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UPark UMC has over 50 non-UPark groups who make 
use of the church building for meetings and gatherings 
over the course of the year. This month we have invited 
Ann Dobyns to highlight the DU Tango Club: 

The University of Denver’s Tango Club began 
meeting in January of 2009.  The club was started by 
a student who had taken my First Year Seminar, 
“The Rhetoric of Tango,” in the fall of 2008.  The 
class, which I taught for the first time that term and 
have been teaching every autumn since, is a study  
of Argentine tango: its culture and history, its music 
and dance, its principles and improvisational  
communicative play.  

Born in the late 19th Century immigrant city 
of Buenos Aires, tango quickly became an interna-
tional phenomenon, a rage in early 20th Century 
Europe and the U.S. as well as in its home.  In  
Buenos Aires it remained popular until the military 
era only to be revived with the return of democracy 

in the 1980s and 90s. Today, a tango addict can find 
places to dance in any major city in the world. 

Because tango is an improvisational dance,  
it depends upon deep communication between the 
leader and the follower, and, in addition, between 
each couple and the rest of the floor.  It is also a 
dance that has its own language, its own vocabulary, 
syntax, conventions, and a poetic ideal that is  
expressed distinctively and uniquely by each couple 
that dances it.    

Beyond the primary relationship of the  
couple, the community of dancers reflects this deep 
communication and connection as well.  Not only do 
dancers share their passion for the dance, but they 
also form a community that is based in respect for 
the dance and those who love it. These aspects of 
the dance result in devoted followers and members 
of the world tango community. 

(cont. next pg) 

 Hospitality Hub 
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(Hospitality Hub: DU Tango Club, continued) 

Several of the students from my first class wanted to keep alive the spirit of the 
dance they had experienced, and so the idea of a club was born.  Kat Young, DU Tango 
Club’s first president, and several of her fellow students wrote a constitution, and, as a 
result, the club was officially recognized by the university.  We began meeting in Cen-
tennial Towers and continued doing so for the first two years, but in the spring of 2011, 
due to the generosity of the University Park United Methodist Church, we moved to the church where we 
now dance in Noakes Hall. 

The club meets at University Park UMC on Thursdays from 7-9 pm for an hour lesson followed by a 
one-hour practice.  In addition to our weekly meeting and occasional party, we have performed at various 
university events since January of 2010, including the annual Global Gala and Festival of Nations (now 
called Culture Fest). In addition to DU students and faculty, the club includes, and welcomes, dancers 
from the neighborhood and Denver tango community.  We have also sponsored classes given by visiting 
Argentine tango teachers.  Those who join us comment on how friendly and welcoming our event is.   

What I find so refreshing about the club is the way that it performs the spirit of tango.  This is the 
reason I will so miss this group as I retire from the university this spring.  Despite my nostalgia, I am  
confident the club will continue with the help of teachers from the Denver tango community.   

We should like to thank the church for its ongoing support and friendship. 

Ann Dobyns 
Professor 
Department of English 
Faculty Advisor  
DU Tango Club 
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Notes from Deacon Debby 

UMCOR Salt Lake City Mission Trip 

Watch for June’s Messenger for a report from the UMCOR West Mission team of Connie Beauchamp, 
Nancy Berry, Nancy Fischer, Debby Lawrence, Barbara and Frank Philipp, and Janet Wolfer about their trip 
to Salt Lake City regarding the services they performed, relationships they made, and blessings they  

received.  They will probably share some humor too!  We do wish 
to thank all those persons who supported our trip with donations of 
specific kit items; especially an anonymous donor who sent 4 boxes 
of supplies via Amazon.com that included health and school kit 
items in bulk.  

Disability Advocacy Ministry 

NAMIWalks is Open for Business! 

The UPark DAM Committee will support the 2015 NAMI Colorado WALKS on behalf of persons with  
mental illness disabilities. We will recruit a team from UPark to walk in solidarity with those persons who 
are affected by various forms of Mental Illness.  If anyone wants to participate in this event, contact Pat 
at 303-698-1092/ pm2201@outlook.com, Liz at 303-548-8340/ lizbeindorff@gmail.com, or Rev. Debby 
Lawrence at 303-722-5736/ dlawrence@universityparkumc.  

NAMIWalks Colorado:  
Saturday, May 16 at Centennial Center Park 

Registration: 9am 
Start Time: 10am 

You can quickly and easily register for the Walk by visiting www.namiwalks.org/colorado 

Requests for Assistance 
RAFT Refugee Assistance 

 Our newly-arrived refugee friends, Rozanda and Mirna, would each appreciate a couch, a 
coffee table, a TV, and a lamp for their apartments. 

 Rozanda and our other refugee friend, Allan, are currently looking for work. They are avail-
able to conduct spring yard work or spring cleaning. The suggested hourly rate is $12.00/hour. 

Please call Amanda Laramore for more information or to provide the assistance requested at  
303-523-7983. 

