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Bluegrass Sunday is July 5 

Please join us on the grounds of Iliff 
School of Theology across the street. Our 
Peniel Worship Team and musicians will 
provide a Bluegrass worship service with 
Communion. Rev. Dale Beck, our interim 
pastor, will consecrate the elements and 
worship with us. The worship time is 
10am. Please park at UPark or in the  
underground parking of Daniels School of 
Business, directly across from the church 
with access off of University Boulevard. 
Feel free to bring a lawn chair, blankets, 
and refreshments. Wear your favorite hat 
and sunscreen. Some of our metal chairs 

will be available if you’d prefer to use one 
of our chairs. This is a great opportunity 
to invite your extended family, friends, 
neighbors, and co-workers. There will 
not be Adult Sunday School, Children’s 
Church, or Childcare on July 5. 

 Bluegrass Sunday 
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Welcome Rev. Dale Beck! 

 I’ll be joining you in ministry officially on July 1. Unofficially, I 
have been coming to you since the day in March that District Super-
intendent Steve Goodier invited me to come out of retirement to  
be pastor at University Park UMC for the next year. My friends in  
Estes Park say I’m failing retirement, but a lot of them are failing 
retirement, too. We have the energy and passion and experience 
that is needed in the world. We also want to make our efforts 
count. So one of my best pastor friends says I’m a role model for 
doing retirement well. There is a time for hiking and snowshoeing 
and waking up to see Long’s Peak out my kitchen window. There  
is also a season to serve the church and live out my call. 

 I have some personal interests in University Park because I am a graduate of Iliff School of 
Theology and though I earned a DMin at Garrett-Evangelical on the Northwestern campus in 
Evanston, Illinois, Iliff has always been the school that fostered me in ministry. I recall the fine  
tradition of University Park Church from those days in the 1970s. I also have served two churches 
(over a third of my active ministry) in churches on college campuses.  I value the interface of 
higher education and religious faith. 

 I have also had the experience of following an outstanding pastor in a long and fruitful 
ministry.  I am aware that a church, even a healthy church in your circumstances, is at-risk. Bishop 
Elaine Stanovsky and the cabinet recognized that and chose to send an interim as the best  
practice for inoculating you from a potentially disappointing experience in ministry. When I was 
told of your circumstances back in March, I felt God’s hand in what was being proposed. I still feel 
that.   

 So how will interim ministry be different? Both you and I know that I am there for a short 
period. We both know that I cannot become your next long-term pastor. I am not so much 
 interested in beginning new programs and certainly not programs that depend on me for  
sustaining. I will provide a different voice for worship and proclamation of the gospel. I will offer 
fresh perspectives on living out the particular vision and mission of this congregation. I will help 
you to prepare for pastoral leadership that will move you into the new things that God is even 
now planting within you. I want to hear your dreams for University Park UMC and help you to  
position yourselves for the leadership you will need to bring those to fruition. I love meaningful 
worship. I hope we will enjoy that together. I cherish the gifts that come through diversity. I hope 
we can maintain the open spirit for all persons that we value. I appreciate a gospel that is both  
intelligently articulated and spiritually alive. I hope that we can live together with heads and 
hearts fully engaged. And I hope we have fun at the same time.   

 

Yours in Christ and the Spirit, 

Dale Beck 
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Our Church Family 

We Welcome New Members! 

In May we received these new members to UPark UMC:  

Top Row: Marilyn Coto, Jason Heider & Andrea Bobotis, Susan Lyday,  
Bottom Row:  Virginia Pitts-Spinner, and Joshua Rousis 

(Not Pictured: Tim Colleran and Tanada Peña) 

Celebrations 

Baptisms:  Joshua Rousis was baptized on Sunday, May 31.  

We congratulate Rev. Mary McDonald who was ordained deacon in full connection at the RMCUMC Annual Conference 
on Sunday, June 14.  Mary served UPUMC as an Iliff intern two years ago under the supervision of Duane Buys, Direction 
of Christian Education.  Mary will continue to serve Grace UMC as director of youth ministries and adult education. 

