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UPark UMC has over 50 non-UPark groups who make 
use of the church building for meetings and gatherings 
over the course of the year. This month we have invited 
Kate Eberhard to highlight the BMCM Meditation group: 

We seem to be known as “The Buddhists in the Attic,” 
since we began meeting in a tiny but pleasant room high 
in the southwest corner of your building. That accounts 
for the “attic” - we are not necessarily “Buddhists,” 
though we hold the sage in high regard. So who are we? 

Some 20 years ago, your charismatic Pastor Paul hap-
pened to chat with one of our members in an airplane 
and offered us a needed room to house our meetings. 
We have since moved to a larger room on the east main 
floor. 

An equally charismatic man, Eknath Easwaran (1911-
1999) offers us guidance through a lifetime of soul 
searching and expertise. Born in India, he came to Amer-
ica on a Fulbright scholarship, settling at the University  
of California, Berkeley, as an English professor, teaching 
Shakespeare. 

A Sanskrit scholar, he gained a following among his  
students, leading them in passage meditation. In the mid 
60s they founded the Blue Mountain Center for  
Meditation (BMCM) near Petaluma in Northern  
California, encouraging people to live a spiritual life as a 
householder. Today, this center hosts monthly retreats. 
Easwaran has a world following to his writings and  
translations of ancient Hindu and Sanskrit texts, like the 
Bhagavad Gita. BMCM offers a monthly newsletter, and 
his books are to be found in libraries throughout the 
world.  

During his 28 years at BMCM, a lengthy series of 30-
minute talks by this teacher have been recorded and fur-
ther transcribed onto the most modern media available, 
all done by his devoted followers from Berkeley who still 
reside there. His speaking ability is unparalleled. He is a 
master of English, and each word falls from his lips with 
precision, as an artist in a painting. What does he talk 
about? Love. Peace. Happiness. He offers a recipe for life, 
an eight point program to follow for daily living.  

(cont. next pg) 

 Hospitality Hub 
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Announcements 

Easter Helpers Needed! 

As Easter approaches, the staff becomes somewhat anxious.   We are offering several special events to 

make the celebration as outstanding as we can.  Each special program requires additional personnel.  If 

you are willing to give a few extra minutes here and there to help out, please let Duane know.  What can 

you do?  The youth could use help in the kitchen to prepare breakfast or you could assist with the Easter 

Egg hunt! 

The Great Easter Egg Hunt:  Plans are underway for the children’s Easter Egg 

Hunt on Easter Sunday from 10:15-10:30 am.  If you are  willing to assist in the 

Easter Egg hunt please contact Duane Buys at 303-722-5736 or 

dbuys@universityparkumc.org 

Easter Breakfast:  On Easter morning, the youth will be preparing breakfast and 

asking for a donation that will help defray the cost of this summer’s mission trip to Alamosa and Youth 

2015. Great food, great cause!!! 

(Hospitality Hub: BMCM, continued) 

The first and most important point is to begin each day with 30 minutes of meditation.  

So, who are we? We are seekers. We want to improve our lives. Rare is the time when Jesus is 
not called upon in the videos we watch. So too is the Buddha, and Krishna. St. Francis is one of 
his favorites, and St. Theresa of Avila. 

We arrive at 7:00 on Tuesday evenings, spend a half hour reading a passage from his advice for 
daily living, or read and discuss the works from other scholars, like Pema Chodrin or Roger Teel. We frequently 
watch a half-hour video from our teacher, and at 8:00 we meditate, each reciting in silence a spiritual passage 
memorized. We strive to still our minds. 

We are everyday people trying to find our way. We welcome everyone to join us each Tuesday in our ninety min-
utes of study and devotion. We meet in East Parlor beginning at 7:00pm. For more information, please contact Kate 
at 720-291-0816 or kate.eberhard8@gmail.com. 

 — Kate Eberhard 

University Park Elementary School Annual Home Tour 

The University Park School Annual Home Tour will be Sunday, May 3.  Information 
is available at www.uparkelementary.org or 720-424-3410.  Tickets are $20 in  
advance or $25 that day. The funds raised will help the school retain special 

teachers.  There are always five or six really interesting houses included, old and new. We thank Diana 
Helper for keeping us apprized of events in our University Park neighborhood.  

http://www.uparkelementary.org
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UPDATE - Kids Cans for Kids—Bring Those Aluminum Cans!  

Our second can redemption for 2015 resulted in 138 pounds worth $69.21 for aluminum cans and other  
miscellaneous metals for a total of 254 lbs. and $143.10 thus far this year. 

NOTE:  Contributors, please separate different types of metals as Atlas Metal & Iron Corp—the recycle  
establishment we use—requires that the different types are separated, weighed and valued individually.  
This relieves the volunteer (Sharon Sanita—thank you very much) who delivers the metals to Atlas of  
having to do the separation before delivery.  Thanks to all who cooperate with this request.   