 Native American Community 

As we reach out to our Native American community, Vicky, a blind Navajo woman who attends the Native  
American Christian Church on Logan Street, needs a small kitchen table with chairs, a TV stand, a love seat or a 
small couch, a small bookcase, and anything in the way of kitchen stuff and bathroom cleaning items like mop, 
broom, etc.  She was homeless and now has an apartment. To donate, please contact Rev. Linda Bibb, Director of 
our Evanston Center, revlindabibb@hotmail.com or 319-721-7636.  

tel:303-523-7983
mailto:revlindabibb@hotmail.com
tel:319-721-7636
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Paul’s Epistle 

It seems like our “world” at University Park UMC has completely turned inside out these last several 
weeks.  As soon as I announced that I was leaving UPark UMC to serve as the superintendent for the  
Denver area churches, everything began to change.  For many of us this included a deep sense of grief 
and loss, including me – I did not see this coming.  But the last several weeks have confirmed that this has 
been the right decision.  My leaving UPark UMC was inevitable – only we thought it would be retirement 
three years from now.  Each of the worship services through Holy Week – Palm Sunday, Maundy  
Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Sunday and then Youth Sunday – have absolutely been incredible.  Each 
were the best that has ever occurred.  Truly UPark UMC is stronger than it has ever been.  This then is the 
time.  If not now, when? 

With this in mind, we have set in motion a summer schedule that will bring our community together, as 
Jean and I say goodbye and as you welcome Rev. Dale Beck. 

On Sunday, May 17th, we will have our Annual Celebration Sunday, acknowledging our various graduates 
and our Sunday School teachers.  We will have our picnic in the Courtyard with the ever-present Bounce 
House. 

Then on the weekend of May 22nd through 24th, many of our members will be at the Annual Church Camp 
at Buckhorn.  On that Sunday, May 24th, I will be back in Denver for our Sunday service which will be a 
unified service at 10am. 

To be consistent throughout the summer, we will keep the services at 10am from May 31st through  
September 6th.  Sunday, June 7th will be the Chancel Choir’ last Sunday through the summer.  On June 14, 
many of us will be at Annual Conference in Estes Park.  We will be blessed to have one of the best  
Mennonite preachers (and good friends of Rev. Kottke) present to preach – Dr. Vern Rempel.  Dr. Rempel 
is a graduate of the Iliff’s DMin program and has served as Senior Pastor at First Mennonite Church for 19 
years. 

Sunday, June 21st will be my last Sunday with you.  We will have the combined 10am service and then a 
simple potluck (cold salads) in the Fellowship Hall.  On Sunday, June 28th, our Lay Leaders will speak  
(Jo and Jim Morgan, and Larry Grauberger).  Sunday , July 5th your new Senior Pastor, Rev. Dale Beck will 
begin the new chapter in the amazing life of UParkUMC.  

I look forward to sharing with you each of these next Sundays as each one will have its special meaning.   

 
Blessings,  Paul 

Again, beginning on May 24, we will not have an 8:30am Informal 
Service until we kick-off in the fall. We will combine the Informal 
with the Traditional and have the Traditional Service at 10am in the 
Sanctuary. The Peniel Service will shift to 10:00am, still worshiping  
in Wasser Chapel. This will permit the Peniel and Traditional  
worshippers to enjoy reception time together afterwards in the 
Courtyard portico. Occasionally Peniel will not meet. 
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I would like to inform the congregation of UPUMC that we have accepted a candidate for Paul Kottke’s near-term 
replacement as senior pastor. The letter below is from Steve Goodier, the district superintendent, who has been 
working with the SPRC in finding a suitable replacement for Paul. 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

I am writing to share with you that Bishop Elaine Stanovsky intends to appoint Rev. Dale Beck as pastor of  
University Park United Methodist Church of Denver, Colorado effective July 1, 2015.  You are free to announce 
this to the congregation beginning Sunday, April 12, 2015. 

I pray God’s blessing on this congregation and Rev. Paul Kottke and his wife Jean during this time of transition.  

May the Holy Spirit enliven and guide your ministry to the people of your community. 

Your brother in Christ, 

Rev. Steve Goodier, District Superintendent 

 
Dale Beck will serve as interim pastor for twelve months. He will assume Paul’s duties along with assisting the 
church in finding our next “permanent” pastor.  
 
Some church members have asked why we decided on an interim and not a more permanent replacement at this 
time. It is a good question and one that SPRC struggled with as we began the process with Steve. It was the  
recommendation of the District to go with an interim due to the long successful tenure that Paul enjoyed at our 
church and due to his successful leadership in many facets of University Park. Based on the District’s experience in 
this process with other churches, they believed that the congregation will need adequate time to process all of the 
emotions that come with a great loss such as losing Paul after 20 years. After a year of us all going through this 
process, the hope is that we will be ready, as a congregation, to embrace a new leader with a more objective frame 
of reference and that we will be in a better state of emotional well-being.  
 
I will not provide much background on Dale as I prefer that he has the opportunity to introduce himself as he sees 
fit. He has much experience as both a pastor and interim pastor. He served two separate congregations in Illinois 
over a 30+ year span, as well as two stints of being an interim pastor in Colorado assisting congregations with  
similar journeys as the one we are embarking on currently.  
 