We also congratulate Barbara Creswell who has completed her training as a Spiritual Director and will now be setting up 
a practice as a Spiritual Director. Watch for more information about Barbara’s ministry as it develops.  

Concerns 

Members and friends who have been ill or hospitalized since the last Messenger:  Clarice Lubchenco; Lyle Heimerich; 
Marcia Benesh was hospitalized for pneumonia; and Claud McLain was hospitalized for urinary tract infections which left 
him very weak.  

We extend condolences to Lola Ozman at the death of her brother, Harris Lett, on May 4; to the family of Bill Schroeder 
who died on June 13; to Nate Kahn and his family at the death of his father, Hans Kahn, on June 21; and to Susan Marino 
at the death of her mother, Mary Schellenger, on June 22.  

Our hearts are open to all church members, friends and family, as they experience  
the concerns and celebrations of life. 
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UPDATE - Kids Cans for Kids—Bring Those Aluminum Cans!  

Our latest can redemption for 2015 resulted in 78 pounds worth $31.20 for aluminum cans and other miscellaneous 
metals for a total of $262.40 thus far this year. 

NOTE:  Contributors, please separate different types of metals as Atlas Metal & Iron Corp—the recycle  
establishment we use—requires that the different types are separated, weighed and valued individually.  
This relieves the volunteer (Sharon Sanita—thank you very much) who delivers the metals to Atlas of  
having to do the separation before delivery.  Thanks to all who cooperate with this request.   

We will continue to send these funds to the Children’s Hospital Chaplaincy department to supply Bibles for 
patients and their families, including Spanish Bibles, and to supply other reading materials for their mobile 
interfaith book cart.   

Announcements 

The Post Employment Group Seniors will be taking a summer break for the months of June 
and July and will restart the monthly lunch and program with the annual picnic on August 

12 at noon in the courtyard arches and we will take a sack lunch on September 9 on a field trip to the Wildlife  
Sanctuary near Keensburg.  Watch for more information as these dates approach.  Have a great summer. 

Summer Book and Discussion: Americanah by Nigerian Author 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie  

This summer UPUMC will have a book-read and discussion of the very  
popular Americanah. It’s recommended for its honest observations of migration and 
racism by 2 migrants from Nigeria to the US and UK. Its popularity is also due to  
being a well written and entertaining story. Americanah is a national best seller 
and has received numerous awards, plus it is UMW’s recommended book for Social 
Action. We’ll meet 2 more times this summer: Thursday evenings, 6:30-8:00 pm, July 

9 and August 13 @ UPUMC. We’ll start with a video and then a discussion.  Participants are expected to 
bring their own copy of the book.  FYI, the Denver Public Library is out of copies.  Carol Jansch and Susan 
Livingston will facilitate and you can contact them with questions. Carol Jansch 303-758-0410 /
Susan Livingston (720-480-8762).  This is not limited to UMW nor UPUMC, but reading friends from  
outside UPUMC have been invited too. 

R.O.C.K. (Refugee Outreach: Clothing Kids) 

The 8th annual R.O.C.K. will be held at Christ Church UMC, 690 Colorado Blvd, 
Denver, from July 20 through 25th.  Green Mountain, Christ and UPark UMC will 
again partner in providing school clothes and supplies for the newly arrived refugees.  We are looking for 
donations, school supplies and children’s coats. Please place in the refugee box in the entrance. We need 
volunteers Sunday, July 19 through Monday, July 27. Teens are welcome. We need delivery, set up,  
working with the families, inventory and tear down volunteers. There are multiple shifts for each day. 
Please register online.  www.RefugeeOutreachClothingKids.com. If you do not have a computer or have 
questions, please call Carol Cotter at 303-360-0223. The program grows every year.  

http://www.RefugeeOutreachClothingKids.com
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A Note of Appreciation 

We want to thank everyone for the heartfelt affirmation that we have received over these last three 
months and particularly on Sunday, June 21st.  This was not an easy time for us and for you. But as was 
stated several times on the 21st,  the time has come to move 
on.  We are convinced that you will find Rev. Dale Beck to be a  
delight. He will move this congregation strongly into its future.   
 