We will continue to send these funds to the Children’s Hospital Chaplaincy department to supply Bibles for 
patients and their families, including Spanish Bibles, and to supply other reading materials for their mobile 
interfaith book cart.   

The Post Employment Group Seniors welcomes all retired and chronologically gifted to the 
regular luncheon at noon on the second Wednesday of each month for a catered lunch  

followed by a program of varying interests.  The group will meet Wednesday, April 8 for a catered lunch provided 
by Robin Zemetra for $8.00 per person followed by a presentation by Annie Green, Deputy Director of Larandon, 
which is a center for those with developmental disabilities (including those with dual diagnoses of developmental 
disability and mental health concerns).  Bring a friend and join us for food, fellowship, and fun.  For more  
information contact Rev. Debby Lawrence at 303-722-5736 or dlawrence@universityparkumc.org. 

Habitat for Humanity Breakfast 

Come one, come all!  Saturday, April 18 at 9 am in the East Fellowship Hall the Loaves and Fishes Coalition 
of Habitat for Humanity of Metro Denver is having a FREE breakfast to kick-off the fund-raising and  
building of our 17th home!  

If you have been wanting to learn more about Habitat and its work, this is your opportunity. Not only is 
the breakfast being held at UPark but the family who is to become the owners of this new home will also 
be in attendance. Other members of the coalition and previous partner families, as well as officials from 
the Metro Denver office, will also be there.  

Come and learn about how people, from all walks of life and  
abilities, can come together to build not just a house but a HOME.  

If you are interested in attending, please contact Barb Philipp for 
details at barbphilipp72156@msn.com. 

Contemplative Worship Experience Added to the Evanston Center Labyrinth 

You are invited to walk and pray the Evanston Center Labyrinth on 
Tuesday April 14, at your convenience from 9am to 7pm. As an addi-
tional spiritual refreshment, Rev. Linda Bibb will lead a contemplative 
worship experience in the Evanston Center sanctuary from 5:30 to 
6:30pm. She will use passages from Holy Scripture, poetry, prose, 
and song to guide participants in personal experiences of encounter 
with God, self, and community. 

mailto:dlawrence@universityparkumc.org
mailto:barbphilipp72156@msn.com
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Would your family share your home and love by hosting an orphaned 
child from China this summer? We will close the hosting session by the 
later part of April 2015.  Typically host families spend the time with these 
children and then can be advocates for them down the road if anyone 
decides to look into adoption, these children can be adopted.  They are 

children who also in most cases, have a medical need, but it does not preclude them from traveling and 
being able to make this trip! 
There are many ways for families and individuals to contribute to CCAI’s China Hosting Program:   
•             Host an orphan for 4 weeks (July) 
•             Be a back-up host family for an orphan  
•             Make a monetary donation to Chinese Children Charities to help bring an orphan to the US for 
hosting (we accept donations in any amount) 
For more information, on CCAI, go to www.ccaifamily.org or please contact Judy Winger, MSW, Director 
of Adoptions at 303-850-9998 ext. 39 or homestudy@ccaifamily.org. 

UPark’s 2015 Guatemala Mission 

November 28 - December 6, 2015; cost $1600 ($800 due by June 1);  
medical focus, but you do not need to be medically trained nor speak 
Spanish to go (but either helps!); hosted by Salud y Paz (Health and Peace  
-- www.saludypaz.org). 

Life changing: This is mission; this is a spiritual undertaking; your life will 
never be the same (ask those who have gone before for their testimonies). 

This is work: This is not a vacation; we will work many hours five of the days in remote locations and 
sometimes at high elevations, we will see about 100 patients each day (and provide care for perhaps 
200 children each day, as well), we will have a nice "down day" in Antigua before we return. 

This is a bonding experience: The team will eat together, work together, travel together, hold daily  
devotions together, and get to know each other at a much closer and higher level. 

This will be an emotional experience: We will laugh, cry, touch each other's lives, missioners will 
tease the team leader mercilessly, we will leave wishing we could have done so much more. 

We need supporters who do not go on the mission: Transportation to and from DIA, equipment and  
supplies sorting, donations of very simple things (Christian-themed coloring books, crayons, stickers), 
help developing the devotional booklet. 

Our major unfinanced, unbudgeted need: $4000 or so from the congregation to pay for the purchase 
of medicine in-country for use in the clinics (please make your donation to UPark and cite "Guatemala  
Mission" in the memo line). 