I would like everyone to welcome Dale and his wife Peggy with open arms as they will be dedicating much of their 
time and energy to help our church with a soft landing in this important process. Please take the next year to voice 
your concerns and joys to Dale so that he is able to synthesize that information into the decision making process 
when the time comes.  
 
Lastly, I want to thank all of the members of SPRC and our Lay Leaders who have dedicated much of their valuable 
time and energy in this process. I have been truly blessed to have such an amazing group to work with through this 
difficult process.  
 

All the Best, 
 
 
Tom Gonnella 
Chair - SPRC  
tomagonnella@gmail.com 

Message from Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) 
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Celebrations 

Confirmations: On Youth Sunday, April 12, three youth became full members of University Park UMC  
through the confirming their affirmation of faith:  Dayton Bedin, Marie Brown, and Lucas Frazier. 
 

Concerns 

Members and friends who have been ill or hospitalized since the last Messenger:  Marilyn Coto who  
attends the Peniel Worship service who underwent emergency gallbladder surgery and is recovering well. 

We extend condolences to the family and friends of Libby McWilliams who died on March 30; of Mildred 
Brewer who died on April 3; of Helen Driscoll who died on April 15; and of John Penko who died on  
April 18. 

Our hearts are open to all church members, friends and family, as they experience  

the concerns and celebrations of life. 

Our Church Family 

Congratulations, Stellar Speller! 

Our very own Zach competed in the Colorado State Spelling bee on Saturday, March 
12.  Over 260 students, grades 3-8, from all over Colorado participated, with the  
winner heading to the National Spelling Bee in Washington, DC in May.  The students 
first completed a written exam, consisting of spelling and vocabulary words.  The top 
35 students from this exam then competed in the oral finals. 

Zach is in 4th grade at Slavens School and made it to the oral round. He then competed 
through 6 rounds and ended up in 29th place.  He went out on the word "halal."   
We are so proud of him!  

The District 6 Candidates forum took place at UPark on April 11. 
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Happy Easter from UPark! 



Page 8  The Messenger, May 2015 

 

UPDATE - Kids Cans for Kids—Bring Those Aluminum Cans!  

Our latest can redemption for 2015 resulted in 101 pounds worth $60.60 for aluminum cans and other miscellaneous 
metals for a total of 254 lbs. and $203.70 thus far this year. 

NOTE:  Contributors, please separate different types of metals as Atlas Metal & Iron Corp—the recycle  
establishment we use—requires that the different types are separated, weighed and valued individually.  
This relieves the volunteer (Sharon Sanita—thank you very much) who delivers the metals to Atlas of  
having to do the separation before delivery.  Thanks to all who cooperate with this request.   

We will continue to send these funds to the Children’s Hospital Chaplaincy department to supply Bibles for 
patients and their families, including Spanish Bibles, and to supply other reading materials for their mobile 
interfaith book cart.   

Announcements 

The Post Employment Group Seniors welcomes all retired and chronologically gifted to the 
regular luncheon at noon on the second Wednesday of each month for a catered lunch  

followed by a program of varying interests.  The group will meet Wednesday, May 13 for a catered lunch  
provided by Robin Zemetra for $8.00 per person followed by a presentation to be determined — watch for  
updates in the bulletin.  Bring a friend and join us for food, fellowship, and fun.  For more information contact 
Rev. Debby Lawrence at 303-722-5736 or dlawrence@universityparkumc.org. 

At the April meeting of PEGS, Annie Green, Deputy Director of Laradon, gave us a presentation about the origins 
of this organization and how it provides services and support for children and adults who have cognitive and  
delayed development challenges and their families.  She particularly emphasized the goals of achievement,  
independence and community that the clients experience.  She told us about the need for volunteers to  
participate in the Host Home program and the success of the Work Team program whereby clients actually go to 
small businesses to provide employment opportunities for regular and/or specialized work in the areas of  
assembly, packaging and mailing services, order fulfillment and distribution, clerical tasks, recycling, janitorial,  
stocking, and more.  If anyone or company would like to know more about sponsoring a Host Home or work site 
experience, go to www.laradon.org for more details. 

University Park Elementary School Annual Home Tour 

The University Park School Annual Home Tour will be Sunday, May 3.  Information 
is available at www.uparkelementary.org or 720-424-3410.  Tickets are $20 in  
advance or $25 that day. The funds raised will help the school retain special 

teachers.  There are always five or six really interesting houses included, old and new. We thank Diana 
Helper for keeping us apprized of events in our University Park neighborhood.  

Denver Pride Parade 

Once again, UPark will be participating in the Gay Pride Parade as part of the Denver 
LGBT community’s annual PrideFest.  The Parade takes place on Sunday, June 21, at 
9:30 am at Cheesman Park and ends at Civic Center Park.  If you are interested in  
walking in the Parade and showing your Pride, contact Marin Klostermeier at 
marin.klostermeier@gmail.com or Elizabeth Boyer at elizabethboyer394@gmail.com! 

mailto:dlawrence@universityparkumc.org
http://www.laradon.org
http://www.uparkelementary.org
mailto:marin.klostermeier@gmail.com
mailto:elizabethboyer394@gmail.com
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All-Church Camp 
May 22-24 at Camp Buckhorn 

All are welcome...with or without children, all ages!  Activities will include campfire with s'mores,  
olympics, morning devotions, yoga, and a soccer tournament. 

