shift from 10:30 – 12:30.  Duane Buys is working on the scheduling and could use your help by going to  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ba5aa2aa5fe3-julydecember1 and signing up for your shift. 

September 13 – Early – Mary Ernst  Late – Need Volunteer 

September 20 – Early – Amber Rundle Kahn Late – Need Volunteer 

September 27 – Early – Theresa Broderick Late – Nicole Laydon 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ba5aa2aa5fe3-julydecember1
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Parents, get your kids ready! Sunday school kicks off on September 13th. This year, FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER, 
Sunday school will begin with a two week special Carnival Extravaganza!!! On September 13th and September 
20th the children of University Park United Methodist Church will get to experience God’s love and joy to the 
fullest. 

In the Carnival Games workshop, children will learn that God celebrates God’s children’s return home through 
the story of the prodigal son. In this workshop, children will have the amazing opportunity to play several  
carnival games and win prizes. In the carnival crafts and extras workshop, children will learn that they have 
come to church to worship God with great joy! In this special workshop, children will color and keep their own 
paddle ball games and get Big Top Tattoos. In addition, through the story Up, Up and Away, children will get to 
release “Smile, Jesus loves you” helium balloons as they celebrate Christ’s ascension to heaven and anticipate 
His return. 

Wait, there’s more! What carnival would be complete without exciting decorations, popcorn, candy, and 
clowns? That’s right parents, we have it all! So bring your kids as they will not want to miss this thrilling two-
week special Sunday school event! Lastly, a very special thank you to our carnival shepherds Jamie Sayers, 
Nancy Atkisson, Brad Billingsley, and Embra Daylie! 

Then September 27th- October 18th the children of University Park will be participating in a four-week Sunday 
school rotation entitled “Daniel: a Believer in Babylon.” Children will learn that Daniel and his friends were  
captive in a foreign land and lived with daily pressures to conform to the king’s way and not God’s way.   
Children learn how Daniel and his friends said NO to each pressure situation and remained faithful to God. 

In the Computer workshop, children will hear the story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and learn how 
they stood up for God. Through a computer game, children will practice facing present-day “fiery furnaces” 
and make choices keeping their faith in mind. Children will learn that although standing up for God may make 
a situation more difficult, God blesses those who face persecution. 

In the Movie workshop, children will view the movie of Daniel’s story. The movie captures the highlights of 
Daniel and his three friends: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Children will learn of the faithfulness of the 
four friends as they lived in captivity in Babylon. They will learn that God had a bigger plan and worked 
through the willingness of Daniel and his friends to faithfully live in God’s way. Children will complete a  
Faithful Living Chart and learn that God blesses them when they choose to live in God’s way. 

In the Spiritual Walk workshop, children will learn of Daniel’s daily spiritual practices and then experience a 
simple labyrinth-like “Spiritual Walk.”  Walking quietly to each Spiritual Station, children will work their way 
towards the CENTER where a table will be set to evoke their senses to the Fullness of God and knowing the 
Trinity.  As they walk out of the CENTER towards the ordinary world, they will bring the sacred with them as 
they are blessed for their journey outwards. 

In the Storytelling workshop, children will learn the story of Daniel and participate in their own food challenge 
– deciding between health and unhealthy food.  Through Daniel’s story, they will learn how Daniel stuck to his 
beliefs in the midst of a foreign culture pressuring him to live in the king’s way.  Although fictional, the story  
If I Only Had a Green Nose by Max Lucado relates to the pressures children face in their lives.  The Bible  
memory verse will remind them how they can be strong and withstand the pressures around them. 

Many thanks to our volunteers for the Daniel rotation! Thank you to our teachers Linda Leisegang, Chris Wells, 
and Sharon Sanita; and shepherds Judy Jensen, Kelsey Forsyth, Debbie Beauchamp, and Carol Rollins. 

Children’s Programming 
From Christina Pacheco 
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United Methodist Youth  

Fellowship (UMYF) 

The youth group (all 6th graders through 12th  graders)  

will continue meeting every other Sunday at 12:15 in room 

B03 and various locations.  On September 27, we will have 

lunch together, play some games and get to know each other.   

We will also be discussing activities that the group would like 

to do throughout the year.  Steve & Diane Felt, Larry  

Roggensack, and Duane will be the interested adults.  