If you are interested: If you have not yet told team leader George Gramer of your interest, do so now 
-- 303-945-1728 or GKGJR@AOL.COM  

http://www.ccaifamily.org
file:///C:/Users/Elizabeth/Documents/UPark%20UMC%20Messenger/2015%20April%20Messenger/homestudy@ccaifamily.org
http://www.saludypaz.org
mailto:GKGJR@AOL.COM
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All-Church Camp 
May 22-24 at Camp Buckhorn 

All are welcome...with or without children, all ages!  Activities will include campfire with s'mores, olym-
pics, morning devotions, yoga, and a soccer tournament. 

Prices are unchanged from last year:   
$100/adult 
$50/child 4-12 
Child under 4 FREE 

Partial weekend pricing is definitely available, as are scholarships. 

More details to come!  Contact Amy Long at amywlong@gmail.com with questions or if you are  
interested in organizing a camp activity.   

Faith in Action 

Metro Caring’s new Hunger Relief Center at 1100 E. 18th Ave. Denver, has been 
completed! The Grand Opening Celebration is Thursday, April 23, 4-7 p.m., an 
open house-style party. Take a tour and learn about the vital programming  
offered at the new 16,000-square-foot facility. The Hunger Relief Center will  
enable the organization to offer more comprehensive services to improve  
people’s health and potential for self-sufficiency. RSVP online at  
https://hrcgrandopening.eventbrite.com. Hunger stops here! 

Election Forum Comes to UPark 

On Saturday April 11 there is an important Election Forum being held at UPark UMC all morning.  It starts 
at 9am and will be held in our East Fellowship Hall. This is an opportunity for everyone to listen to and ask 
questions of candidates for District 6 (this district) as well as candidates for Mayor and other offices.  It's 
sponsored by the League of Woman Voters, Channel 8, Historic Denver, Inter-Neighborhood Cooperation 
(INC), UPark UMC, and others. If you plan to attend, we encourage folks to 
walk, bicycle (there is a bike rack off of our parking lot), take mass transit, 
or carpool, reserving our parking for those who need to drive. The Channel 
8 crew will take up several of our parking lot spaces that day. Street parking 
in our area is restricted to one-hour. Vehicles may be parked on the east 
side of Observatory Park, where it appears that the one-hour restriction is 
not in place. However, always double check the signage that is posted. 

A Community Partnership for Accessible, Transparent Elections  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL! Get it on your calendar! June 22 – 25, 9:00 to 12:00. 
Contact Jane Rogers or Duane Buys if you can volunteer, or go to 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e4eaaa92ca46-upark 

mailto:amywlong@gmail.com
https://hrcgrandopening.eventbrite.com/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e4eaaa92ca46-upark
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Celebrations 

Baptisms:  Judy Jensen and her children Caroline and Andrew were baptized on Sunday, March 8. 

Congratulations to Wayne and Dorothea Littrell for celebrating 75 years of marriage as of March 24 — a reception 
was held at UPark on Sunday, March 22 in honor of this event.   

Congratulations also to Sharon Sanita and family at the March 16 birth of her granddaughter, Juliette Emilae Sanita. 

Susan Livingston: The National UMW has asked Susan to participate in a nation-wide United Methodist Women 
Team on immigration.  It is basically a phone-conferencing group to share information on what communities are 
doing to benefit immigrants.  At this point the National UMW does not forsee political action  on immigration  until 
2017, when we have a new President.  Therefore at this point, the UMW is realistically concentrating on actions 
that actually help the individuals and communities.  Congratulations, Susan, for this honor to make a difference on 
the issues of immigration locally and nationally—certainly a matter of justice for all concerned. 
 

Concerns 

Members and friends who have been ill or hospitalized since the last Messenger:  John Penko was recently  
hospitalized, but has returned home; Dixie Spangler had a procedure done at St. Joseph’s Hospital from which she 
is recovering at home.  She would like to share this note of thanks: Dear UPUMC family: Thank you all for the 
prayers, the cards and e-mails, the food, the calls, and vast support for John, myself, and our daughters during my 
recent, successful surgery for tongue cancer. 

We extend condolences to the family and friends of Theelda Gunther who died on March 9; of Shirley O’Connor 
who died March 13; to Nancy and Gaines Berry upon the death of Nancy’s brother, Don, who lived in Fergus Falls, 
MN and who died on March 10; and to Beth Finesilver at the death of her mother, Elsa. 

 

Our hearts are open to all church members, friends and family, as they experience  

the concerns and celebrations of life. 

Our Church Family 

Disability Advocacy Ministry 

NAMIWalks is Open for Business! 

The UPark DAM Committee will support the 2015 NAMI Colorado WALKS on behalf of persons with  
mental illness disabilities. We will recruit a team from UPark to walk in solidarity with those persons who 
are affected by various forms of Mental Illness.  If any one wants to participate in this event, contact Rev. 
Debby Lawrence at 303-722-5736 or dlawrence@universityparkumc.  