Prices are unchanged from last year:   
$100/adult, $50/child 4-12, Child under 4 FREE 

Partial weekend pricing is definitely available, as are scholarships. 

More details to come!  Contact Amy Long at amywlong@gmail.com with  
questions or if you are interested in organizing a camp activity.   

UPark’s 2015 Guatemala Mission 

We are quickly approaching the first due date for the Guatemala 2015 
Mission Trip.  If you want to be among our team members, we MUST have 
an $800 (or more) deposit by June 1 against your total of $1600 (balance 
due September 1).  Write your check to UPark with Guatemala in the 
memo line.  Sandy will account for each team member's payments. 

We also gladly take additional donations anytime, as we will have over 
$4000 in expenses for medical supplies.  We rely on the congregation to donate additional resources 
for this mission. 

Because we will owe money to Salud y Paz for our medicine kit, a deposit to them for our trip, to pay 
for Volunteers in Mission Insurance, and to confirm and buy our airline tickets, the June 1 date is firm. 

If you have questions about the 2015 mission trip, please contact George Gramer, 303-993-8502, 
GKGJR@AOL.COM . 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL! Get it on your calendar! June 22 – 25, 9:00 to 12:00. 
Contact Jane Rogers or Duane Buys if you can volunteer, or go to 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e4eaaa92ca46-upark 

Church Softball League 

Softball begins May 31!  Our league is co-ed, and anyone who is older than age 
15 or is turning 15 this year can play on our teams. There will be two teams this 
year, and we play against other area churches. We play every Sunday during the 
summer at Progress Park, which is near W. Belleview and S. Broadway.  See 
Larry Roggensack (303-368-8898) or Rob Eulenstein (303-220-0192 to express 
your interest or if you have any questions! 

mailto:amywlong@gmail.com
mailto:GKGJR@AOL.COM
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e4eaaa92ca46-upark
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April 12 was Youth Sunday and Confirmation Sunday, and what a Sunday! The youth participated in all three  
services and in aspects of the service. Check out the photos on the next page. Thank you to our four seniors: Amy, 
Blake, Natalie, and Maddie. They will be missed at next year's Youth Sunday. Thank you to all the other youth that 
participated: Nathan, Holly, Cooper, Heidi, Matthew, Quinn, Ree, Lucas, Dayton, and Ben. Congratulations to our 
three Confirmands: Dayton, Ree, and Lucas. And a big thank-you to the church, for creating a safe space that allows 
our youth to speak and be heard. The support and encouragement the youth group receives from UPark could be 
heard throughout the services. 

Speaking of support, Burrito Sunday is May 10. The youth will be busy making burritos on Saturday, May 9. After 
years of holding the price steady, the burritos will be selling for $3 each this year. The proceeds from the sales  
supports our youth groups and the youth mission trips. This year the middle school is headed back to Alamosa to 
work with Christian Community Service Projects. CCSP provides wonderful support for our youth as they engage in 
a variety of projects to improve the lives of Alamosa community members. The high school is headed to Orlando to 
participate in Youth 2015, a once every four year gathering of Methodist youth from across the country. The theme 
for Youth 2015 is 'Go On.' Hebrews 6:1 invites us to 'go on toward maturity in faith.' Youth 2015 participants will 
actively engage in acts of piety and acts of mercy, one way for us to participate in grace. We look forward to  
hearing stories from both groups upon their return. 

The end of school year youth celebration is scheduled for May 31. Laser Quest and bad pizza - a great way to end 
the year! 

Youth Announcements 

YOUTH QUEST:  On April 19, two of our middle school youth were involved in Youth Quest.  
They had a great time as the Rev. Chebon Kernell, an ordained minister in the Oklahoma  
Indian Missionary Conference of the United Methodist Church was the keynote speaker.   
He spoke to them about “Breaking Free” and shared his unique perspective on the Christian 
Faith. The music, singing, worship and workshops were great.  Dayton and Ree attended along 
with Larry Roggensack. Quinn, Holly, Amy, and Maddie volunteered.  As Frontier Ranch was 
under 3 feet of snow, Youth Quest was held at Hope UMC. 

ALL CHURCH CELEBRATION PICNIC: On May 17, we are planning to have a picnic following the 
11:00 service.  Come and celebrate with our graduates, the completion of another fantastic 

Sunday school season, and the beginning of a fantastic summer.  An attraction for the children will be included. 

MOTHER’S GARDEN!!  On Sunday May 17th, the children will take time during the Sunday school hour to plant  
flowers in the Mother’s Garden. Please remember that they will be digging in the dirt, so they should wear  
appropriate clothing and bring a flower to plant. Some flowers will be available. 

GRADUATES  At the May 17th picnic we would like to recognize all of our graduates. Please let Duane know if you 
know of someone from our congregation who will be graduating this year.  High school, college, trade school or 
whatever the case may be. 
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Christian Education 

Adult Forum will offer presentations from many speakers on diverse and interesting topics.  Jim Fleet 
and Cal Neptune work together to facilitate this class which meets in Bryans Room.   
 