 

Youth Sunday School Class 

The 6th – 8th graders will meet in room 

BO3 at 9:30 with Bethany Hader while 

the 9th – 12th graders will meet in the 

Youth Lounge with Barb Eulenstein.  

Young Adult Sunday School 

Young Adult Sunday School will start Sunday, September 13 at 9:30AM. We will base our 
discussion on Brian McLaren's book, We Make the Road by Walking: A Year-long Quest 
for Spiritual Formation, Reorientation, and Activation. Led by Liza Stoltz Hanson. We will 
meet in Osborne Parlor. We define "Young Adult" as anyone 18-35-ish, including stu-
dents, young professionals, single-folks, married-folks, and everyone young at heart. :-)  

STEPS Fall BBQ 

Steps Young Adult Fall BBQ! All Young Adults are invited to join us at Wash Park for 
a Sunday Fun-day Afternoon! Sunday, September 27 right after church 11:30 am to 4 pm at  
Picnic Site #1! Lunch will be provided! Bring lawn chairs, or blankets and any lawn games 
you have! It will be a fun, relaxed afternoon at the park! Contact Liza with any questions 
@ L.StoltzHanson@gmail.com  

STEPS 

mailto:L.StoltzHanson@gmail.com
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UPDATE - Kids Cans for Kids—Bring Those Aluminum Cans!  

Thus far this year we have recycled approximately 640 pounds worth $312.07 for aluminum cans and other  
miscellaneous metals. 

NOTE:  Contributors, please separate different types of metals as Atlas Metal & Iron Corp—the recycle  
establishment we use—requires that the different types are separated, weighed and valued individually.  
This relieves the volunteer (Sharon Sanita—thank you very much) who delivers the metals to Atlas of  
having to do the separation before delivery.  Thanks to all who cooperate with this request.   

We will continue to send these funds to the Children’s Hospital Chaplaincy department to supply Bibles for 
patients and their families, including Spanish Bibles, and to supply other reading materials for their mobile 
interfaith book cart.   

Announcements 

The Post Employment Group Seniors will plan to take a sack lunch on September 9 for a 
field trip to the one of the following destinations:  The Butterfly Pavilion; Celestial Seasons 

facility; or The Leaning Tree.  All are invited to bring a friend and join us for fun, food, and fellowship.  Watch for 
confirmation of where we will go in the weekly bulletin.  For more information or  questions, please contact Rev. 
Debby Lawrence at 303-722-5736 or dlawrence@universityparkumc.org.  

2015 American Indian Festival 

  SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 10 AM TO 6 PM  &  SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, NOON TO 6 PM 

GOOD SHEPHERD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
3960 E. 128th Ave. Thornton, CO 80241 

Good Shepherd United Methodist Church is hosting this annual festival to affirm the value and role of  
tradition and culture of Native Americans living in harmony within our community.  All persons are  
welcome, accepted, and encouraged to participate as we build bridges of understanding and acceptance. 

Lynne Holman of the Cherokee Nation is available for presentations!  
Please contact her at lynnebob@comcast.net  or 303-423-6682. 

To provide financial support for the festival, please visit: http://www.gofundme.com/v6xjwr8 

Grocery Coupons Wanted 

We are resuming the collection of coupon selections found in the Denver Post.  For many years the  
people at Evanston United Methodist did just as we did at UPark UMC – they collected 
coupons.  Please bring your coupons to church and place them in the box found near 
the welcome desk in the narthex.  We have people who will deliver them to Brentwood 
United Methodist Church every Sunday.  They will give the proceeds to Community 
Ministry, an Emergency Service Agency.  

~ Janet Nelson 

mailto:dlawrence@universityparkumc.org
http://www.gofundme.com/v6xjwr8
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R.O.C.K. 

Friends of refugee children supported a record 377 children from 143 families.   
Lutheran Family Services, African Center, Ecumenical Services and Catholic Charities 
forwarded the newly arriving refugees from Russia, Afghanistan, Iraq, Bhutan, Burma, 
Eritrea, Congo, Ethiopia and Somali.  Six teen youth groups from Michigan, Pennsyl-
vania, Ohio, Texas, MO and CA stopped in to volunteer.  Most had never had an  
experience with refugees.  Their experience really enhanced their lives.  A special 
thanks to Green Mountain and Christ Methodist churches for their massive support of 
this extremely helpful program for our refugee children.   — Carol Cotter 

Burma Community Rangers’ Run for Relief: CO 

The Burma Community Rangers’ first annual soccer tournament was an extraordinary  
success.  Hundreds joined in from Greeley, CO Springs and the Denver area.  Their mission 
is to build a strong, loving, and caring community for all refugees from Burma no matter 
the differences.  The BCR is dedicated to keeping their culture together.  The youth played 
games into the late night hours.  Still many were not able to pay the $5 entrance fee.   
So, churches will be asked again to assist the youth as sponsors.  Thanks, Carol Cotter.  