Blessings & love,  Paul and Jean 

STEPS 

STEPS Annual Camping Trip 

July 31st - August 2nd 

Moraine Park Campground, Estes Park 

Enjoy the great outdoors and build friendships!  All young 
adults (18-40 somethings) are welcome.   

Contact brittany.collins621@gmail.com for additional  
information and to RSVP! 

GO ROCKIES! 

Sunday, July 12th @ 2pm 

STEPS Young Adult Group invites all young adults (18-40 
somethings) to join us in rooting for our Colorado Rockies 
as they face the Atlanta Braves.   

Contact doug.collins83@gmail.com for ticket information 
and to RSVP! 

Thank You! 

mailto:brittany.collins621@gmail.com
mailto:doug.collins83@gmail.com
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June 22 – June 25, the children of University Park and others had a great time participating in Kingdom Rock where 

30-40 children learned to stand strong for God! The Christian Education Department wants to thank the  

congregation members at UPUMC for responding to the request for volunteers. This year UPUMC had more  

people volunteer than any year before! Many thanks to all of our volunteers who made this year’s vacation Bible 

school so amazing! Kingdom Rock volunteers included; Kris Green, Zoe Vanderbrug, Amber Rundle Kahn, Angela 

Grun, Barbara Philipp, Carol Cotter, Julie Johnson, Jamie Nahil, Debbie Beauchamp, Nicole Laydon, Linda Southwell,  

Danielle Southwell, Nancy Atkisson, Nancee Miller, Doug Rodgers, Carole Rolllins, Holly Miller, Heidi Seaborn,  

Carol Bedin, Debby Lawrence, and Duane Buys.  

UPUMC would also like to recognize and thank Jane Rogers and Christina Pacheco for all of their work in coordinat-

ing Kingdom Rock. Jane Rogers did a fabulous job and brought new suggestions and enthusiasm to this year’s VBS!     

There is no Sunday school during the summer months. Sunday school will resume in September. Children’s church 

will continue to be provided throughout the summer months for the 10:00 worship service. We ask everyone who 

is able to consider signing up to volunteer to teach or shepherd a four week long rotation for our upcoming Sunday 

school year.  

Children’s Programming 
From Christina Pacheco 

Notes from Deacon Debby 

I just returned from attending the Rocky Mountain Conference Annual Meeting, June 11-14, 2015, as a clergy mem-

ber of the Conference.  We met at the YMCA of the Rockies in Estes Park amid the shadows of snow-capped moun-

tains and shared vistas with deer and other assorted wildlife, including some 2 legged species!  The theme of the 

conference continued to expand the 4 year focus on the Tree of Life with the sub-title of Renewal of Creation.  

Through the messages of the key note speaker and Bible study leader, the Rev. Dr. Rebecca Parker, the sessions 

challenged us to…”pay attention to how [we as individuals and collectively] fit into God’s whole creation:  how [we] 

tend it, how [we] use it, how [we] take it for granted” (Bishop Elaine J. W. Stanovsky, in the cover letter to the An-

nual Conference program booklet).  Through the comments and examples of Rebecca Parker and the speakers for 

the various workshops offered during the Conference, we were reminded of our stewardship and relationship with 

all of creation and we were challenged to increase our awareness of how we can be complicit in the devastation of 

our planet without even knowing it.  Rebecca said, “God is weeping for the world and we must lament.”   

But she also added words of encouragement and hope as we become advocates and agents of change for how we 

manage resources with equity and justice so that all creation can have and enjoy abundant life as co-dependent 

upon one another and co-creators with the God of love and life.  May the congregation of UPUMC continue to in-

vestigate, participate, and actuate its role in the wholeness of the environment and its holiness in creation through 

its action and advocacy.  
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Middle School Mission Trip 

Four middle school youth and three adults went to Alamosa through Christian Community Service  
Project. They worked hard clearing tumbleweeds, performing yard work, scraping and painting a deck, 
and removing carpet. They had one day to play in the sand and creek at the Great Sand Dunes National 
Park, hike to Zapata Falls, and tour the Stations of the Cross Shrine. We are grateful to our UPark UMC 
community for helping to make this trip possible.  