 May 3 – Alton Templin – The Enlightenment in Early America – Part 1  
May 10 – Alton Templin – The Enlightenment in Early America – Part 2 
May 17 – Wilbur Moulton – The History of Religion  

Journeys in Faith will meet in the East Parlor. Come join us for some interesting and lively discussions. 
The facilitators will be Les Law and Tony Winger. 

This month we will be watching and discussing Bill Moyers on Faith & Reason (PBS, 2006) which explores 
“the long-running argument between believers and disbelievers, and [an] enlightening perspective on the 
fear, violence and intolerance that grip our times.“ 

 May 3 – Bill Moyers on Faith & Reason – Salman Rushdie  
May 10 – Bill Moyers on Faith & Reason – Anne Provoost & David Grossman 
May 17 – Bill Moyers on Faith & Reason – Mary Gordon & Colin McGinn 

Cornerstone II is a class that is geared to the parents of young children, although anyone can join us at 
any time.  The goal is to offer insights into parenting issues and to build relationships among parents and 
families.  Class will be facilitated by Melane Theilen and meets in the Cornerstone II room.  

 May 3 – Narrative Future – David McDaniel & Steve Felt  
May 10 – Class discussion on next year’s curriculum. Potluck?  
May 17 – Celebration Sunday – Help Duane setup for the celebration  

Nursery Schedule 
We’ve changed our Nursery volunteer time schedule.  We will have an early shift from 8:25 – 10:30 and a 
late shift from 10:30 – 12:30.  Kim Ray is working on the scheduling and could use your help by going to  
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ba5aa2aa5fe3-julydecember1 and signing up for your shift. 

 

May 3 – Early – Liza Zorn  Late – Need Volunteer 

May 10 – Early – Need Volunteer Late – Need Volunteer 

May 17 – Early – Mary Ernst   Late – Amy Flynn 

May 24 – Jamie Nahil (one service at 10) 

May 31 – Chris Wells (one service at 10) 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ba5aa2aa5fe3-julydecember1
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The Sunday school rotation Jonah ends on May 3rd. Thank you to our teachers: Petra Frazier, Brooke & Jay 

Ferguson, and Amber Rundle-Kahn; and shepherds: Meg Macy and the middle school youth!  

Beginning on May 10th there will be no Sunday school over the summer break. Children’s church will  

continue to be provided throughout the summer months for the 10:00 worship service. In addition,  

parents should be aware of an exciting upcoming event, Kingdom Rock Vacation Bible School!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

University Park United Methodist Church invites Children to Kingdom Rock: Where Kids Stand Strong for 

God. At Kingdom Rock, kids participate in memorable Bible-learning activities, sing catchy songs, play 

teamwork-building games, make and dig into yummy treats, experience epic Bible adventures, collect  

Bible Memory Buddies to remind them to stand strong, and test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take 

home and play with all summer long. Plus, kids will learn to look for evidence of God all around them 

through something called God Sightings. Through Operation Kid-to-Kid, your kids will participate in a 

hands-on mission project. Kids at Kingdom Rock will join an international missions effort to share God’s 

love with children in India. Each day concludes with Fanfare Finale—a celebration that gets everyone  

involved in living what they’ve learned.  

Kingdom Rock is for kids four-years-old through 5th grade. Since everything is hands-on, kids might get a 

little messy. Be sure to send them in play clothes and safe shoes. So mark these dates on your calendar 

June 22-25. The fun starts at 9:00 a.m. and will end at 12:00 p.m. UPUMC is in need of several volunteers 

to help teach or shepherd for Kingdom Rock!  Jane Rogers has volunteered to be the VBS Director, so if 

you are interested in helping or to register your children, please contact either her or Duane Buys or go to 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e4eaaa92ca46-upark to signup.  Registration forms are available 

on the front desk.   

Children’s Programming 
From Christina Pacheco 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e4eaaa92ca46-upark
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Meet Some of RAFT’s Recent Refugees – By Amanda Laramore  

Allan Wanzigoya Smith, a 19 year old man arrived in Denver, Colorado, on October 17, 2014.  

Allan's journey began as a child in Uganda.  Allan fled his homeland, for humanitarian reasons, as an orphan, at 15 for Kenya. 
Allan was homeless on the streets of Nairobi for three months as he made his way to Kakuma. Allan spent almost 4 years in a 
Refugee Camp - Kakuma, in Kenya. He was awaiting approval from the Immigration and Naturalization Service and the United 
Nations High Commission for Refuge relocation and safety in the United States, to process and approve his status.  This is a 
grueling and arduous process, not for the faint at heart.  There are over 120,000 refugees seeking relocation services in Camp 
Kakuma alone. The inhabitants that call this their 'refuge' are from Uganda, Sudan, Somalia and Rwanda, Burundi, Tanzania 
and the Congo.  They travel with the clothes on their back, and are provided a tarp, canteen and cooking pan to start their new 
life. It is important to know that the choice to stay in their homeland will in most circumstances inevitably result in their death 
at the hands of their own people and or their government. They are fleeing to save their life.  