NAMIWalks Colorado:  
Saturday, May 16 at Centennial Center Park 

Registration: 9am 
Start Time: 10am 

You can quickly and easily register for the Walk by visiting www.namiwalks.org/colorado 
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Top: Laurie Day, Elaine and John Blinn, Michael Cox and Judy Jensen 

Middle: Doug Collins, Carol Broadwell, Terry and Mary Erculiani 

Bottom: Nic and Pam Heinke, Jerry Pankratz and Yvonne Sauber 

Welcome New Members! 
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Paul’s Epistle 

Paul Jason Alexander Education Endowment Fund  

Another significant donation has been made to this fund by Rod and Sally Alexander, honoring the mem-
ory of their beloved son. This gift is in celebration of April 22, which was Paul’s birthday. This Endowment 
Fund helps to support the work of the youth ministry at University Park UMC. When we see the vitality of 
our youth ministry, we can see the vitality of Paul’s spirit being infused in it. 

A Season of Transition 

On Sunday, March 8th, Tom Gonnella, chair of the Staff Parish Relations  
Committee read, in all three worship services, a letter from Bishop Elaine 
Stanovsky regarding my change in Appointment from Senior Pastor of our 
congregation to the Metropolitan District Superintendent, effective July 1.  
In one announcement, everything changed. Emotions have been deep and 
raw over these last several weeks. Though we had known that my change was 
inevitable, all of us (including me) thought that it would be at my retirement 

about five years from now. And so we had engaged this last year what we have called the Narrative  
Futures Project (led by David McDaniel and Steve Felt) that involved several small group conversations 
about what people valued about this congregation, what they would like to see more of, and what they 
would like to see changed, and what they saw as essential to this congregation’s ‘DNA.’ This project was 
moving forward nicely with the projected formation of some task groups to further the work of the  
project. 

 With my change in status suddenly being right upon us, we realized that the work of the Narrative 
Futures Project has laid a wonderful foundation from which to engage this congregation’s work. The core 
work is NOW as opposed to in a few years. David and Steve will use the weeks between Easter Sunday 
and our Celebration Sunday (year-end picnic) to meet with the various Sunday morning classes to revisit 
the conversations, inviting a greater focus on our transition. I would encourage you to be intentional in 
participating in one of these discussion sessions. 

 Over the twenty years of my service as Senior Pastor here at UParkUMC, there is much to  
celebrate. I believe that we are well aware that UParkUMC, with its two-site ministry embracing the 
Evanston Center for Spiritual Wholeness and Healing, is truly unique. Of course, in the midst of the  
grieving for what has been a wonderful pastoral relationship that I have with this whole congregation  
(I have truly been blessed), there is also the deep anxiety of whether this ministry will be able to continue 
to thrive. 

Certainly, we want to honor the grief and the anxiety, but let us not forget that in the midst of transitions 
are also the seeds of possibilities and opportunities. Over the years, as a congregation, we have guided 
ourselves through some incredibly turbulent waters. We have largely done so because we kept our “eyes 
on the vision” of what we could be. My invitation and my challenge is that this congregation continue to 
do just this – keep your ‘eyes’ on the core values and the vision of being a great congregation serving 
boldly into the days of our tomorrow. In doing so, I have absolutely no doubt that this next chapter in the 
life of University Park United Methodist Church will be just as powerful and wonderful as this current 
chapter that is now coming to a close. Bless each of you, for each of you are a blessing for me. 

 — Pastor Paul 
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Notes from Deacon Debby 

UMCOR Salt Lake City Mission Trip 

The UMCOR Salt Lake City Mission Trip scheduled for April 19-April 25:  Connie Beauchamp, Nancy Berry, Nancy 
Fischer, Debby Lawrence, Dorothy Musil, Barbara and Frank Philipp, and Janet Wolfer travel to Salt Lake using the 
UPark UMC van.  We will be staying at the Episcopal Church Center of Utah and traveling daily to work at the  
UMCOR Depot where we will be assembling kits for the warehouse.  We will collect the following donated items 
needed for kits to take with us beginning April 1 through April 17; all items are to be new: 

dish soap, 16‐28 oz bottle any brand 

pair latex, surgical or thin rubber gloves, gloves are not required to be sterile, no kitchen or thick rubber work 
gloves 

hand towels, 15” x 25” to 17”x 27”, kitchen, cleaning and microfiber towels not acceptable 

washcloths 

combs, comb needs to be sturdy, no pocket combs or picks please, rattail combs and combs without handles are 
acceptable 

bath size soap, 3 oz. and larger sizes only, do not remove from original packaging 

toothbrushes, individually wrapped adult size only, do not remove from original packaging 

adhesive bandages, ¾” to 1 “ size, common household band aids 

plastic bags, one gallon size sealable bags only 

diaper pins, must have protective plastic closures, no regular safety pins 

pair blunt scissors, rounded tip only, no plastic scissors please 

pads of paper, 8 1/2 x 11 spiral notebooks or top-bound pads, 150 sheets of loose leaf can be substituted for 1 pad, 
combinations of spiral, top bound or loose leaf is acceptable, no composition books 

hand held pencil sharpeners, must be at least one inch long 

30 centimeter ruler, hard or flexible, cartoon characters are acceptable, no advertisements please 

unsharpened pencils, no advertisements, religious, patriotic, military or camouflage symbols please, cartoon char-
acters are acceptable 