Save the Date 

We will be scheduling a Water World day in July.  On July 31st  

we will be doing the PB&J lunches to take downtown. 
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Christian Education 

Sunday Adult Summer Session 

Our Summer Adult Sunday School sessions will continue through the month of July.  Due to the Bluegrass  
Service on July 5, we will not meet.  Les Law, Tony Winger, and Richard Nelson will lead us in discussions 
on FaithLink which is a weekly resource designed for use in small groups or Sunday school classes.  
FaithLink offers : 

 Application of faith to major current events and life issues 

We will meet from 9:00 – 9:55 in Bryans Room. 

We Would Like to Invite You to Participate in an Awesome Journey! 

Each time one of God’s precious children is baptized, each of you makes a promise to help parents with 

the journey on which they are about to embark.  We all promise to nourish and guide those being  

baptized. 

If you haven’t had the opportunity to work in the Rotation Model with our children, you are missing the 

chance to fulfill that promise.   Each week it is so much fun to see the excitement and anticipation of the 

children when they arrive on the third floor for Sunday school.  They can’t wait to participate in the  

journey of many of the Old Testament characters or learn about the Parables. 

We need teachers who can teach a four week session (we have really made this so easy) and shepherds 

who can be aides in each classroom.  Last year we had some fantastic teachers and shepherds!  We are 

hoping to increase adult involvement even more with new faces to join those who made the commitment 

last year.   

Please prayerfully consider joining in this incredible adventure of training our precious children.  You give 

a few hours every Sunday for four weeks teaching a subject in which you are comfortable.  In exchange, 

you get the satisfaction of knowing that you helped a child learn more about their faith and showed them 

that they are loved and cared for.  If you choose to be a shepherd you simply need to arrive on Sunday 

morning, get to know your sheep and help the teacher as an assistant in the classroom. As I stated earlier 

in this article, the teachers will be given everything they need allowing very little preparation time.  If you 

want to hear a personal testimony telling about the excitement and thrill of helping out just ask any of 

the teachers or shepherds who have been involved in the program these last two years. 

Call Duane at 303-722-5736 ext. 110 if you feel led to teach or shepherd in the fall.  He’ll be delighted to 

talk with you about this wonderful, heart-warming opportunity. 
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Administrative Corner 
From Diane Felt, Administrative Assistant 

Emergency Contact Tree 

The spring has certainly brought a very rich tapestry of greens and blooms in 
the vegetation in Denver and along the Front Range. Of course, making that 
possible are the rains. The unfortunate consequence of the June 11 downpour 
is that it was intense and took advantage of “weak” spots in our buildings at 

the most inconvenient time with only Joshua Rousis, UPark’s Building Liaison, on the premises!  

While the Trustees work to remedy issues with the cause of leaks, I will work to create an Emergency 
Contact Tree using cell phone numbers. I envision this to be sent as probably a text message. The  
Emergency Contact Tree would be implemented during times where there is a need to get information 
out to the masses, especially folks who would be available to assist with either UPark or Evanston Center. 
If you are interested in being included, please notify me, Diane Felt, at dfelt@universityparkumc.org or 
303-722-5736. Or, if you have the expertise and time to set this up for me, please contact me. Thank you! 

Hubbub of Activity! 

UPark has experienced a very busy June with a hubbub of activity. From June 8-11 we hosted the Colo-
rado Cross-Disability Conference for 60 attendees. They were most appreciative of the efforts that we’ve 
put into making UPark accessible with the elevator, lift, ramp, handicap parking, handicap restrooms, and 
updated sound system in East Fellowship Hall. Of the 60 attendees, 15 folks had motorized chairs or 
scooters. There were 5-6 service dogs. Our hope is that we can host this event in the future. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

From June 15-19 we hosted Slavens Elementary Theater Camp in Noakes Hall and our other lower level 
education rooms. There were 30 elementary students who participated in the camp in preparation for 
their Wizard of Oz performance on Friday evening, June 19. Slavens School had a scheduling challenge 
due to floors being refinished during this week. Therefore, Amy Long put the teachers in touch with 
UPark. The timing worked out fabulously. Having Noakes Hall’s stage cleared last summer has been a  
welcomed asset! 