Allan has shared with us his valiant and tenacious ability to survive and thrive despite atrocious conditions in Uganda and  
Kakuma. 6 kg of Maize (ground corn) was distributed to him every two weeks as his food source. He then had to be resourceful 
and barter for wood and oil to cook the maize so that he could eat once a day.  Often times he ran out of maize and went  
without food for days, awaiting the next disbursement of food.  Water is a precious commodity in the arid African desert,  
temperatures reach 120 degrees on a regular basis. Each refugee is given a canteen which holds 2 1/2 gallons of water. This 
water is for consumption, bathing, cooking and laundry.  Allan explained that he had to tie the water container to his body and 
get up at 4:30 am to wait in line for hours for when the water would be turned on in the afternoon. 

Allan maximized his time and opportunities offered in the refugee camp. He is impassioned with cinematography and film.   
An international organization Film Aid, took him on as an apprentice and student for three years.  Allan is a certified filmmaker,  
editor and cinematographer.  Did I mention that he is fluent in English, Swahili, Luganda, Gishu, and Rwandu?  Allan has  
already completed a GED class at Arapahoe Community College, and is preparing to take the exam. His goal is to attend Film 
School here in Colorado.  

Our family has continued to grow as we welcome new refugees into our family. We heard of another man who was going to be 
arriving at the end of March to Denver. Allan already knew that a friend, Rozanda, whom he had met in Kakuma, was going to 
be coming to Colorado. It is a small world indeed. Rozanda arrived in Colorado two weeks ago, and was met with open arms by 
Allan and our family. We have since learned that Rozanda too was subjected to persecution in his country of origin, Uganda. 
He is a mature, intelligent and sweet soul who has brought deep conversation and love to our home. 

Rozanda, 34, was educated in Uganda as a Journalist. He also spent three years in Iraq working for a security company.  He had 
significant exposure to the U.S. Military in Iraq, spending time on an American base while in Iraq.  One of Rozanda’s goals is to 
attend college and receive his certification as a Paralegal. 

Mirna, 30, from Syria, has also become a member of our ever expanding circle of family. She moved to Aleppo, Turkey, and 
received a degree in Program Language Control. Mirna was able to move to the U.S. with her two gorgeous Angora cats, Mina 
and Semse.  Mirna is passionate about foreign language and is fluent in Turkish, Arabic and English. Mirna is interested in  
pursuing a career in translation.  Mirna spent a few months in Colorado Springs, and is very is happy to be in the Denver area 
now.  

Phil and I will be honored if you too would expand your hearts and welcome the newest members of our immediate and 
Church families to yours. Please know that your financial support of these efforts are critical to RAFTS’s ability to “welcome the 
aliens in our midst.” 

RAFT 
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New Evanston Center Programming 

The Evanston Center is hosting two important programs in May, and we would like to invite members of 
the congregation to attend.  As well, please let others know about these if appropriate.  We would  
appreciate an RSVP so that we can plan; the events are free of charge. 

 
1.  Ethical Education Training:  church leaders and teachers are encouraged to attend, and clergy are  
required to attend a training once every 4 years.  Please try to attend the session we are hosting at  
Evanston.  If you are unable to do so, the conference website lists other dates, times, and places to attend 
a training. 

The training is approximately 4.5 hours, and consists of a DVD and facilitated discussion.  Content  
includes the Rocky Mountain Conference Safe Sanctuary Policy, legal issues, defining and recognizing 
abuse and neglect, and reporting requirements and procedures.  

The following are encouraged to attend:  those involved in Christian education, including Sunday school 
teachers; youth ministers and volunteers; care givers; visitation team members; and members of SPRC, 
Nominations, and Administrative Council. 

Tuesday, May 5, 8:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m., at the Evanston Center.  Coffee, tea, and snacks provided, along 
with humor and fellowship.  Please RSVP to 303-722-7217 or evanstoncenter@gmail.com 

 
2.   Taking Care of Yourself While Taking Care of Others:  co-sponsored by Easter Seals and the Colorado 
Respite Coalition, the Evanston Center will facilitate a discussion and support group for those who are 
caring for a loved one.  We will talk about strategies to manage the challenges of providing care, and  
emphasize the importance of taking care of ourselves in the process.  This initial offering is a one-time 
session, but if there is interest in an ongoing group, we can develop one! 

Tuesday, May 12, 1:00-3:00 p.m. at the Evanston Center.  Coffee, tea, and snacks provided. 

This will also be labyrinth day, so you are welcome to stay and walk the labyrinth.  Please also invite  
family and friends that might benefit from this gathering, and everyone may RSVP to 303-722-7217 or 
evanstoncenter@gmail.com 

The Evanston Center for Spiritual Wholeness and Healing 

From Rev. Anne Mundt 

mailto:evanstoncenter@gmail.com
mailto:evanstoncenter@gmail.com
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United Methodist Women 

Circles 

New Members Always Welcome 

 Knitting or Knot: Mondays May 4 and 18, 1:30 pm,  
Cornerstone II Classroom.  Bring your handicraft project and join 
the conversation! 

 Crosspoints: The Spring Fling Tea at Spirit of Hope UMC has been rescheduled for June 13.  
Check back next month for more information!  