2 ½ inch eraser, no advertisements, religious, patriotic, military or camouflage symbols, please; cartoon characters 
are acceptable 

24 count box of crayons, only 24 count boxes please 

new, complete spools of thread, medium to large spool, no travel kit thread please 

3 continuous yards of fabric, cotton or cotton blend only, no heavy duty, corduroy, knit etc. please; no patriotic, 
religious, holiday, camouflage, or military patterned fabric please 

scissors, fabric scissors only 

These Relief-supply kits help provide care for the most vulnerable people during times of crisis. Health kits, sewing 
kits, school kits, bedding kits, birthing kits, and cleaning buckets are collected by generous donors across the United 
States. These items are then sent to one of two supply depots, where volunteers assemble, verify, and pack the kits 
so that they can be sent to where they are needed most.   Kits also help sustain everyday life for people who lack 
ready access to essential supplies. They provide vital support for UMCOR’s global development work and make a 
tangible difference in people’s lives.  
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United Methodist Youth  
Fellowship (UMYF) 

The youth group (all 6th graders through 12th  
graders) will continue meeting every other Sunday at 12:15 

in room B03 and various locations.  Steve & Diane Felt, Linda 
Leisegang, Larry Roggensack, and Duane will be the  

interested adults. 

 

Youth Sunday School Class 

The 6th – 8th graders will meet in room 
BO3 at 9:30 with Steve & Diane Felt while 

the 9th – 12th graders will meet in the 
Youth Lounge with Barb Eulenstein.  

April and May Events 

**Reminder that all youth participate in supporting 
the Pancake Breakfast on Easter Sunday. Work starts 
at 7:00 a.m. and finishes at 11:00 a.m. 

April 5 – Pancake Breakfast 
April 12 – Youth Sunday and Confirmation Sunday 
April 17-19 – Youth Quest 
April 26 – Youth Group 
May 9 – Making Burritos 
May 10 – Selling Burritos and Youth Group 
May 22-24 – All Church Camp 
May 31 – Youth Group End of Year Celebration 

Alamosa 2015! 

The Middle School Mission trip is heading back to  
Alamosa to work with Christian Community Service  
Project again from June 15 through June 19. Bethany 
Hader, Duane Buys, and Steve Felt are the adults  
tagging along on the trip. There are two informational 
meetings for the mission trippers and their parents. 
Both meetings will be at 10:30 and be done in time for 
the 11:00 service. 

 May 3, 10:30 in B03: Parents and youth 

 May 17, 10:30 in B03: Youth only 

Youth Announcements 

YOUTH SUNDAY: On April 12, our youth will be in charge of both services. They’ve really appreciated your support 
and would love to have you there to show your support for them! We will also confirm several of the youth. 

YOUTH QUEST:  April 17 -19, several of our middle school youth will be involved in Youth Quest.  The Youth Quest 
Core Team has a great weekend planned beginning with the keynote speaker, the Rev. Chebon Kernell, an ordained 
minister in the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference of the United Methodist Church. He’ll be speaking to them 
about “Breaking Free” and will share his unique perspective on the Christian faith. There will be great music,  
singing, worship and workshops.  Dayton Bedin and Ree Brown will be attending along with Larry Roggensack, and 
several of our high school youth will be volunteering at beautiful Frontier Ranch just outside Buena Vista, Colorado. 

BREAKFAST BURRITOS!!! On May 10, the youth will be selling breakfast burritos to raise money for the Middle 
School and Youth2015 mission trips this summer.  We will prepare the burritos on Saturday, May 9 so they will be 
fresh and ready be eaten for Mother’s Day Brunch or you can freeze when you get them home.  You will not be‐
lieve the quality of these burritos.  But, it’s really not as much about the burrito as it is about the great work the 
youth will be able to do as a result of your support.  Be ready to buy a bunch!!  Preorders appreciated.  The forms 
will start to appear in the bulletin by April 19. 
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April 12th through May 3rd, the children of University Park will be participating in a 
Sunday school rotation entitled “Jonah.”  This is a whale of a story with a big  
message from God for children to catch.  Children will learn that you can’t hide 
from God – even in a whale!  Children will discover that Jonah ran away from God 
because he didn’t “get” God’s message of compassion, mercy, and grace for  
everyone who repents.  As a special enhancement, children will collect a different 
“Catch of the Day” fish in each workshop. Each fish will have an important  
message from God for living each day. 
 