June 22-25 was our VBS. What fun it was to enjoy having the voices of children in the building as they  
participated in Kingdom Rock in East Fellowship Hall, Bryans Room, and our upstairs Education rooms.  
We are truly blessed with our facility and its multi-use capability. It supports many lively activities for 
UPark and in the community! 

mailto:dfelt@universityparkumc.org
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Disability Advocacy Ministry 

For the week of June 8-11 UPUMC hosted the Colorado State Cross-Disability Conference.  Colorado 

Cross-Disability Coalition (CCDC) is the premiere organization in Colorado for advocating for disability 

rights. It works with individuals, service providers, and governmental agencies to ensure that people with 

disabilities have equal rights and equal access. It ensures physical structures are compliant and that  

policies and procedures decrease barriers. It seeks compliance with the ADA and help others to  

accomplish the same.  The attendees were very appreciative of all the ways that UPark has made the 

church facility as accessible as it is.  With the help of this newly formed relationship between Upark and 

the CCDC we will continue our efforts to enhance the building and our hospitality for persons with  

disabilities as we seek together to grow in promoting self-actualization for all persons in community and 

as valued and beloved children of God.  

DenUM Golf Tournament 

Denver Urban Ministries will hold a golf tournament on Monday, July 20th.  The event will be at  
Arrowhead Golf Course.  You can get registration information at the DenUM web site www.denum.org  
or by calling 303-355-4896 during business hours. 

 

Faith in Action 

Habitat for Humanity: Loaves and Fishes 

Our church has been a member/partner of the Loaves & Fishes Faith Coalition  
of Habitat for Humanity for many years. We are to begin building our 17th home  
August 19. New homeowners are NOT given these homes. Habitat is able to 
build homes at a reduced cost because of volunteer labor. New homeowners 
must qualify by having the ability to repay the no-interest mortgage, as well as 
work to build their own home and the homes of other Habitat partner families.  

University Park UMC has requested Saturday, August 29, as a work day to be manned by members of  
our church. Any one, age 16 and over, can volunteer for a build day. Volunteers are needed Thursdays, 
Fridays, and Saturdays until mid November. Contact Barb Philipp (303-758-0619) to sign up. 

Don't forget, the coalition must raise the $85,000 to pay for this house, so please consider making a  
donation. Checks can be made out to UPUMC with Loaves & Fishes in the memo line. 

http://www.denum.org
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United Methodist Women 

Wesleyan Women Make PB&J Lunches 

UPark’s Wesleyan Women and others will meet on July 24 to prepare 
the bag lunches for PB&J. Join in the fun at 10:30am in the East  
Fellowship Kitchen to assemble the lunches. Plan to bring some of the 
items needed: fruit and water, along with the peanut butter, jelly, and 
bags to bag them. Friday, August 21 will be the final lunch preparation 
for this summer for the UMW group. 

Grocery cards reloads pay off! 

Received in June for the reloads to King Soopers and Safeway cards was $456.83. WOW! A real win-win 
situation where your groceries cost the same, but UMW receives 5% of you total reloads!! This money 
goes for missions that UMW supports around the world! Cards are available at the reception desk on  
Sunday mornings. Cards come in $10, $25, $50, and $100 and can be reloaded with cash or credit card at 
the local King Soopers or Safeway stores. 

Mission u 
Learning Together for the Transformation of the World 

United Methodist Women are known for their ability to read about and know 
about the world situations! An opportunity to increase this knowledge is avail-
able at Mission u. This school and these classes are open for men and children as 
well. It is always a good learning and enjoyable time to interact with the other 
class members. 

Mission u takes place from July 16-18 at First United Methodist Church, Colorado 
Springs.   

All attendees will take Latin America, People, and Faith. Second study choices will 
be: Created for Happiness or The Church and People with Disabilities.  

Registrations are available on the bulletin board above the water fountain for all events. 

One day events in this area will be July 15, Clergy Event at the Evanston Center; August 8, Fort Collins 
Christ UMC; and, August 15 at Smoky Hill UMC in Centennial. Additional information is available on the 
UMW web site www.RMCUMW.org 

http://www.RMCUMW.org
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