 Bible Study: Wednesday, May 20, 9:30 am, Osborne Parlor.  The year is coming to a close in the 
study of “I Bought a House on Gratitude Street,” led by Richard Nelson. 

 Wesleyan Women will be helping with the Friday PB&J service during the summer months.  
Watch for an email with the dates for volunteering. 

Church Women United 

May Friendship Day will be celebrated on May 1 at Grant Community Church (216 Grant St., Denver)  
beginning at 9:30. Events for the day include the collections for the Fellowship of the Least Coin, a White 
Elephant Sale, and a Potluck Luncheon. Message theme will be Journey of the Caregiver. All women are 
invited to come and enjoy fellowship and friendship with members of churches in the south Denver area. 

Happy Hour with Style 

Brentwood United Methodist Women invite you to Happy Hour with Style, featuring Women of the Bible 
Fashion Show and hors d'oeuvres with sparkling drinks on Saturday, May 16 at 2:00pm. Location is  
Brentwood UMC (1899 S. Irving St, Denver). Cost is $8.00. For reservations call 303-798-4669. 

King Soopers — Support UMW Missions! 

A check for $393.00 was received by UMW for reloads made by members of the University Park  
congregation during March. The reloads that you are doing really add up to a marvelous amount for  
mission!  If you buy gas with your King Soopers card, the amount really adds up FAST! It is a great way to 
know what you are spending on groceries without keeping the receipts each time you shop. 

Thanksgiving Thoughts 

Not only in the autumn do we need to be thankful but during the full year as well. When you have a 
thankful moment, a friend calls, or you arrive home safely after a trip, put aside some change as a  
thankful gift to mission! Maybe you have a special jar or box to collect the money to give to UMW in  
October. Happy thankful thoughts! 
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UMW in Sierra Leone 

The UMW is continuing to collect medical supplies for the NarSarah clinic and school in Sierra Leone.  
Hope Law made a trip in February with the supplies we gathered, and she was so appreciative of those 
supplies as she took almost all of them.  However, the need is still so great!  Hope and Les Law will be  
returning to Sierra Leone in June with a team of workers and will take the supplies.  Our box marked 
“Sierra Leone” is on the floor in the entrance to the church next to the baskets of other donations for 
various projects.   

Items needed:  Gloves (assorted sizes-latex, nitrile/plastic), Surgical gloves, Face Masks (3M), Adhesive 
tape, Laser thermometer, Aspirin, Ibuprofen or Motrin, Tylenol, Antibiotic ointments, Band-aids, Medical 
gauze, Ace bandages, Hand sanitizer, Flashlights.   

The other reason Hope went in February was to help the primary school and high school reopen (they 
closed because of the Ebola epidemic).  They need scholarships for students as she had to turn many  
students away.  A primary school scholarship is $50 and a high school scholarship is $125 (this is quite  
a bargain to educate a student for a year).  Hope or Les will gladly accept any money provided for the 
scholarships.  Anyone may donate to this worthy project. 

 

Day for Girls, Inc. 

Hope Law and her team will be taking more of the hygiene kits to Sierra Leone this summer. One of the 
ladies has made over 300 shields and 500 liners. Needed are panties to send along, girls size 10-16. 
Money is needed to purchase panties, washcloths, and gallon Ziplog bags.  If you are in a store and want 
to add to the collection, please do. Dorothy Musil is at the Reception desk on Sunday and will happily take 
your donations. If you are traveling, the small bars of soap are also needed for the kits. 

Faith in Action 

Bridge of Love Offering 

Each year at the Annual Conference there is a free-will Bridge of Love offering  for all churches sponsored 
by the Conference Board of Global Ministries.  This offering is designed to financially assist those areas in 
the world in crisis or recovering from a crisis.  This year, the entire offering is designated to assist the  
people of Sierra Leone in recovering from Ebola.  The Sierra Leone UMC Bishop has a 3-Year Post-Ebola  
Recovery Program to which our Conference will help. 

The Conference offering will emphasize helping the recovery and re-creation of the decimated UMC 
Health programs, improving the skill level of the UMC health workers, and providing hygiene classes for 
the UMC secondary students.  Sierra Leone has two major UMC hospitals and 10 health clinics in smaller 
villages.  There are over 200 UMC Primary Schools and over 20 UMC Secondary Schools. 

If you wish to participate in this offering, you can donate to University Park UMC and designate it for the 
Bridge of Love.  The U-Park delegates will take the donations to the Conference and give it to the Bridge 
of Love. 
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Administrative Corner 
From Diane Felt, Administrative Assistant 

June Newsletter Submissions 

Articles for the June Messenger should be submitted to Diane Felt by Friday, May 15. 
Kindly submit them as the body of an email or as an attached word document to 
dfelt@universityparkumc.org. Diane will then forward articles to Elizabeth Boyer, our 
Messenger Editor. 

Volunteer Kudos to the Spiff-Up Crew 

Spring Cleaning was in the air on two separate days recently!  Joan Buresh initiated and organized a  
Spiff-Up Crew of wonderful volunteers: Nancy Berry, Caroline Gilbert, Babs Kall, Pat Mauro, Jo Morgan, 
Katsie Okada, and Carole Rollins.  