In the art workshop, children will pretend that they are Jonah sinking to the bottom of the ocean.  As they 
open their eyes, they will see all varieties of beautiful fish that God created.  Children will learn that God 
created and cares for the fish in the ocean as they paint their own fish. Children will discover that God 
created them and gives them compassion, mercy, and grace when they trust God.  Children will learn of 
God’s compassionate character in the Jonah story and further learn that God wants them to adopt a  
compassionate and forgiving attitude toward others. 
 
In the computer workshop, the Compassion Fish will introduce children to the Catch of the Day.  Children 
will explore their understanding of compassion and read a passage from the Bible reflecting God’s  
compassionate character.  They will use Compassion Meters to rate Jonah’s and God’s compassion or lack 
of compassion in the story.  A highly interesting and interactive CD will help children learn Jonah’s story 
and understand Jonah’s lack of compassion towards the undeserving Ninevites, as well as God’s character 
of compassion for everyone.  
 
In the movie workshop, a message in a bottle, washed ashore from the Mediterranean Sea, will introduce 
children to God’s marching orders to Jonah – go to Nineveh.  As children view the movie Jonah, they will 
be asked to find out how Jonah responded to God’s message.  They will hear Jonah’s prayer to God after 
three days alone in the depths of the ocean.  They will learn of Jonah’s repentance and his subsequent 
obedience to God’s orders.  They will learn what it means to repent and turn back to God.  Children will 
relate the story to their daily lives that sometimes get swallowed up in activities and other focuses that 
ignore God.  Children will learn that God’s mercy, compassion and grace are for everyone who truly  
repents. 
 
In the puppet workshop, children will tell of experiences of mercy in their lives.  They will learn that mercy 
is a quality of God.  Through a puppet performance, “David Whataman's Late Night Show” featuring guest 
star Jonah, children will see a merciless Jonah and a merciful God.  Primary Children will view the puppet 
performance put on by others while Intermediate Children will work in puppet groups to experience the 
script.   
 
 
Thank you to our teachers Petra Meyer-Frazier, Amber Rundle-Kahn, Brooke and Jay Ferguson, and  
shepherds Meg Macy and the middle school youth!  

Many thanks as well to our volunteers for the last rotation. Thank you to our teachers Tony and Judy 
Winger, Rodney Brown, Kevin and Julie Johnson, and shepherd Connie Beauchamp and Carol Rollins! 

Children’s Programming 
From Christina Pacheco 
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Christian Education 

Adult Forum will offer presentations from many speakers on diverse and interesting topics.  Jim Fleet 
and Cal Neptune work together to facilitate this class which meets in Bryans Room.   
 

 April 5 – Easter Sunday no Sunday School 
April 12 – Henry Barlow – Social Security and Our Future Retirement: Crisis, Catastrophe, or a  
      Sound Financial Basis  
April 19 – Jim Fleet – Do Your Remember? Faces From Our Past 
April 26 – Stephanie Palm Neves – Fair Trade Coffee Plantation  

Journeys in Faith will meet in the East Parlor. Come join us for some interesting and lively discussions. 
Trace the Apostle Paul's footsteps throughout the Roman Empire. The facilitators will be Les Law and 
Tony Winger.  
 

This month we will be watching and discussing Peter & Paul and the Christian Revolution (PBS, 2003).  
Peter and Paul assume leadership of the Church as they struggle against violent opposition to the  
teachings of Christ and their own personal conflicts.  

 April 5 – Easter Sunday no Sunday School 
 April 12 – Paul Carries the Gospel to the Greeks 
 April 19 – Paul Arrested in the Temple 

April 26 – Narrative Future – Steve Felt & David McDaniel 

Cornerstone II is a class that is geared to the parents of young children, although anyone can join us at 
any time.  The goal is to offer insights into parenting issues and to build relationships among parents and 
families.  Class will be facilitated by Melane Theilen and meets in the Cornerstone II room.  

 April 5 – Easter Sunday no Sunday School 
April 12 – Joey Pace – Youth Success Director,  
      Office of Children’s Affairs, City and County of Denver. 
April 19 – Lorraine Kerr-Atkinson – Family Dynamics 

 April 26 – Duane Buys – What Happens Here Should Not Stay Here! 

Nursery Schedule 
We’ve changed our Nursery volunteer time schedule.  We will have an early shift from 8:25 – 10:30 and a 
late shift from 10:30 – 12:30.  Kim Ray is working on the scheduling and could use your help by going to  
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ba5aa2aa5fe3-julydecember1 and signing up for your shift. 