Justice & Pizza: Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb 

Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb, a Palestinian Christian pastor and author of Faith in the Face 
of Empire, will be Iliff’s guest speaker for this evening Justice & Pizza, September 
21, 6 p.m. This event in Shattuck Hall is a part of a series of events for Mitri Raheb 
in the Denver area. Please register online. Pizza and salad will be served –  
$5/person at the door. 

Getting Off to An Early Start – Alternative Giving  

Angela Grun, that’s me, would love to have a new person help out with Alternative Giving 
organization this November/December.  

The main responsibility is to recruit volunteers to take orders at a table in the foyer during 
the three Sundays between Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Diane Felt manages the update 
of the Alternative Catalog. 

Please contact me if you would like to share a fun, worthwhile volunteer opportunity. 

 
Angela Grun 303-762-0684 
angelagrun@yahoo.com 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ebdmnoeq5a0f01ba&llr=lfymjzbab


University Park United Methodist Church, September 2015             Page 11                                                             

 

All-Church Labor Day Camp-Out at Buffalo Creek! 

Join us at the annual University Park UMC Labor Day camp-out at Buffalo Creek Campground! 

This year the campground is reserved during the Labor Day weekend for University Park UMC, from 2pm Thursday, 
September 3rd through Monday, September 7th.  Drive up for any day or spend one, two, three or all four nights.  
(There is a small fee for overnight campers.)  Bring your own tents, (trailers and pop-ups are ok but there are not 
any hook-ups), food, and camping gear. Don’t forget your camping chair! 

A sample of some of the activities to be enjoyed by you at your own leisure include climbing a mountain, horse-
shoes, hiking and/or biking the Colorado Trail, roasting marshmallows, night Frisbee, star gazing, badminton,   
chilling, and enjoying fellowship with each other. 

Last but not least, we all participate in the famous all church “Hobo Stew” on Sunday evening.  This is a meal  
everyone cooks and eats together.  Each person should bring ¼ pound of cooked ground 
beef and some vegetables (canned or fresh).  We put everything in a big pot cooked over 
the campfire, and make a great stew to feast upon!  Also bring fresh or canned fruit for 
our “Hobo Dessert.”  Bring your own eating utensils, dishes, and drink! 

The Buffalo Creek campground is near Hwy. 285 and Pine.  For maps and more info please 
contact Bob Bowsher at r.bowsher@comcast.net (303-969-9249) or Larry Roggensack at 
4roggies@comcast.net (303-368-8898). 

50th Wedding Anniversary!! 
Because you have shared in their lives, 

we invite you to celebrate 

the 50th Wedding Anniversary 

of Hope and Les Law 

Saturday, September 12, 2015 

3-6 pm 

Evanston Center for Spiritual Wholeness and Healing 

2122 S. Lafayette St. 

Denver CO  80210 

 

In lieu of gifts, Hope and Les would treasure a picture of your family as a keepsake.  The Laws are traveling back to 
Sierra Leone in September and welcome any donations. 

Unable to attend?   Cards may be sent to: 

Linda Leisegang 

8298 W. Chestnut Ave. 

Littleton CO  80128 

 

Any questions?        Contact: 

Carolyn Roggensack at 4roggies@comcast.net or 303-368-8898 

OR Linda Leisegang at lindalu22@hotmail.com 

mailto:r.bowsher@comcast.net
mailto:4roggies@comcast.net
mailto:4roggies@comcast.net
mailto:lindalu22@hotmail.com
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Summer Softball Season Ends  

The Inter-Church coed summer softball league wrapped up on Sunday, August 9, with Bethany Lutheran 
edging the University Park Fire team in an exciting 7-6 victory to win the season ending double elimination 
tournament!  Six teams from five area churches (University Park fielded 2 teams- the Ice and Fire teams) 
played during the summer.  The UPark Fire team ended with a 9-5-1 record, while the UPark Ice team fin-
ished with a 4-10 record.  The other churches that participated were Hope UMC, St. Luke's UMC and High-
lands Church.  Good fun, fellowship and exercise were had by all, and the 2 UPark teams had about 35 
players who participated.  For the most part it was an injury-free season, although players from the Ice 
team suffered a broken finger as well as a broken rib!  