This crew of eight tackled the dust that accumulates over time on artificial 
plants. They dusted, polished, and wiped woodwork, furniture, and hand  
railings. The pews in Wasser Chapel and the Sanctuary were polished,  
cushions were vacuumed, and nooks and crannies detailed. 

What a wonderful way to brighten the church in time for Easter and to  
welcome spring! Thank you to all of our Spiff-Up Crew! 

Thank You, UPark! 

Our Easter Offering was $4,421. A heartfelt thank you to everyone who contributed to this special offer-
ing. This offering was divided evenly between Denver Inner City Parish, Denver Urban Ministries, Metro 
Caring, and the United Methodist Church Global Ministries Zimbabwe HIV/AIDs project. 

 

mailto:dfelt@universityparkumc.org
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Consumer Advisory 
 

Don’t Send a Phishing Scam for 

Mother’s Day 

"Don't Forget Mother's Day - $19.99 flowers." Sounds like 
a great deal, but clicking on the embedded links can take dutiful sons and daughters to 
a website chocked full of items for sale, ranging from gourmet hamburgers to beautiful flower arrange-
ments.  Good luck actually buying any of these, as the site is just a front to steal credit-card information –
called ‘phishing’. 

And moms--- You aren’t off the hook either. Be on the lookout for suspicious emails with E-cards sent 
from your kids.  Nothing says “I Love You” more than an E-card that is really malware just waiting to  
infect your computer.   

If you receive a Mother's Day card in your inbox, make sure you recognize the sender (HINT: it should be 
from a loved one). The card creator's name will usually show up somewhere in the email, but just to 
avoid any issues, hover over the hyperlink and check out the URL first.  If it says something fishy, don’t 
click on the link and delete the email. 

Flowers seem to be a popular way to scam moms and their loyal children as well. One email scam sells a 
voucher for flowers not only on Mother's Day, but once a month for the rest of the year. That may sound 
great on digital paper, but no florist on Earth honors the agreement. 

Most people can pick out obvious email scams from a mile away, which is why scammers rely on appeals 
to emotion instead. Your love for Mom can cloud your judgment as Mother's Day approaches. Be sure to 
use all those skills she taught you and take too-good-to-be-true deals with a grain of salt instead. 

The US will spend $20.7 Billion on Mother’s Day this year.  Of course your mother would want you to save 
a little money, even if the gift is for her; but, generally speaking, if you find out about a discount online 
store through a suspicious email, it's probably a scam. Ignore it and do some bargain hunting on a reputa-
ble site instead.  

After all your sleuthing and research, hopefully you'll end up with a purchase even your mom would be 
proud of.  
 

 
As always, if you suspect you are being scammed, call: 

Denver DA’s Fraud Line: 720-913-9179 

We provide presentations 
on Frauds, Scams and ID 
Theft.   
 
Call to schedule one for 
your Office, Church, or 
Club or Association.   
 
For Information, Contact: 
Maro Casparian 
Dir. Consumer Fraud 
720.913.9036 
amc@denverda.org 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phishing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hyperlink
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uniform_resource_locator


University Park UMC 
2180 S. University Blvd. 

Denver, CO 80210 ~ 303/722-5736 
upark@universityparkumc.org 
www.UniversityParkUMC.org 

 

Senior Pastor 
Rev. Paul J. Kottke 

Minister of  
Congregational Care 
Rev. Debby Lawrence 

Director of  
Christian Education 

Duane Buys 
Assistant to Christian Education 

Christina Pacheco 
Youth Assistant 

Steve Felt 
Director of Music/Organist 
JoAnn Gudvangen-Brown 
Assist. Organist/Pianist 

Renae Gudvangen 
Peniel Service Leaders 

Liza and Denton Hanson 
Peniel Band Leader/ 

Student Pastor 
Kevin Garman 

The Foundation Campus  
Ministry 

Liza Stoltz Hanson 
Resident Caretaker/Building Liaison 

Josh Rousis 
Administrative Assistant 

Diane Felt 
Bookkeeper 

Sandy Schumm 
Custodian 

Regino “Pepe” Espinoza 
Wedding Coordinator 

Angela Hudgens 
Lay Leaders 

Larry Grauberger, 
Jo Morgan, Jim Morgan 

Messenger Editor 
Elizabeth Boyer 

 

The Evanston Center for Spiritual 
Wholeness and Healing 

2122 S. Lafayette St. 
Denver, CO 80210 ~ 303-722-7217 

evanstoncenter@gmail.com  
www.evanstoncenter.org 

 

Interim Director of Evanston Center  
Rev. Linda Bibb 

Program Minister 
Rev. Anne Davidson-Mundt 

Administrative Assistant 
Marilyn Stranske 

University Park United Methodist Church 

2180 S. University Blvd. 

Denver, CO 80210 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Deadline for the June Messenger: 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Messenger Editor and Production—Elizabeth Boyer 

Messenger Proofreader—Barb Philipp 

Photos: Cindy Smith, Duane Buys, Diane Felt 