 

April 5 – Early *(8:45-10:30)* – Need Volunteer     Late – Need Volunteer 

April 12 – Early – Mindy Alexander Late – Connie Beauchamp 

April 19 – Early – Jamie Sayers   Late – Need Volunteer 

April 26 – Early – Chris Wells   Late – Heidi Seaborn 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ba5aa2aa5fe3-julydecember1
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United Methodist Women 

Circles 

New Members Always Welcome 

 Knitting or Knot: Mondays April 6 and 20, 1:30 pm,  
Cornerstone II Classroom.  Other handcrafts are welcome to 
come with their crafters to enjoy the fellowship. 

 Crosspoints: Thursday, April 9, 10 am, Spirit of Hope UMC. An Easter Lenten Program will be  
presented by Rev. John Blinn. Come and enjoy fellowship and thoughtful ideas!  

 Bible Study: Wednesday, April 15, 9:30 am, Osborne Parlor.  Continuation of “I Bought a House on 
Gratitude Street” led by Richard Nelson. 

 Wesleyan Women: Wednesday, April 15, 6:00 pm, Osborne Parlor — dinner ($5.00)  Program will be 
based on Luke 14:16-24 with the question, “How might food help us relate to God?” 

Church Women United 

May Friendship Day (Friday, May 1) will be held at Grant Community Church, 216 Grant Street, at 9:30. Events for 
the meetings include a Fellowship of the Least Coin Collection, White Elephant Sale, Potluck Luncheon. The  
program theme will be "Journey of the Caregiver.”  

Spiritual Life Retreat, April 24-26 

"Spiritually Empowering Women" is the topic for the exciting Spiritual Life Retreat to be held at the YMCA of the 
Rockies in Estes Park. The Retreat starts at 7pm on Friday April 24 and goes until 11:30am on Sunday, April 
26. Registrations are past due, but will still be accepted. They are available by the water fountain by the Reception 
Desk. 

Most exciting is that the speaker for the event is Harriett Jane Olson, General Secretary and CEO, United Methodist 
Women National Office. What a thrill to have the National President present at the Retreat! Some scholarship 
money is available – talk to Edie Fleet or Dorothy Musil for more information. 

Cost depends on room arrangements and time of arrival. All women are welcome to take advantage of this  
opportunity!! 

Support UMW and its Missions 

Campbell Soup and Swanson Labels, along with the sale of the King Soopers and Safeway Cards, are projects of the 
United Methodist Women. The labels go to McCurdy School in New Mexico and the rebates from the grocery cards 
go to missions through the National United Methodist Women. We are receiving an average of $250 per month 
from the King Soopers reloadable grocery cards!!! 

UMW Book Review 
“More Bad Girls of the Bible” by Barbara J. Essex 

What do you know about some of the women of the Bible?  Have you heard of Huldah or Zipporah? This book tells 
of twelve women’s stories each being very interesting and informative.   The author argues that women can easily 
identify with the good women of the Bible (Ruth, Mary, and Esther) but they can learn from bad women as well.  
She weaves these ancient stories into modern situations so that modern women can learn from them.   

You will find the book in the UMW bookcase by the drinking fountain.  There are other great books there too. 
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Administrative Corner 
From Diane Felt, Administrative Assistant 

 Library Volunteer Opening 

We have an opportunity for one or two volunteers to process book donations for our 
church library and help with a couple of other areas of church with books.  
Knowledge of sorting books based on condition, subject, and author would be  
helpful. This is a volunteer opportunity that can be done on a very flexible schedule. 
It includes processing books, tidying the shelves as needed, and sending out  

reminders if books haven’t been returned. The bulk of our collection is in the Conference Room next to Pastor 
Paul’s office. Feel free to stop in and take a peek at what we have for books. Please contact Diane Felt to schedule 
a time to discuss this opportunity: dfelt@universityparkumc.org or 303-722-5736. 

We Welcome New Volunteers! 

How grateful we are for our volunteer corps! We welcome Pat Mauro as our Tuesday morning receptionist. Janet 
Wolfer has begun as a substitute for the reception desk. Additionally, Brittany Collins will work with Linda Schuyler 
on the church archives; both of these women have a passion for preserving history. 

 National Volunteer Week 

Thank you to everyone who gives of their time as a volunteer! April 12-18, 2015 is 
National Volunteer Week. Outside the walls of UPark UMC and Evanston Center, 
there are countless members and constituents of our congregation who are  
devoting many hours to wonderful nonprofits, schools, neighborhood groups, and 

more. Within UPark UMC and Evanston Center, we appreciate the many ways in which our folks devote their time 
across our many ministries, whether related to Children’s Ministry, Youth Ministry, Adult Ministry, and Nursery; 
Choir and Peniel Band; Administrative Support (counters, reception, attendance, archive, library, mailings); Spiritual 
Life; Trustees; Finance; Endowment; Faith in Action; UMW; Hospitality; Foundation Campus Ministry; Staff Parish 
Relations; Ushers, Greeters, Liturgists, Acolytes, and Offertory Prayer Readers; Wellness Ministries; STEPS;  
Narrative Future; Disability Advocacy; our Evanston Center; All Church Camp, Softball, Bowling; and, many special 
dinners and events.    