— Larry R. 
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United Methodist Women 

Metro District Annual Meeting will be on September 19 at Scott 
UMC.  Registration and coffee will begin at 8:30 and the meetings will 
adjourn before noon.  This is always a good time to meet other UMW 
women from the Denver area!  Scott UMC is located at 2880 Garfield St. 

Thank Offering month is coming!!  It is hoped that you have been thank-
ful during the past year and putting aside some coins to show it.  These coins and bills will be collected in 
November and turned into mission outreach around the world.  

Available books from the UMW Library.  The reading materials from the UMW are available for all mem-
bers of the congregation, located by the water fountain in the foyer  A card box is your check out method. 

 "The Latehomecomer" a Hmong family memoir by Kao Kalia Yang, is a worth while read as the 
young girl is displaced by war, spends time in refugee camps and is finally able to live in relative 
peace in the US.  The adjustment is very difficult as the family ties are lost.  An awareness of what 
refugees go thought makes the book a very good read! 

 "Where Mercy Fails"  by Chris Herlinger and Paul Jeffrey, is about Darfur’s struggle to survive.  The 
news from Sudan has decreased in recent months, but the struggle continues.  This is an incisive 
work of photo-journalism with heartbreaking essays that illumines the plight of displaced persons 
in the Darfur regions of Sudan. 

Arch bishop Desmond Tutu states  "I commend Where Mercy Fails as required reading for all  
caring people who wish to understand this intractable problem and who want to give an  
informed moral response."   

Received from the King Soopers Grocery Reloads in July was $449.08.  What a win-win to purchase your 
groceries with these cards and have 5% come back to the UMW for Missions!  Thank You! 

The Crosspoints UMW is collecting SCHOOL SUPPLIES for UMCOR kits 
that will be distributed wherever the need is great.  Items needed are: 

 Blunt scissors: rounded tip only; no plastic 

 Pads of paper: spiral or top-bound pads OR 150 sheets of loose-leaf paper; no composition books 

 Hand-held pencil sharpener: must be at least 1 inch long 

 30-centimeter ruler: no advertisements--cartoon characters acceptable 

 Pencils:  unsharpened--no advertisements, religious, patriotic, military, or camouflage symbols 

 Eraser: 2" or larger 

 Crayons: 24 count box--no other size 

 Cloth bag: heavy-duty fabric 14 x 16 inches--no advertisements or symbols 
 

The contact person at Spirit of Hope UMC is Judy Darr. At UPark UMC a box will be placed in the foyer  
labeled: School Supplies for UMCOR. We need these items for our Sept. 10th Crosspoints UMW meeting. 
Thanks for your generosity! 
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ADA is still driving innovation 
Guest commentary by Michaels J. Long, chairman, president and CEO of Centennial-based Arrow Electronics.  

This summer as we mark the 25th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act, we have many  
reasons to celebrate the law’s legacy and achievements, and the future innovation it will inspire. 

Over time, the ADA has helped erase misconceptions, as well as physical barriers, in both the workplace 
and in society.  It’s a testament to American ingenuity, to treating hardship as a creative challenge, and to 
make peoples’ lives better through innovation. 

Technology has played a significant role in the ADA’s success—speech recognition software, closed-
captioning and prosthetic limbs now are widely available.  But even today, we can dramatically improve 
people’s ability, and the independence it brings. 

One of the best examples of American ingenuity is a specially modified Corvette C7 Stingray and its driver, 
Sam Schmidt, who is a quadriplegic. 

An IndyCar driver who was disabled in a crash in 2000, Sam never let go of his passion.  Less than a year 
after his accident, he founded Schmidt Peterson Motor Sports, which quickly gained fame and has  
become one of the most successful teams in the history of the IndyLights series.  Yet Sam never let go of 
the dream that he would one day drive again. 