Important Request! Clean-Up Day Co-Coordinators 

We are seeking two volunteers to work together to coordinate a Clean-Up Saturday in  
August in preparation for kicking off the program year at UPark and Evanston Center.  
Someone with a skill set that includes: organization, communication, detail-oriented, and 
delegation to others! In 2013 we had a wonderful clean-up effort at Evanston Center. Last 
August, we had a great response for the effort at UPark with some additional at Evanston 
Center. Now we would like to tackle both locations on one day, kicking off an annual cycle of 
providing extra TLC to our buildings. If you’d like to talk about this in more detail, please contact Diane Felt: 
dfelt@universityparkumc.org or 303-722-5736. 

mailto:dfelt@universityparkumc.org
mailto:dfelt@universityparkumc.org
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Consumer Advisory 
 

I’m the Taxman, Yeah, I’m the Taxman 

I sent this advisory last year, but it bears repeating as there has 
been an increase in IRS Imposter schemes.  While you’re busy 
gathering all your documents, receipts, and bank records,  

identity thieves are scheming ways to get your tax refund and steal your identity.  Here are 
some tips to make your tax season… less taxing.  

1. FILING ONLINE  Make sure your internet connection is secure.  Don’t use a public Wi-Fi to file. Those connections 
are not secure, making that coffee shop more than a latte stop.  Also, use a unique password  if you are filing 
with Turbo Tax. 

2. DON’T MAIL FROM HOME  What’s that you say? The “flag up” on your mailbox is a signal for fraudsters saying: 
“Hey, all my private tax information is in this envelope including my social security number and bank records. 
Come and get it!”  

3. EMAILS AND CALLS FROM IRS  The scam occurs when citizens receive aggressive phone calls claiming to be from 
the IRS. Con artists use fake names and false IRS identification badge numbers in order to appear legitimate. 
Victims are told that they owe money to the IRS and it must be immediately paid through a prepaid debit card 
or wire transfer.  If you want to be sure the claim or request is legitimate, call the IRS directly. 

4. CHECK YOUR TAX PREPARERS QUALIFICATIONS  If you are using an outside source to help you file:  
- All paid tax preparers must have a Preparer Tax Identification Number (PTIN). In addition, ask if the preparer 
is affiliated with a professional organization and attends continuing education classes.   
- Check the preparer’s history with the Better Business Bureau and check for any disciplinary actions and  
licensure status through the state boards of accountancy for certified public accountants; the state bar  
associations for attorneys; and the IRS Office of Enrollment for enrolled agents. 

5. SUSPECT SOMETHING?  If your tax records are not affected by identity theft, but you believe you may be at risk 
due to a lost or stolen purse or wallet, questionable credit card activity or credit report, contact the IRS Identity 
Protection Specialized Unit at 800-908-4490. 

 

**According to the IRS, the agency will not contact citizens and demand immediate payment without a written notice. The 
contacted party is given the opportunity to dispute the outstanding tax claim and will never be asked to pay the amount owed 
through a specific means of payment over the phone. The IRS further claims that it will never threaten to bring in law  
enforcement authorities to have citizens arrested for not complying with an IRS agent.** 
 

The State of Colorado has implemented a process for state tax refunds this year due to an increase in 
online refund fraud.  

Most taxpayers will be receiving their refund via check, even if they requested a direct deposit.   Attached to the check 
will be a letter, informing the taxpayer the reason for the check being issued.  The letter will instruct the taxpayer to  
verify the refund amount is correct.    

If the taxpayer received a check AND HAS NOT YET FILED THEIR TAXES,  OR THE AMOUNT IS NOT WHAT THEY WERE  
EXPECTING, OR THEY DID NOT EXPECT ANY REFUND, they are instructed to immediately contact the Colorado State  
Department of Revenue FRAUD HOTLINE – 303-205-8338.  This phone number will be listed on the letter. 

A verification will be completed, and the taxpayer will then receive a fraud verification letter.  

The tax payer is then requested to file an identity theft report with their local police department.  The letter must  
accompany any report taken by law enforcement. 

We provide presentations 
on Frauds, Scams and ID 
Theft.   
 
Call to schedule one for 
your Office, Church, or 
Club or Association.   
 
For Information, Contact: 
Maro Casparian 
Dir. Consumer Fraud 
720.913.9036 
amc@denverda.org 

tel:303-205-8338
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