Arrow Electronics had already worked with the medical community and disability advocates to build a car 
that could be driven by a paraplegic.  One of the neurosurgeons who advised on that project suggested 
we try designing a car that a quadriplegic could drive, and shared Sam’s story with us. 

In 2014, we designed a electronically modified Corvette that Sam can drive using only his head.  We call it 
the SAM Car, for Semi-Autonomous Motorcar.  He steers using a helmet with infrared cameras that track 
his head movements.  Using a device at his mouth, he blows air into it to accelerate and sips air out to 
brake.  In June, he hit 105 mph on the challenging Circuit of the Americas speedway in Austin that  
includes 20 turns and steep hills. 

The SAM Car was built entirely from commercially available components.  We didn’t invent any new hard-
ware; instead, we took an idea that was possible now, today, and made it practical in less than a year. 

In the end, it’s not about the technology.  It’s not about innovation.  It’s about the end goal. That’s why 
the SAM project is not really about the car, or even about driving. 

The challenge for America now is to create technologies that not only move technology forward but solve 
real-world problems for people. 

SAM shows us what’s possible, but also that we have more work to do. 

 

From the Denver Post 8/13/2015—http://www.denverpost.com/opinion/ci_28637144/guest-commentary
-ada-is-still-driving-innovation 

Disability Advocacy Ministry 
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September greetings to all University Park sisters and brothers!  

 Our mutual ministry of spiritual wholeness and healing has really blossomed over the summer like 
a well-watered garden! At first, that watering came in the form of true flooding, but our ever-faithful 
band of UPark Trustees, led by knowledgeable chairman, Jim Morgan, and assisted by Larry Fagan, nick-
named "Mr Fix-it," and many others, re-roofed, re-guttered, and remodeled Evanston Center with great 
care. We are truly grateful for their dedication. 

 The result is a harvest-in-waiting!  We have become the home of two new congregations: Mosaic 
Denver, comprised of many DU students and young professionals, and St. Mary Magdalene Parish, a 2nd 
century-style, gnostic Christian church. We'll be host to Shir Chadash havurah, a progressive Jewish  
community, for their Rosh Hashanah (9/13-14) and Yom Kippur (9/22-23) holy day observances that  
interested worshipers are invited to attend.  

 We are excited to welcome Lakshmi Nair, who will offer a 9 month, Satya Yoga immersion,  
designed particularly (but not exclusively) for persons of color, who wish later to teach those experiencing 
chronic stresses of everyday minority cultural living. She also will teach Prenatal Yoga for moms-to-be 
and Mandala Meditation later in the year. DU social work professor, Kate Ross, will offer Yoga for the 
People, a student-led, free-of-charge yoga class for health and fitness. Chair Yoga and Gentle Yoga (Maire 
& Ruth), Buddhist Meditation (Dell & Karen), the Evanston Labyrinth (Hope Law), Families First (Jennifer 
Richardson), Tea and Empathy (Susan Kaplan), and Colorado Courage create special spiritual and whole-
ness experiences as well.  

 The English Learning Center is ready for a bumper crop of new and returning students.   
Groundwork Coffeehouse, conversation and coffee for DU students/young adults and led by UPark's Liza 
& Denton Hanson, will fill the Fireside Room on Thursday evenings. Young Women in Recovery, Eating 
Disorders Anon, Young Peoples' AA, Al-Anon, and NarAnon, all continue to provide safe surroundings for 
many to discuss addictions and positive plans. University Neighbors, meeting monthly at Evanston, will 
hold their annual meeting here, complete with local politicians, on September 29. Over the course of one 
week's time, we are beginning to average more than 500 persons being blessed by our mission to the 
community. 

 As stewards of Evanston Center, we are committed to providing a sacred place where people 
gather to experience the healing power of the Divine. As a community of neighbors who dwell within the 
shared spaces of our building, some for brief encounters and others for long-term relationships, we hope 
to cultivate a spirit of welcoming and generosity through the mutual practice of respect and servanthood. 
It is our expectation that those who share our sacred space as Evanston neighbors will participate fully in 
this special blending of our unique cultures, talents, and perspectives.  

 COME AND SEE!  COME AND BE!  BELONG, BELIEVE, BECOME!  
 
Rev. Linda Bibb 
Director of Evanston Center for Spiritual Wholeness and Healing, a ministry of University Park United 
Methodist Church 
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